[bookmark: _GoBack]Distinguished members of the Committee, 
Excellency State Minister Semegn Wube, 
Members of the Secretariat,
 Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin by expressing my profound appreciation for all those involved in making this dialogue between the Committee and the Ethiopian delegation possible. 
The Ethiopian delegation, who could not have come to Geneva, is present here today via video Conference from Addis to engage with the Committee. This demonstrates both the commitment and readiness of Ethiopia to engage constructively and timely as per the schedule of the Committee to share the enormous work done and efforts made with regards to the implementation of Ethiopia’s human rights obligations. 
This review process is an opportunity to showcase the activities done in terms of promoting gender equality and women’s rights, and most importantly, to inform this Committee and the international community about the progress we have made and the results we have achieved in implementing the Convention and at the same time to share our experiences. 
Allow me to thank the Secretariat who were working tirelessly with the Permanent Mission here in Geneva and colleagues in Addis for setting up the video link to make today’s meeting possible.
With these short words, I would like to ask you, Mr. Chairperson, to invite Her Excellency, the State Minister to introduce members of the Ethiopian delegation and to make an introductory statement. 
I thank you.
