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Madame Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee,

We appreciate the opportunity to engage with the Committee, and hear from the esteemed Members who have raised critical concerns, and the members of the distinguished delegation who have provided essential updates on the situation of Afghanistan’s women and girls. Through this process, this Committee has created a vital pathway to help ensure they are heard. As we look ahead, it remains critical that women inside Afghanistan, particularly those working on the ground in local communities, are actively encouraged and supported to participate meaningfully.

The dialogue today, alongside the report, offers us all a foundation upon which to act. Through concrete and principled recommendations, we can collectively guide the concluding observations. It is only through a coordinated, inclusive, and sustained international response that an effective way forward can be paved. 
 
Since August 2021, the situation for Afghanistan’s women and girls has deteriorated into a system of gender apartheid - a widespread, institutionalised framework of oppression that goes against every substantive article of CEDAW. 

The discussion today has underscored a range of crucial themes - from the systematic human rights abuses against women and girls to the structural barriers they continue to face. 

Afghanistan’s women and girls may be denied their dignity - yet they are the strongest advocates of human rights. 

They may be denied their agency - yet they are agents of change. 

They may be denied their freedom - yet they are fearless fighters of freedom.  

They may be denied their education - yet they have not lost their drive to dream. 

They may be denied their participation in political, public, economic, social, and cultural life - yet they are the key to a transformation of a society, one that fully promotes gender equality and protects women’s rights. 

They may be denied their voice - yet they are the brave authors of a brighter future in Afghanistan. 

It is time to honor their courage with action. 

We finally urge the Committee to consider the  following recommendations, as a basis for its concluding observations: 

a. For the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women: adopt or expand its procedures in response to the critical situation of women in Afghanistan, including, but not limited to: cooperation and coordination with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which allows for individual complaints and the inquiry procedure;

b. For States: Establish a gender-response international investigative and accountability mechanism; 

a. For the entire human rights system: Ensure improved coordination across the United Nations system, civil society organizations, judicial mechanisms and relevant authorities, with a view to promoting and protecting human rights, adopting a consistent, coherent, collective, effective, principled, united, human rights-centred and gender integrated approach forward.

It is time to listen, to support, and to stand in solidarity with the women and girls of Afghanistan. They must be at the center of every solution, every strategy, and every step forward. 

As one woman expressed: "You can cut down the flower, but nothing can stop the coming of the spring."

I thank you.
