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Dear Colleagues,

As we are coming to the end of the eighty-eighth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.

Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of eight States parties and adopted concluding observations on these States. We also decided to explore the possibility of considering the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan once it has been submitted be the Permanent Mission of Afghanistan in Geneva, following the precedent of the fourth cycle Universal Periodic Review of Afghanistan that took place on 29 April 2024.

We again held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and attended lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. We were pleased by the engagement of local NGOs from all of the States parties reviewed during the session and of two national human rights institutions. IWRAW-Asia Pacific coordinated the country-specific briefings by NGOs, which again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.

The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies, which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), UNHCR, IOM and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that two UNCTs briefed the Committee via pre-recorded video statements.

Among the highlights of this session was the first reading of our draft general recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems. In that regards, I am pleased that a high number of States parties attended our technical briefing on the draft general recommendation on 28 May.

I am also pleased that we already planned the next steps for our future general recommendation on gender stereotyping, led by Marion Bethel and Bandana Rana, by deciding to hold a half-day of general discussion at our 90th session in February 2025.

I am pleased that the Committee adopted two important statements, one calling for peace between the Russian Federation and Ukraine and the other one addressing the Women’s (Amendment) Bill 2003 posing a serious threat to the rights and dignity of women and girls in the Gambia by seeking to repeal the criminalization of female genital mutilation.

I am pleased that we were also able to make important progress on rationalizing and harmonizing our working methods with those of other treaty bodies. I wish to thank the working group on working methods, in particular the chair, Nicole Ameline, and vice-chair, Hiroko Akizuki, for its excellent work, in further enhancing our constructive dialogues with States parties and harmonizing the word limits for submissions by NHRIs and NGOs in relation to lists of issues (prior to reporting), constructive dialogues, and follow-up to concluding observations.

I am similarly pleased with the progress made by our working group on gender-based violence against women, chaired by Ms. Tisheva, in elaborating research papers on conflict-related sexual violence and on online and technology-facilitated gender-based violence against women, drafted by Ms. Bethel and Ms. Morsy, respectively.

We look forward to the presentation at our next session by the task force on gender/sex self-identification, chaired by Ms. Hacker, to provide an overview of relevant issues, positions and possible mediating solutions in this quickly evolving area.

Our Task Force on Afghanistan under the leadership Ms. Rana continued to make good progress by convening a virtual meeting with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, to discuss current and increasingly alarming situation of women and girls in Afghanistan. Likewise, OI wish to thank our Task Force on the situation of women and girls in the context of the war in Ukraine, chaired by Elgun Safarov, for having drafted the excellent statement that the Committee adopted calling for an end of the war.

Dear colleagues,

I am very satisfied that we were able to deliver on our core mandates under the Convention and the Optional Protocol during this session.

I wish to thank the Rapporteur on follow-up, Natasha Stott Despoja, and the alternate Rapporteur on follow-up, Brenda Akia. Thanks to their able coordination and preparation, and with help from other colleagues, we were able to adopt two follow-up assessments at this session.

I thank the Working Group on Communications, in particular the Chair, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, and Vice-Chair, Nahla Haidar, for the preparation of two excellent final decisions on individual communications that we adopted at this session, with support from the OHCHR Petitions Section.

I also wish to thank the Working Group on Inquiries, particularly the Chair, Rhoda Reddock, for the important work of the Working Group in carrying forward several public follow-up assessments and requests for confidential country visits.

During the session, we also had fruitful exchanges and social events, such as the briefings by the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Ree Alsalem, and by the Pacific Community concerning a regional session of the Committee in Suva, Fiji, in 2025, as well as the splendid receptions by the Permanent Mission of Australia and our dear colleague Natasha Stott Despoja.

For our eighty-ninth session in October, the Government of France has invited the Committee to an event in Paris to acknowledge CEDAW’s essential work on women’s human rights and to a organize a pre-launch of general recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems.


Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including my colleagues on the Bureau as well as the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties.

I thank my personal assistants, Miriam Rubio Ramírez and Sara Arévalo Casas, and the ONCE Foundation for its continuous support of my work, as well as all colleagues from the Secretariat, who again provided excellent support to us: Jamila, our OHCHR interns Matilda Siri and Brandon James Perkins, the interns of Committee members, as well as Adrian, Anna, Theodora, Anne, Teizu, Marco, Céline, Laia, Janna, Alex, Sholpan, Antara, Jakob, Andrea, and last but not least Ibrahim Salama, whom we wish all the best for his new endeavours. We also wish all the best to Caroline Harvey, Human Rights Officer, who could not be with us at this session.

I would also like to thank the interpreters, technicians, IT specialists, the webcast team, colleagues from the Braille printing unit, our conference room officers Iryna Pakhil, Liliana Semon, Yassine Sedik and Guillaume Tamba, the précis writers, press officers, and all others who made this session successful.

In concluding, I wish you a safe journey home. Stay healthy and I look forward to our eighty-ninth session in October.
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