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4 July 2022
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on follow-up on concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honour to refer to the examination of the sixth periodic report of Seychelles, at the Committee’s Seventy-fourth session, held in October and November 2019. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/SYC/CO/6) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 52 on follow-up to the concluding observations, the Committee requested Seychelles to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 18, 28 (a) and 40 (a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received in March 2022 (CEDAW/C/SYC/FCO/6) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its eighty-second session, held in June 2022, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 18 of the concluding observations that the State party: “allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources to the Gender Secretariat in order to effectively implement the Convention and national policy and strengthen collaboration with partners from the public and private sectors and civil society”: 
The Committee welcomes the allocation of two staff members to the Gender Secretariat. It also takes note of the State party’s indication that the Gender Secretariat receives support from the Monitoring and Evaluation Section and the Programme Unit. The Committee regrets, however, the absence of information on technical and financial resources, including any details on the type of support the Gender Secretariat receives from the Monitoring and Evaluation Section and Programme Unit. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 18 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Allocate adequate human, technical and financial resources to the Gender Secretariat in order to effectively implement the Convention and national policy and strengthen collaboration with partners from the public and private sectors and civil society.
In relation to the recommendation in paragraph 28(a) that the State party “put in place an adequate and well-resourced system with specific tools and protocols for the early identification of victims of trafficking and their referral to appropriate services”: 
The Committee notes with interest that a 2021 UNODC training on human trafficking was provided to participants from the judiciary, the police, and immigration services. It welcomes the indication by the State party that the issue of trafficking has been included in the training curriculum of the Seychelles Police Academy. The Committee regrets, however, the lack of detailed information on the trafficking related issues included in the training curriculum of the police academy. It also regrets the lack of information on any specific tools and protocols that may have been put in place to address early identification of victims of trafficking and refer them to appropriate services. 
Thus, the Committee considers that the State party has taken some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 28 (a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Put in place an adequate and well-resourced system with specific tools and protocols for the early identification of victims of trafficking and their referral to appropriate services.
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 40 (a) of the concluding observations that the State party “expedite the adoption of the national policy on sexual and reproductive health, as well as the action plan on reproductive health, and establish a permanent body to coordinate and monitor their implementation”: 
The Committee notes the information provided by the State party that the national policy on sexual and reproductive health is still in its draft form. It regrets that no information was provided regarding the adoption of the action plan on reproductive health and the establishment of a permanent body to coordinate and monitor implementation of the national policy and action plan. 
The Committee considers that the State party has taken no steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 40(a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Expedite the adoption of the national policy on sexual and reproductive health, as well as the action plan on reproductive health, and establish a permanent body to coordinate and monitor their implementation.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Louiza Chalal
Rapporteur on follow-up
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