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This report to submitted  to the  UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights for its 73rd session to consider the report of China (Hong Kong).

1. Hong Kong Po Leung Kuk Lam Man Chan English Primary School is a whole day DSS co-educational English primary school with 24 classes. The School is harmonious and multicultural. It provides superior education which has an emphasis on Language, Morals and Control. The students come from 31 countries which are from five continents around the world, each with different cultures and languages.
 
2. I am the chairman of Po Leung Kuk Lam Man Chan English Primary School Parent-Teacher Association (PTA). I am writing to express my views regarding the two issues raised by the United Nations. One is related to a Hong Kong school teacher who has been deregistered due to violating the guidelines in teaching National Security Law. Another one is the concerns from the Hong Kong teachers about the difficulty of promoting National Education in Hong Kong as National Security Education is not included in current curriculum in Hong Kong.

3. In light of this, as the chairman of PTA and a father of four kids studying in a primary school in Hong Kong, I would like to express my opinions about the situation of Hong Kong Education nowadays in two main points.

4. First of all, teaching is a profession where teachers are role models for students. Their words, deeds, conduct and values profoundly impact students. The pursuit of professionalism and commitment to upholding high moral standards of teachers should be well integrated so that students can be nurtured with correct moral values. Therefore, I agree with the decision to deregistration of the particular teacher because of the twisted and biased teaching content which misled students. That teacher is not qualified and professional.

5. In addition, my wife and I are delighted to see that our children and their schoolmates enjoy the learning activities about national education, such as competitions about national security law, movie appreciation such as ‘My People, My Homeland’, etc., which the School organised. 

6. Amid the School has 31 nationalities of students and parents, Hong Kong Po Leung Kuk Lam Man Chan English Primary School can still develop a well National Security Education school-based curriculum framework which guides students to learn the National Security Law under the principle of One Country, Two Systems. In such, I disagree with the issue raised by the Hong Kong teachers that it is difficult to promote National Security Education in Hong Kong. 

7. Therefore, let me take this opportunity to share the five points of formal curriculum and one point about informal curriculum to let you see the reality of learning and teaching National Security Law (NSL) in Hong Kong. Also, let me share the situations and examples of my children’s current School. 

I. Learning and Teaching NSL
A. Formal curriculum
8. Review, revise and enrich the curriculum contents of relevant subjects, such as General Studies, Whole Person Development (WPD), Moral, Civic and National Education, Constitution and Basic Law education, etc., with a view to promoting among students a clear understanding of the importance of national security, as well as the legislative background, provisions, significance, etc. of the National Security Law. Core concepts to be taught (T&L resources have to be prepared): Significance of One Country, Two Systems, the relationship between Constitution and Basic Law education and National Security Education, the legislative background, provisions, significance, etc. of the National Security Law, and the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st - century Maritime Silk Road.


9. About selecting learning and teaching materials - Appropriate sources (such as from authoritative institutions/ official and verified sources) are adopted when selecting materials and guiding students in their study. In addition to selecting teaching materials, the assignments or reference materials, tests and examination papers, etc., prepared by teachers should also follow this principle. Also, the school-based monitoring mechanism is strengthened for regular review of the content and quality of learning and teaching resources related to Constitution and Basic Law education and National Security Education.

10. Role of Curriculum Department Heads and National, Civic and Moral Education Team Leader: Both Department leaders would continue to update and promote the webpage about “Safeguarding of National Security of Hong Kong” (https://www.isd.gov.hk/nationalsecurity/eng/) or relevant policy issued by EDB to teachers, to enhance the understanding of the “Hong Kong National Security Law”, to comply with relevant laws, and to obtain the latest information on related laws.

11. Teachers are reminded about the process and attitude of learning and teaching: While teachers can help students understand events involving national security from different perspectives, just in the same way when handling issues that can be explained by a sharp distinction between right and wrong or well-defined legal principles, they should give objective facts and rationales, such as historical background, moral standards and legal principles, and clearly point out that safeguarding national security is the responsibility of all nationals and as far as national security is concerned, there is no room for debate or compromise. In addition, teachers should cultivate students’ sense of responsibility to safeguard national security. If there is a need to hold discussion sessions or activities to share experiences or thoughts among students, teachers should properly lay down rules that students must obey. For example, no abusive language should be used when expressing opinions; no activity should be exploited for political propaganda or making a political statement; and no hatred or violence should be promoted or expressed. Students are encouraged to conduct discussions objectively, rationally and respectfully. Teachers should not allow their own political stance to affect their teaching, or even mislead students and infuse negative or wrong values in them.

12. Documents archived: The learning and teaching resources related to Constitution and Basic Law education and National Security Education would be archived and requiring retention, which should be no less than two school years

B. Informal curriculum:
13. Through diversified life-wide learning activities, students’ understanding of the country’s development and national security would be strengthened. Also, their sense of national identity would be enhanced, thus nurturing them into good law-abiding citizens. The School conducts a National Flag raising ceremony weekly and the national anthem is played and sung in a national flag raising ceremony. Students are familiar with and accustomed to the arrangements, and are able to show proper etiquette, thus enhancing students’ sense of national identity. Besides, the School provides opportunities for students to show respect for the national flag, national emblem and national anthem on other important, festive and special occasions, such as National Security Education Day (April 15), the New Year’s Day (January 1), HKSAR Establishment Day (July 1), National Day (October 1), and other school main events, including Graduation Ceremony, Sports Day, etc. This year, our School’s Flag Guards have shouldered more responsibilities. The Flag Guards Team members are required to lead the national flag raising ceremony at School.








14. Moreover, the School has arranged for students to join various local visits, such as Hong Kong Palace Museum, to learn more about Chinese history and culture. In addition, our students have participated in competitions related to National Security Law or National identity, such as colouring competitions, writing competitions, etc., enhancing students’ sense of national identity. Last but not least, all students received the souvenirs given by National Security Department.

II. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Teachers
15. Hong Kong teachers must actively promote national education and report potential illegal activities or “morally deviant information” under the code of conduct for the profession. If an educator fails to do so, he / she may potentially trigger deregistration. This is definitely no relation to the establishment of National Security Law (NSL).


The case of Po Leung Kuk Lam Man Chan English Primary School
16. The new curriculum materials about civic, national education and national security education are organised and prepared by the Curriculum Department of Hong Kong Po Leung Kuk Lam Man Chan English Primary School for all of our teachers. School administration heads regularly review the content and quality of learning and teaching resources related to the Constitution, Basic Law Education, and National Security Education. Moreover, the communication between parents and child after learning is another way of supervising the content and quality of the learning and teaching.

17. Finally, the parent questionnaire and teachers’ appraisal, which includes peer appraisal and top to down appraisals, have to be conducted every year to monitor the teaching quality and performance.

18. Thank you very much for your time.

Yours faithfully,




Mr. LOW Chung Ching, Morris PTA Chairman
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