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(Geneva, 28 August 2019)
Mr. Chairman,
Country Rapporteur, 
Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
· It is a great pleasure for me to lead the delegation to the consideration of Myanmar’s initial report to the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· I am Kyaw Moe Tun, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Myanmar.
· In his statement at the 4th Regional Disability Rights Dialogue held in Yangon, Myanmar in January 2019, Chairman of the National Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (NCRPD) of Myanmar Vice-President said “People living with disabilities are facing difficulties and obstacles in their daily life not because of the disability itself, but because of their surroundings, physical and mental attitudes, and other barriers,”. This shows that it is also our obligation to do our utmost to tackle the obstacles and bring down the barriers, including social and mental barriers. 
· We are present here today, not only to show the commitment by Myanmar for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, but also to learn the success stories and listen to the recommendations by committee members in an objective and constructive manner, with an aim (in mind), to realize the enjoyment of fundamental rights by the Persons with Disabilities. 
· As a developing country with different pressing issues, Myanmar has been facing with several challenges on its path towards a democratic federal union. The current democratically elected civilian government has been reforming public institutions and strengthening the rule of law to create a fair and just society for all people in the country. Realization of human rights is one of the top priorities of the current government, along with achieving peace and development in the country. 
· In addition to the CRPD, Myanmar has ratified other core human right treaties, namely, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights (ICESCR), Convention on the Elimination of All forms of discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. Myanmar ratified the Convention on Rights of persons with disabilities in December 2011. 
· Being a signatory to core Human Right treaties, Myanmar is doing its utmost to fulfill its obligations including reporting. However, as a developing country, it has faced various types of challenges such as capacity constraint.
· Taking this opportunity, I would like to seek kind understanding of the esteemed Committee and its esteemed members. 
· With regard to the submission of the list of issues, let me explain you the challenges we faced in this particular issue. One of them is better coordination in our relevant Ministries. Questions contained in the list of issues cover a wide range of matters which fall under the purview of different Ministries. Getting right and necessary answers from the Ministries concerned are also challenge. It comes to the capacity constraint. Translation from Myanmar language to English is another challenge we faced. Because of these challenges, we submitted the report after the deadline.  We hope that esteemed members of the Committee will understand these challenges we faced and reason for the late submission. 
Mr. Chairman,
· Myanmar is making its utmost efforts to fulfill its obligation as a state party of the Convention and to bring the betterment of the people with disabilities. 
· Shortly, my colleague, Director General of the Department of Rehabilitation will apprise the Committee of Myanmar’s efforts and measures in this regard. Before giving the floor to him, allow me to introduce the members of our delegation. 
· Mr. Win Naing Tun, Director General of the Department of Rehabilitation of the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, Secretary of the National Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (NCRPD). The Department was newly established in 2018.
· Another member, Dr. Tun Zaw , Deputy Director General of the Department of Rehabilitation, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlemen
· Dr. Swan Yi Ya, Director from the same Department
· Ms. Tin Marlar Myint, Deputy Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
· Importantly, another member of the delegation, Mr. Myat Thu Winn, Joint-Secretary, National Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
· The officials from the Permanent Mission of Myanmar are also part of the delegation. 
· At this dialogue, our colleagues and representatives from the organizations of persons with disabilities of Myanmar are here with us. I would like to express our appreciation to them for their time and energy for coming to this important dialogue. We, together, I strongly believe that we can find ways for further betterment of persons with disabilities.
· Without further ado, I would like to handover the floor to Mr. Win Naing Tun to give a statement on the developments in Myanmar in the area of Persons with Disabilities. 
Mr. Chairman,
Country Rapporteur, 
Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
· It is an honour for me to participate in this dialogue with the members of Committee on the Rights to Persons with Disabilities. 
· After ratification of the CRPD in 2011, Myanmar presented its initial report in May 2015. 
· As Myanmar’s initial report includes comprehensive information, allow me to highlight the developments occurred after the submission of the initial report.
· We have has made tremendous efforts in removing all barriers, aimed for full enjoyment of individual rights of persons with disabilities in Myanmar.
· As the Permanent Representative has mentioned, I am wearing the hat of the Chief of Rehabilitation Department, which is responsible for the rights of persons with disabilities as well as the Secretary of the National Committee, I have a great pleasure today to share with you the major steps we have taken in recent few years in implementing the Convention.
· Let me start with legislative measure.
· Chapter (4)Article 32 (a) of Myanmar Constitution 2008 states that “The Union shall: care for mothers and children, orphans, fallen Defence Services Personnel’s Children, the aged and the disabled”, in Chapter (8) Article 348 “ The Union shall not discriminate any citizens of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, based on race, birth, religion, official position, status, culture, sex and wealth”, in Article 349 “Citizens shall enjoy equal opportunity in carrying out the following functions: public employment; occupation; trade; business; technical know-how and vocation; exploration of art, science and technology”.
· Hence, equal rights can be enjoyed by all persons with disabilities without discrimination. 
· After becoming a state party to the CRPD, Myanmar, in accordance with Article 4 of the Convention, enacted the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Law on 5 June 2015 and By-Laws on 27 December 2017.
· The Law and By-Laws are drafted in line with the Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities, with the assistance and cooperation with relevant stakeholders such as Persons with Disabilities Organizations. 
· Promotion and protection of the Rights of Women and Children with Disabilities is clearly stated in Chapter 4 Article16 and 17 of Rights of Persons with Disabilities Law. It is in line with CRPD’s Article 6 and 7.
· Moreover, Article 15 of the newly enacted Myanmar’s Child Rights Law of July 2019 is dedicated to the Rights of Children with Disabilities.

Mr. Chairman,
· Allow me to touch on how we took steps to implement the law and by-law	
· As a signatory to CRPD, Myanmar is making efforts on the promotion and protection of the rights of Persons with Disabilities and achieved tangible results such as the formation of National Committee on 14 September 2017 in accordance with CRPD.
· The Committee is established with the aim for effective implementation of the betterment of the persons with disabilities.
· It is chaired by the Vice-President of Myanmar, and Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement acts as the Vice-Chair.
· Members of the Committee also include representatives from Persons with Disabilities Organizations, Civil Society Organizations, and volunteers. 
· To support the work of the National Committee, the Working Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disability was formed in September 2018 to fully implement the tasks of the National Committee.
· The Committee is chaired by Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement.
· Accordingly, Region and State-level committees were also formed. Moreover, 8 sub-committees, namely, education, health, employment, research, monitoring, women and children with disabilities affairs, information and communication technologies, natural disasters and other emergency situations were formed in February 2019. 
· As the saying goes “Nothing about us, without us” during the process of the establishment of the committees and sub-committees, the opinion and advice were sought from relevant stakeholders; the persons with disabilities are encouraged to take leading role in the work. 
· Myanmar Federation of Persons with Disabilities has already established 12 Regional Level offices. After the establishment of other offices in different Regions and States, they will work closely with the State and Regional-level Committees on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
Mr. Chairman,
-	Myanmar fully respects the rights of the persons with disabilities even before the laws and by-laws came into force.
-	The new government has paid its high attention to the rights of persons with disabilities since it came into office.
-	In accordance with the guidance of State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Department of Rehabilitation under the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement was established in January 2018 in order to better promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities, to implement the provisions of the laws more effectively and to further promote the development of the persons with disabilities.
Mr. Chairman,
-	Let me brief the Committee the other measures we have taken so far, in addition to the establishment of institutions and mechanisms.
- We welcome the encouragement of the international community for the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.
-	In accordance with the Sustainable Development Goal 4.5, Myanmar is developing Myanmar National Development Strategy for persons with disabilities (2020-2025). It is also in line with ASEAN Enabling Master Plan which was adopted at the ASEAN Summit held in November 2018.
-	The draft Myanmar National Development Strategy for persons with disabilities (2020-2025) is being developed in accordance with the Goal 4.3.2 of Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan- MSDP, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Sustainable Development Goal 1, 4, 7, 8, 11 and 17.
-	According to the Goal 4.3.2 of MSDP, actions plans for cash allowances for persons with disabilities will be implemented in order to meet their special needs. The MSDP is structured around 3 Pillars, 5 Goals, 28 Strategies and 251 Action Plans. All are aligned with the SDGs. 
-	Education, health, employment, social welfare, easy access, disaster and other emergency situations were given priorities in the National Strategy. 
Mr. Chairman,
-	 Let me turn to the cooperation with the international community.
- A Myanmar delegation led by the Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement attended the first Global Disability Summit held in the United Kingdom in July, 2018 and, together with other participants, signed the 7 commitments relating to the development of the persons with disabilities in the Charter for Change.
-	Similarly, the Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement led Myanmar delegation and attended the second global disability summit held from 6 to 8 June this year in Argentina.
-	Moreover, Myanmar will continue cooperating closely with the countries in the region, international organizations including the UN in implementing the UNCRPD effectively.
-	The Government is also cooperating with civil societies, partner organizations in the country for the development of persons with disabilities. For example, recently, the Government held the disability and media forum and Workshop on Access to Justice in cooperation with Voluntary Service Oversea.     
-	For the sustainable livelihood for the persons with disabilities, the Government conducted a training course for growing mushrooms and producing mushrooms product in cooperation with Asia-Pacific Development Centre on Disability, a training course for massage for the persons with visual disability in cooperation with Japan Heart, establishing massage as a profession, and creating getting job opportunities for those who are experts in massage treatments.
-	In addition, in cooperation with Korea Disabled People’s Development Institute (KoDDI), training courses are conducted for making coffee and confectionery.
-	For persons with disabilities to fully enjoy the rights of persons with disabilities and to be accessible to the fundamental rights, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement has been cooperating with relevant ministries especially Ministry of Construction, Ministry of Transport and Communication.
-	For persons with hearing disability, the state owned media and some private media broadcast in sign language to be accessible to information.
-	Moreover, for the proper understanding of CEDAW, law and bylaws, video tapes in sign language are being distributed to those with hearing disabilities.
-	So also, for persons with visual disability to have a good understanding of laws and bylaws, pamphlets are being prepared in Braille language to be distributed to the persons with visual disabilities.
-	In order to train the children with disabilities, a Section of development training for children has been opened at the Yangon Children’s Hospital.
-	In order for the persons with disabilities to be able to easily commute in public area, pilot projects are being carried out in Nay Pyi Taw in cooperation with the Ministry of Construction.
-	According to the definition mentioned in the rights of disability law, those who are impaired because of Hansen’s disease can also be regarded as disabled persons. That is why they will be able to enjoy the rights and protections like other disabled persons. 
Mr. Chairman, 
-	In accordance with the Law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Myanmar Government will initiate the contribution for the capital fund which will work as the main funding for the effective implementation for promoting the rights of persons with disabilities.
-	For mobilization and sustainability of the fund, different means such as Corporate Social Responsibility and Public Private Partnership will be pursued. 
Mr. Chairman, 
-	I believe the promotion and protection of the rights and interest of persons with disabilities has become further strengthened with deepening cooperation between the government and the public as well as the respective stakeholders.
-	Myanmar government also encourages and supports the associations established and led by the persons with disabilities themselves.
-	In this regard, the government is also cooperating with and supporting Myanmar Federation of Persons with Disabilities to accomplish its work plans and programmes.
-	As one of the implementations on the core human rights conventions, Myanmar has increased its momentum in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities.
-	The year 2018 can even be regarded as the year for persons with disabilities.
-	The good progress will be maintained that every year can be regarded as the year of persons with disabilities. 
Mr. Chairman, 
-	Currently, Department of Social Welfare provides caring services to persons with disabilities while Department of Rehabilitation provides services for the development of persons with disabilities. 
-	For physical and psychological strengthening of persons with disabilities, sports competitions are organized by the Myanmar Sports Federation of Persons with Disabilities.
-	They also participate in the Asia Level Sport Competitions for persons with disabilities.
-	Awareness raising trainings and the training for caring of persons with disabilities are conducted in States and Regions.
-	Vocational trainings for persons with disabilities are being conducted according to the needs of different disabilities.
-	For example, basic and advanced computer trainings were opened for students with visual disability at the school for the students with visual disability in every fiscal year.
-	A total of 20 students with visual disability can participate in each training course.
-	Other trainings such as one-year electronic training and basic computer trainings were opened for physically disabled students annually.
-	From 2015 to 2019, total of 6 trainings were conducted for 180 teachers who will give caring services to children with special needs.
-	Within the same period, 17 basic trainings for 1169 teachers were opened in different States and Regions.
-	The government has opened 3 schools for children with special needs. Private schools for children with special needs were opened in Yangon, Mawlamyaing, Mandalay and Lashio. 

Mr. Chairman,
-	Myanmar government has started to initiate the disability classification and registration system which will support upgrading and sustainability of the lives of persons with disabilities. The system will be implemented in 3 stages.
-	As the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement is in charge of the first stage of disability classification and registration, pilot projects will be carried out in 3 States and Regions this year.
-	The duration of the Pilot Project will be eight months. Once the evaluation process completes, further identifications will be made throughout the country.
-	The second and third stages will be implemented in cooperation with the Ministry of Health and Sports.
-	Moreover, to conduct the survey on disability which will show the exact number of persons with disabilities and to broaden the knowledge on their rights, awareness raising activities are being carried out in cooperation with the Ministry of Information. 
-	In order to create better job opportunities for persons with disabilities, a Handbook on ‘Employing Persons with Disabilities’ has been published. Necessary consultation has been conducted with Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) as well as other related Ministries for having uniformity in creating job opportunities.
-	In addition, the limitations regarding disabilities which used to be in the job announcements of public sector, especially in the Ministry of Education, to be more specific, University of Education, have already been removed.
-	Now, persons with disabilities were recruited as civil servants in government sectors.   
-	Job Coach Program is known as the program that promotes better job opportunities and sustainable jobs for persons with disabilities.
-	In this regard, since 2015, Myanmar government, in cooperation with Job Coach Network from Malaysia, invited Job Coach Trainers from Malaysia and conducted training courses.
-	Until 2019, 100 Job Coaches have been trained. 
- Moreover, in cooperation with Shwe Minn Tha Foundation (Myanmar), Association for Aids and Relief-AAR-Japan, Job Coach Coalition (Myanmar), the government has published the Manual for Job Coach in Myanmar Language. 
-	Nowadays, new terms that respect human dignity and indiscriminate and in compliance with international norms replaced some traditional usages and terms which seemed to have the sense of discrimination. In this regard, a handbook on terms related to disabilities has been published and disseminated to the public.    
Mr. Chairman,
-	Let me briefly touch on how persons with disabilities participating in peace process and election.
- Myanmar has taken steps to guarantee the right to participation of persons with disabilities, in the political and public life.
-	As we strive for “no one left behind”, it also includes those in detention centers. 
-	With cooperation of the National Human Rights Commission and the Union Election Commission, the government created appropriate condition to ensure effective participation of persons with disabilities in the electoral process during the general election in 2015 and by-election in 2018. 
-	Awareness raising activities are being conducted by the Union Election Commission in this regard.
-	As the Permanent Representative has mentioned, peace process is placed as a top priority of the government in transforming the country into a democratic federal union.
-	I am honored to inform the Committee that persons with disabilities are actively participating in the peace process. 
-	Last year, in 2018, a Wheelchair activity was held to raise public awareness of the participation of persons with disabilities in country’s peace process. 
-	Here, I would like to proudly present our delegation member Mr. Myat Thu Win, who has participated in that activity as well as has been taking the lead in the discussion at the Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee.
Mr. Chairman,
- Financial viability also plays an important role in the work for the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities.
-	As it has paid high attention to the rights of persons with disabilities, the Government has increased budget allocation from the Union budget for Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement which is the focal Ministry for effective implementation of the rights and interests of persons with disabilities.
-	For example, the budget for the Ministry has increased from 0.19% in 2016-17 to 0.45% in 2018-2019. Similarly, the budgets for the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health have increased.
-	As a result, 121,217 persons with disabilities, living across the country have received financial support from the government during the last 2 fiscal years.
Mr. Chairman,
-	Finally, let me share with you the challenges we are facing with. 
- Myanmar has made significant progress in the implementation of the Convention for the rights of persons with disabilities in Myanmar, despite formidable challenges it is facing.
-	We are fully aware of the fact that there are rooms to be further improved.
-	There are also challenges remain.
-	Myanmar is, for example, in need of financial support, to provide accessibility services such as inclusive transportation service, sign language training schools, and job opportunities.
-	Despite constraints and challenges, we are resolute to continue our committed efforts in protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. 
-	It is our hope that the Committee will best assist us by rendering constructive support to us in overcoming our challenges and in realization of the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.
Mr. Chairman,
-	In conclusion, we have come a long way from the capital to sit down and discuss with the esteemed committee members for 3 main reasons, among others: to show our desire to further enhance cooperation with the Committee; to demonstrate our commitment and genuine will in better implementation of the Convention; and to improve our efforts in effective protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities in Myanmar.
-	With this, we look forward to fruitful and constructive exchange of view which, we believe, would contribute to take further steps in our endeavors for the betterment of the persons with disabilities.
-	Taking this opportunity, I would like to request the international community to extend their constructive cooperation and necessary assistance to Myanmar’s efforts for promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. 
-	Our delegation will be happy to respond and address the questions raised by the Committee members.
- We would be much obliged if the Committee members could also share with us the best practices of the countries in similar situation with Myanmar.
-Thank you.
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