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Organisation information.

1. KOCUN is actively promoting the human rights of marriage migrant women, in particular the Vietnamese women and their children who have returned to their homeland after the dissolution of their marriage in Korea. KOCUN currently operates two offices in Vietnam: one in Cantho since 2016, located in the southern part of the country, and another in Haiphong since 2019, in the north. These centers advocate for the human rights of returned marriage migrant women and their children helping their reintegration into Vietnamese society. So far, KOCUN has identified around 1,450 Vietnamese returned marriage migrant women and around 570 children who hold Korean nationality.

Issues to be addressed: 
Returned marriage migrant women and their children: articles 2, 3, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13.

Issue No. 1: Returned Marriage Migrant Women
Issue No. 2: Children of Returned Marriage Migrant Wome
Issue No. 3: Institutional and legal frameworks, including bilateral collaboration

Background

2. Marriage migration to Korea began in the early 1990s, with Japanese and ethnic Korean-Chinese women having the longest history. Starting in the 2000s, women from the Philippines, Thailand, Mongolia, Vietnam, and Cambodia began migrating to Korea for marriage in increasing numbers[footnoteRef:1]. The Marriage Migrant (F-6) visa in South Korea was first introduced on July 1, 2011. According to the Korean Statistical Information services, the total number of international marriages between Korean men and foreign women since 2011 until 2024 was around 218,000, which accounted for 6% of the total number of marriages[footnoteRef:2]. The marriage migrant women are mostly from Vietnam, China, the Philippines, and Thailand, which account for 73% of the total. Among them, Vietnam ranks first, making up 32% of all marriage migrant women. [1:  Mi-Jeong Kim, International Marriage Migrant Women’s Korean Migration and Their Adjustment of Life in Korea: Focusing on the Differences by Country of Origin, 2008.]  [2:  Korean Statistical Service, (2025), 2024 Marriage Divorce Statistics, Table 11 Marriage with foreign nationals, 2014-2024: p.14.] 

3. A significant number of these women married through brokerage agencies. The agency fee is mostly covered by the Korean husband, making the marriage process male-centric and creating a power imbalance[footnoteRef:3]. Moreover, the average duration of the marriage process through agencies is just 9.3 days[footnoteRef:4] from the first meeting to the wedding. On average, husbands are over 10 years older than their wives. These women come to Korea without much knowledge of their husbands or the Korean society, language, and culture. This background places them in a highly vulnerable situation. [3:  Korea Center for United Nations Human Rights Policy (KOCUN), Women Marriage Migrants in South Korea: Identifying Challenges and Support Needed in All Migration Stages, research commissioned by APWLD (Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development), 2024.]  [4:  Ministry of Gender Equality and Family (MOGEF), Survey of Marriage Brokerage in Korea 2023. Available at: https://www.mogef.go.kr/mp/pcd/mp_pcd_s001d.do?mid=plc503 (Accessed: 30 June 2025)] 


4. Between 2011 and 2024, the total number of international divorces was 78,510, and the divorce rate compared to the total number of marriages was 35.9%, as shown in the table below.


	Marriages and Divorces between Korean Men and Foreign Women, 2011~2024

	Total number of Marriages between Korean men and foreign women
	218,450

	Total number of Divorces between Korean men and foreign women
	78,510

	Marriage to Divorce ratio
	35.9%








Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr)

5. It is presumed that a significant number of marriage migrant women, with or without their Korean-national children, have returned to their countries of origin either after divorce or without formally going through divorce proceedings. The Korean government does not maintain official records of these women and children. As international marriage becomes increasingly normalized in Korean society, it is important to view it as a form of transnational migration. This perspective highlights the need to protect the human rights of marriage migrant women who return to their home countries after separation or divorce, as well as the rights of their Korean-national children who return with them—many of whom fall outside the protection of Korea’s administrative and legal systems.
6. Since 2019, the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family has implemented the “Overseas Multicultural Family Support Project” to support returned marriage migrant women and their children in Vietnam. Additionally, the Overseas Koreans Agency has been operating a separate project in southern Vietnam to assist Korean-national children of returned marriage migrant women. While these initiatives reflect positive steps by the Korean government, their geographical coverage is currently limited to only two cities in Vietnam, and the scope of support remains insufficient to meet the broader needs of affected families.


[Issue No. 1 Returned Marriage Migrant Women]

Difficulties in divorce process for the Vietnamese Returned Marriage Migrant Women(art 2,3,6,10 and 11)

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]There are two main issues in the divorce process for marriage migrant women.
First, some women have already completed their divorce in Korea but still need to go through the process again in Vietnam to be legally recognized there. To do so, they must submit two Korean documents—one administrative and one legal—to the Vietnamese judicial authorities. However, due to language barriers and difficulties in accessing Korea’s administrative system from abroad, many women are unable to obtain these documents on their own. Furthermore, both documents contain the same divorce information, making the requirement redundant and unnecessarily burdensome.
Second, many other women return to Vietnam without finalizing their divorce in Korea. These women must initiate legal proceedings either in a Korean or Vietnamese court while living in Vietnam. This process is legally complex, time-consuming, and financially burdensome.
As a result of these challenges, some women resort to illegal means. This, in turn, traps them in a cycle of economic hardship and makes it even more difficult for them to rebuild their lives and start anew.

Financial Struggles of Returned Marriage Migrant Women Raising Korean Children in Vietnam (art 2 and 9)

8. In South Korea, when a child with Korean nationality is raised at home, a universal welfare policy is implemented through the provision of a childcare allowance ranging from 100,000 to 300,000 KRW (approximately 74 to 221 USD) per month for children aged 0 to 6. However, this support does not extend to returned marriage migrant women who are raising Korean-national children in Vietnam. According to a news article citing a 2024 survey conducted by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, 43.5% of the 161 returnees surveyed reported a monthly income between 2 to 5 million VND (approximately 77 to 193 USD), making it the most common income bracket. In addition, 22.4% of respondents reported having no income at all. Given that the average monthly income in Vietnam in 2023 was approximately 291 USD, these women face substantial financial hardship in raising their children.

Question No. 1  What policies are in place—or are being considered—by the Korean government to alleviate the legal and administrative burden faced by returned marriage migrant women during the divorce process, and to ensure that their children who hold Korean nationality receive appropriate childcare allowances or comparable support while residing abroad?


[Issue No. 2 Children of Returned Marriage Migrant Women]

Military Service Challenges for Male Children of Returned Marriage Migrant Women (art 2,9 and 10)

9. KOCUN is currently analyzing data on 189 of the 570 children of returned marriage migrant women identified in Vietnam, 47% of whom are male. In South Korea, all male citizens are required to fulfill mandatory military service, and failure to do so can lead to legal consequences. However, these male children are not receiving enlistment notices from the Military Manpower Administration, as the Korean government does not have records of their residence or whereabouts. Most of these children have lived in Vietnam since early childhood and have limited proficiency in the Korean language. Even if they attempt to access relevant information, no guidance is available in Vietnamese. Furthermore, for those who are aware of their duty, there is no tailored system or support program to help them navigate the military service process in Korea.

Return Migration Challenges for Children of Returned Marriage Migrant Women (art 11,12 and 13)

10. .As children of returned marriage migrant women grow older, many of them begin to express a desire to return to South Korea—their country of nationality—to pursue education or employment. However, their return is often hindered by a lack of institutional support, including guidance on residency rights, access to education, and language acquisition. Many of these children have limited proficiency in Korean and are unfamiliar with Korean systems and culture, despite holding Korean nationality. Without tailored reintegration policies or bilateral cooperation mechanisms, these children face significant barriers in exercising their rights as Korean citizens and fully integrating into Korean society.

Question No. 2   How is the Korean government addressing the lack of military service notification and support for Korean-national male children living abroad—particularly those raised in Vietnam by returned marriage migrant mothers—and what measures are in place to support the reintegration of these Korean-national children if they wish to return and settle in Korea?


[Issue No. 3 Institutional and legal frameworks, including bilateral collaboration]

From Departure to Return: Policy Gaps and the Absence of Transnational Protection in Marriage Migration

11. In 2024, KOCUN conducted the Multi-Country Research on Women Marriage Migration with the title of “Women Marriage Migrants in South Korea: Identifying Challenges and Support Needed in All Migration Stages.” Through this research, KOCUN examined policy and protection gaps at each phase of the migration cycle: pre-departure, stay, and return. This highlights that international marriage is a form of migration requiring tailored policies addressing issues at every stage. These challenges are not unique to Vietnamese marriage migrant women but are common to women from other Asian countries as well.

12. Viewing international marriage migration through a transnational perspective is essential. The social rights risks faced by marriage migrant women and their children during migration (departure), residence (stay), and return or re-migration (divorce, reunification, etc.) cannot be fully resolved by individual states alone. International migration and family formation inherently require bilateral cooperation. Therefore, governments must establish institutional mechanisms to cooperate with sending countries at every stage.

Children of International Marriage Left Without Protection

13. In the structurally unequal landscape of international marriage migration across Asia, children born into these transnational unions often face profound challenges. These children—many of whom hold Korean nationality—are born without choice into a system shaped by adult decisions, state policies, and international power imbalance. Lacking agency, they are left to navigate the consequences of fragmented migration policies, often experiencing identity confusion, limited access to education and healthcare, and exclusion from state protection in both the sending and receiving countries.

14. In many cases, they return to their mother’s country of origin without adequate social support or legal guidance, only to find themselves marginalized again when seeking to return to Korea later in life. These children did not choose the conditions of their birth or the migration decisions made by their parents, yet they bear the burden of systemic gaps that ignore their lived realities.

Question No. 3   What institutional mechanisms has the Korean government established—or plans to establish—to cooperate with countries of origin at all stages of marriage migration, in order to protect the rights of migrant women and their Korean-national children raised abroad by returned migrant mothers?
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