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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This alternative report is respectfully submitted by the Forum Méditerranéen pour la Promotion des Droits du Citoyen (FMPDC) to support the constructive dialogue between the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and the Kingdom of Lesotho during the consideration of the State party in the absence of an initial report.

The report welcomes Lesotho's commitment to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and acknowledges the efforts undertaken by the Government to strengthen the rule of law, improve the administration of justice and cooperate with international human rights mechanisms.

FMPDC further welcomes the written information submitted by the Government in response to the Committee's List of Issues, which demonstrates the State party's willingness to engage constructively with the treaty body system despite the delay in submitting its initial report.

The report identifies a number of positive developments while proposing recommendations intended to support the continued implementation of the Convention through dialogue, technical cooperation and institutional strengthening.


I. INFORMATION ON THE SUBMITTING ORGANIZATION

The Forum Méditerranéen pour la Promotion des Droits du Citoyen (FMPDC) is an independent non-governmental organization holding Special Consultative Status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

The organization actively contributes to the work of United Nations Treaty Bodies through alternative reports, technical recommendations and participation in international human rights mechanisms.


II. POSITIVE INSTITUTIONAL CONTEXT

FMPDC welcomes several encouraging developments undertaken by the Kingdom of Lesotho since becoming a State Party to the Convention.

The Government has maintained constructive cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms and has demonstrated its commitment by responding to the Committee's List of Issues in preparation for the present review. This engagement reflects a positive willingness to strengthen compliance with international human rights obligations.

The Forum also notes ongoing efforts to modernize the justice sector, strengthen the independence of judicial institutions and reinforce cooperation between the Ministry of Justice, the Lesotho Mounted Police Service, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and other competent authorities. These initiatives provide a solid institutional basis for preventing enforced disappearance and protecting fundamental rights.


III. NATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Lesotho is a State Party to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and has undertaken to prevent, investigate and punish enforced disappearance in accordance with international law.

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Lesotho provides important guarantees relating to personal liberty, access to justice, due process and judicial protection. These constitutional safeguards are complemented by criminal legislation and procedural rules designed to prevent arbitrary detention and protect individual rights.

FMPDC welcomes the Government's continued efforts to review and modernize its legislative framework. The information provided to the Committee indicates that the authorities recognize the importance of progressively aligning domestic legislation with the Convention and have taken steps to strengthen institutional capacity in this regard.

IV. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION

A. Criminalization of Enforced Disappearance

Relevant Articles: 2, 4, 6 and 7

FMPDC welcomes the commitment expressed by the Kingdom of Lesotho to progressively strengthen its domestic legal framework in accordance with the Convention.

The information provided by the State indicates that existing criminal legislation already protects fundamental rights through offences such as unlawful deprivation of liberty, kidnapping and abuse of authority. These provisions provide an important basis for preventing acts that may amount to enforced disappearance.

The Forum further welcomes the Government's recognition of the importance of legislative development and notes the willingness expressed by the authorities to continue reviewing national legislation with a view to ensuring full compatibility with international standards.

Assessment

Implementation Status: Significant Progress Achieved

The current legal framework offers important guarantees protecting individuals against arbitrary deprivation of liberty. Continued legislative harmonization would further reinforce legal certainty and strengthen the implementation of the Convention.

Recommendation

FMPDC encourages the Kingdom of Lesotho to continue its ongoing legislative review process and to build upon the important safeguards already existing within its legal system.

------------------------------------------------------------

B. Prevention of Arbitrary Detention

Relevant Articles: 17 and 18

FMPDC welcomes the constitutional guarantees protecting personal liberty and judicial supervision over deprivation of liberty.

The legal framework of Lesotho provides safeguards intended to ensure that persons deprived of liberty are brought before competent judicial authorities and have access to legal representation.

The Forum also welcomes the continued efforts undertaken by national institutions to strengthen professionalism within law enforcement agencies and judicial institutions.

These developments contribute to reducing the risk of arbitrary detention and reinforce public confidence in the administration of justice.

Assessment

Implementation Status: Largely Implemented

Lesotho has established important constitutional and procedural safeguards. Continued institutional strengthening and capacity-building will further consolidate these achievements.

Recommendation

FMPDC encourages the Government to continue investing in institutional capacity and administrative modernization in order to ensure the consistent application of procedural safeguards throughout the country.


C. Registers of Persons Deprived of Liberty

Relevant Articles: 17, 18 and 22

FMPDC welcomes the efforts undertaken by the competent authorities to improve administrative management within places of detention.

The maintenance of detention records constitutes an important safeguard against enforced disappearance and contributes to transparency, accountability and judicial oversight.

The Forum notes positively the Government's willingness to continue improving administrative practices and institutional coordination.

Assessment

Implementation Status: Largely Implemented

The existing administrative framework provides an appropriate basis for ensuring legal certainty regarding detention. Continued modernization of record-management systems would further improve efficiency and accessibility.

Recommendation

FMPDC encourages Lesotho to continue strengthening administrative record-keeping and

E. Rights of Victims

Relevant Article: 24

FMPDC welcomes the continued commitment of the Kingdom of Lesotho to strengthening the protection of victims within its justice system.

The Constitution and existing legislation provide important guarantees relating to access to justice, equality before the law and judicial protection. During the reporting period, the Government continued to promote reforms aimed at improving access to legal remedies and strengthening public confidence in judicial institutions.

The Forum also welcomes the willingness of the authorities to further develop policies that promote respect for human dignity and the protection of vulnerable persons.

Assessment

Implementation Status: Significant Progress Achieved

Lesotho has continued strengthening its legal and institutional framework for the protection of victims. Continued development of specialized support services and rehabilitation programmes would further enhance these positive achievements.

Recommendation

FMPDC encourages the Government to continue reinforcing comprehensive assistance for victims and their families through coordinated legal, social and administrative measures.


F. Education and Professional Training

Relevant Article: 23

FMPDC welcomes the initiatives undertaken by the Government to strengthen professional capacity within the justice sector.

Training programmes for judges, prosecutors, police officers and other public officials contribute to improving knowledge of constitutional guarantees, international human rights standards and the rule of law.

The Forum considers these initiatives an important preventive measure that reinforces institutional professionalism and accountability.

Assessment

Implementation Status: Largely Implemented

The expansion of professional training demonstrates the Government's commitment to strengthening public institutions. Continued inclusion of the Convention within national training curricula would further consolidate these efforts.

Recommendation

FMPDC encourages Lesotho to continue expanding specialized training activities concerning the Convention

VI. CONCLUSIONS

FMPDC commends the Kingdom of Lesotho for its constructive engagement with the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and for its continued commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights.

The Forum recognizes the important progress achieved in strengthening constitutional guarantees, reinforcing judicial independence, improving institutional coordination and promoting cooperation with international human rights mechanisms.

The written information submitted by the Government demonstrates a clear willingness to engage in constructive dialogue and to continue strengthening the implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

FMPDC believes that the progress already achieved provides a solid foundation for further legislative and institutional development. Continued reforms will contribute to strengthening legal certainty, enhancing institutional effectiveness and ensuring the full realization of the objectives of the Convention.

The Forum remains confident that Lesotho will continue building upon these achievements through constructive cooperation with the Committee and with all relevant national stakeholders.

------------------------------------------------------------

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS

In the spirit of constructive dialogue and partnership, FMPDC respectfully recommends that the Committee encourage the Kingdom of Lesotho to:

1. Continue strengthening its legislative framework in order to ensure full harmonization with the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

2. Build upon the important constitutional safeguards already protecting personal liberty and access to justice.

3. Continue modernizing the justice sector through institutional
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