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· Thank you Chair and to the Committee for this opportunity to brief you on OHCHR’s ongoing work on the rights of children and youth. 
· As was noted, the rights of the child and family reunification is the upcoming theme for the Human Rights Council process, encompassing the High Commissioner’s report, a resolution of the Council and the next annual full day meeting (March 2022). 
· OHCHR held an informal advisory meeting of experts in July to gather input on the strategic priorities for this process, in coordination with member States, UN agencies, the Committee and civil society. 
· At the meeting experts reflected that concerning shortfalls to upholding the rights of the child in relation to family reunification remain in law, policy and practice, particularly for children in cross-border situations, including notably migrant children, those living in conflict, in detention, and those subject to counter-terrorism policies. 
· I thank the Committee once again for its valuable early input, and for its commitment to continuing to engage on this agenda. A strong role on the part of this Committee will be essential to ensure a strategic approach which responds to the gaps affecting children’s right to be reunited with their families. We are now in the process of launching the formal consultation call for inputs to the High Commissioner’s report, and will continue to engage with the group of experts on specific issues. 
· Following the biennialization of the rights of the child mandates at the Human Rights Council, OHCHR is also engaging with civil society and member States to identify what steps could be considered to follow-up on existing resolutions and recommendations of the Council on the rights of the child. 
· Recently (on the 15th of July) OHCHR participated together with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children in a side-event of the High Level Political Forum on children and the Sustainable Development Goals. 
· The event was led by the group of children and youth involved in the #CovidUnder19 global survey initiative, and aimed to create a platform for children and young people to participate at the HLPF and engage on the SDGs. They discussed the importance of investing in children to achieve the SDGs, and the event led to a call to action for children and youth.
· As you may remember, in February 2019, the WHO/UNICEF/Lancet Commission on children at the center of the SDGs launched its report entitled “A Future for the World’s Children”. The report found that children across the world face an uncertain future due to a rapidly changing climate, mass commercial marketing of harmful products like sugar, fast food, tobacco and alcohol, polluted environments, poverty, pervasive inequalities, migration and conflict, and from the failure of all sectors to integrate children’s needs into their policies. It concluded that commercial marketing of products that are harmful to children is one of the most under-appreciated risks to their health and well-being. To facilitate further broad consultation on how to proceed with strengthening a comprehensive global regulatory response to this subject, and accelerate rights-based efforts to reduce and eliminate commercial marketing of harmful products to children WHO, UNICEF and OHCHR are organizing an Expert Meeting to take place in October. We look forward to your participation given the important of this subject on children rights. I understand that some of you are already in contact with our counterparts in WHO.

· Concerning youth, OHCHR also recently organized a panel discussion on youth rights in the context of promoting human rights through sport and the Olympic ideal. The meeting identified how sport can be instrumental to the promotion and realization of human rights, including by empowering young women to participate on equal terms and rise above gender stereotypes. 
· Finally, we are beginning our work with two Qatari organizations, Education Above All and Silatech, with the aim of developing a toolkit on the rights of youth to be done with and for young people. 
· We look forward to continuing to work closely with the Committee and its members over the coming months in implementing OHCHR’s child and youth rights activities.




