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The general dire situation of persons with disabilities in Yemen is alarming, requires close scrutiny, and it is likely that other submissions would have brought this information to the Committee’s attention. The present submission is focused solely on the record of United Nations agencies and international NGOs in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities.  

1. International norms and standards and international assistance

Yemen is a State party of CESCR and CRPD, among other treaties, which promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. Though implementation of these treaties is the obligation of the State party, UN organizations have a role to promote the rights of persons with disabilities. Indeed, according to the 2019 United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy, para. 14:

The organizations of the United Nations system commit, through the policy, to accelerating efforts to support the achievement of the inclusion of persons with disabilities and their human rights through the practical implementation of the globally agreed commitments contained in the United Nations treaties, conferences and summits and their follow-up, in particular the 2030 Agenda; the Sendai Framework; the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development; the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III); the multiple resolutions adopted by the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council; and the World Humanitarian Summit[.]

Security Council Resolution 2475 (2019) encouraged Member States in times of conflict to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy equal access to basic services, including education, health care, transportation, information, communications technology (ICT) and systems. The Council further urged States to enable the meaningful participation and representation of persons with disabilities, including their representative organizations, in humanitarian action and in conflict prevention, resolution, reconciliation, reconstruction and peacebuilding. The Council urged Member States to take steps to eliminate discrimination and marginalization on the basis of disability in situations of armed conflict, and comply with their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

In Yemen, in the ninth year of conflict, government is divided and services are fragmented, with 21.6 million people or 66% of the population in need of humanitarian assistance, and the situation of persons with disabilities is among the most acute. In such a context, the UN and international aid organizations play an outsized role in assistance.

2. Lack of prioritization and inclusion of persons with disabilities

Neither prior to the conflict in 2015 or since have UN agencies or international NGOs working in Yemen afforded adequate prioritization nor efforts to ensure inclusion of persons with disabilities (PWD) in their work:

· virtually no buildings of UN agencies are physically accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. ramps, restrooms, etc.) in the key centers of Sana’a, Aden, or in governorate hubs, including on newly built premises, and despite enormous sums spent on preventive security measures;
· almost no efforts on access to information and communication outreach, including signage of agency buildings, for PWD;
· limited efforts to meaningfully include participation of PWD in agencies’ programmes and activities, nor in humanitarian response planning and decision-making;
· almost no prioritization of PWD in humanitarian interventions;
· limited allocation of financial resources for PWD representative organizations related to project implementation;
· limited or no human resources strategy to ensure participation of PWD in employment opportunities of organizations; and
· limited awareness-raising efforts or campaigns to promote inclusion.

3. Conclusions and recommendations

In addition to recommendations related to broader areas of discrimination of persons with disabilities in Yemen, the Committee may reference the vital leading role in assistance to the State party UN agencies and international organizations play in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly in Yemen’s conflict-context:

The Committee recommends that the State party...[...] In implementing its Covenant obligations for persons with disabilities, it is recommended that the State party seek and strengthen international cooperation and assistance from international organizations, including the United Nations, with attention to the United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy.
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