                                                                              [image: D:\Image\PforT\Final Logo PFT.jpg]


Report submitted to human rights committee on the review of France
Submitted to: Human Rights Committee
Submitted by: Partners for Transparency (Granted consultative status with the ECOSOC)
Executive summary
France has ratified the international covenant on civil and political rights in November 1980, and the 1st optional protocol to the international covenant on civil and political rights in February 1984, in addition to the 2nd optional protocol aiming at the abolishing of death penalty in October 2007. It is thus bound by the provisions of the Covenant and its annexed protocols, and is obligated in the same context to adapt its national legislation and laws in consistent with the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the first and second attached protocols thereto.
Although France has taken laudable legal and legislative steps to promote the enjoyment by all individuals of all the civil and political rights enshrined in the Covenant, However, France's current human rights reality indicates grave violations of the fundamental human rights enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, including violations of the right to life, liberty, security of person and physical integrity, violations of the right to freedom of opinion, expression and peaceful assembly, and violations of the right to protection from arbitrary arrest, forced detention, discrimination and inequality.
In the light of the foregoing, Partners for Transparency provides in this report an overview and detailed observations on France's compliance with the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, on the occasion of its review before the Human Rights Committee at its 142nd session, by focusing on the most important articles of the Covenant involving certain rights issues of grave concern to Partners Foundation, including those related to the excessive and lethal use of force by law enforcement agencies without regard to the principles of necessity, proportionality and gradual use of force, failure to protect the right to life, widespread practices of arbitrary arrest, forced detention, torture and inhumane conditions of detention, and restrictions on freedom of opinion, expression and peaceful assembly, which will be addressed in details as follows:
Racial discrimination and protection of the right to life
Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights guarantees the right to life to all individuals as the highest human right, stating that the right to life is inherent to every human being, No one may be arbitrarily deprived of his or her life, and article 2 provides that States parties must guarantee all the rights enshrined in the Covenant, including the right to life and protection from detention for all persons without discrimination on any basis.
The French authorities continued to abolish the death penalty and to suspend its implementation in law and practice, which is an actual guarantee of the protection of the right to life. However, Partners noticed that over the past years, France's law enforcement authorities have expanded the use of excessive force against migrants, asylum seekers and persons of color in France, constituting a prevailing, persistent and concerning pattern of racial bias. In this context, Partners emphasize that people of color, including people of African, Asian, and middle eastern descent, are more likely to be targeted, physically and verbally abused, stopped, searched, and mistreated by the police, in addition to being detained and convicted of crimes.[endnoteRef:1]  [1:  French police stop Black and Arab youth 20 times more, Argia, July 11, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/AQxl] 

Moreover, Partners foundation spotted recently a number of incidents in which the french police used excessive force against certain minorities, specifically Africans and persons of African and Arab descent, without adhering to the International Principles and Standards on the Use of Force and Firearms that oblige law enforcement officials to use force only when absolutely necessary and to the extent necessary to perform duty and in a manner commensurate with the threat they face, which has often resulted in the deaths of such persons.
In 27 June 2023, for instance, the French police killed the 17 year-old teenager of Algerian descent, Nahel Marzouk, in Nanterre suburb after he was shot by police at point-blank range while his car was parked for failure to comply with traffic police instructions. [endnoteRef:2]The 19-year-old young man, Alhoussein Camara, was also killed on 14 June 2023 in similar circumstances, with reports indicating that he was shot at point-blank range by police for refusing to comply with traffic stop orders in the small town of Angoulême, south-western France.[endnoteRef:3] [2:  Investigation opens after French police kill teenager who failed to stop at traffic checkpoint, RFI, June 27, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/AQyz]  [3:  Calls for justice for teenager shot dead by French police two weeks before Nahel, RFI,  July 7, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/AQzZ] 

In addition, French authorities have failed to conclude investigations into police violence against minorities in a number of cases and have acquitted police officers accused of murdering people from minority communities, particularly those of African descent, in other cases. This encouraged police officers in France to commit such practices on a large scale with almost total impunity. For example, the French authorities acquitted the officers involved in killing the young man of African descent, Adama Traoré, after seven years of investigation despite recommendations to the French authorities that the perpetrators of his murder should be brought to justice and penalized appropriately.[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Judges clear police officers over death of Adama Traoré in custody, le monde, September 1, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/AR0r] 

Freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of the press and the media
Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights obliges States parties to guarantee everyone's right to freedom of expression, access to and unrestricted transmission of information, freedom of the press and other media, and prohibits attacks on press freedoms. France's Constitution and law provide for freedom of expression, including freedom of the press and other media, and guarantee the right of individuals to publicly or secretly criticize the Government without retaliation. The French authorities generally respected these rights. However, Partners noticed that over the past years, the French authorities have continued to commit widespread human rights violations against journalists and press freedoms.
In this context, Partners refers to the systematic attacks by police forces in France against journalists during the coverage of multiple protests that have erupted in the country over the past years. For example, during the protests that erupted as part of the social movement opposing the Government's pension reform project in January 2023, a number of journalists were subjected to more than 15 incidents of violence by the French police, and at least five journalists have been arrested by the French authorities since 2023.[endnoteRef:5]  [5:  France, link: https://tinyl.io/BJTf] 

Partners also found that there were a record number of reports of Islamophobic acts in June 2024, with a total of 145 incidents reported as of 25 June, up from a monthly average of 85, with a sharp rise in verbal attacks targeting hijabi women on the street.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  France's election stokes far-right linked violence, Reuters, June 28, 2024, Link: https://2h.ae/ApPI] 

At the same time, Partners condemn the French Government's discrimination against its athletes, by preventing them from wearing hijab at the Paris Olympic Games, where many women and girls were discriminated against and excluded from playing, training and competing in the sports they love and excel in during the 2024 Olympic Games in France.[endnoteRef:7] [7:  French government accused of discrimination against its own athletes with Olympics hijab ban, 14 June 2024, Link: https://2h.ae/flCc] 

Freedom of peaceful assembly
Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights guarantees the right to peaceful assembly and prohibits any restrictions that may be imposed on the exercise of this right other than those provided for by law and constitute necessary measures for the maintenance of national security, public safety or order, the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.
The French authorities have allowed a number of peaceful protests and demonstrations to take place over the past years, however, some peaceful protests and demonstrations have faced severe and unjustified restrictions by the French authorities. In this regard, reports reviewed by Partners indicate that the French authorities have prevented a number of peaceful protests and demonstrations over the past years, used excessive force against protesters and peaceful demonstrators, and arrested hundreds of them. For example, the French authorities have banned pro-Palestinian demonstrations recently held in solidarity with the Palestinian people as they are likely to lead to disturbances in public order.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  La France interdit toute manifestation pro-palestinienne et interpellera tout "fauteur de troubles", radio France, 12 octobre 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/BJLW] 

In addition, numerous videos circulated on social media displayed law enforcement officers using excessive force against peaceful demonstrators and protesters, including tear gas, batons, grenades, stun grenades and rubber bullets, resulting in hundreds of injuries and serious wounds to protesters. During the protests that erupted as part of the social movement opposed to the Government's pension reform project in January 2023, for example, a protester was forced to remove one of his testicles after being beaten with a baton between his legs by a police officer, although he posed no security risk.[endnoteRef:9] Also during the 11 March 2023 protests within the same movement, a 15-year-old high school student was seriously injured in his face, after being hit by a grenade by French police. A woman's thumb was also seriously injured by a tear gas bomb fired by police in the city of Rouen during the demonstrations on 23 March 2023, which permanently deprived her of her finger.[endnoteRef:10] A railway worker lost an eye on 23 March after being hit by grenade shrapnel during a demonstration in Paris. [9:  French police hit by claims they’re too tough on protesters, ap news, 3, April 3, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/BJLD]  [10:  Doris, manifestante blessée à Rouen : une grenade lacrymogène en cause, l’IGPN saisie, paris, 27 Mars 2023, https://tinyl.io/BJLH] 

In addition to the excessive use of force against peaceful protesters and demonstrators, the French authorities also continued to arrest and detain peaceful protesters who participated peacefully in the protests that have erupted over the past years. For example, the French authorities arrested hundreds of demonstrators who took part in the protests in solidarity with the Palestinian people. According to official statistics obtained by Partners, the French authorities arrested nearly 500 people in connection with the anti-Israel protests from 7 October to 5 November 2023. [endnoteRef:11] [11:  Guerre Israël-Hamas : 1 040 actes antisémites et 486 interpellations en France depuis le début du conflit, selon Darmanin, Le Monde, 5 novembre 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/BJTD] 

Also on 16 March 2023, 292 demonstrators were arrested by French police during a peaceful demonstration in Concorde Square in Paris. French police also arrested more than 457 people across France during demonstrations on 23 March 2023 against pension reform, in which 1 to 3.5 million people participated in France.[endnoteRef:12] 13 people were arrested by French police on 17 April 2023 after a demonstration broke out in Marseille to protest against the change in pensions.[endnoteRef:13] [12:  Retraites : la contrôleuse générale des lieux de privation de liberté dénonce "une instrumentalisation des gardes à vue à des fins répressives", France Info, May 3, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/BJLL]  [13:  13 people arrested in France after a demonstration in protest of pension change, PBS, Apr 17, 2023, link: https://tinyl.io/BJLN] 

In July 2024, French police fired tear gas and used water cannon trucks and reinforcements to disperse demonstrators following droughts in France, that led to a policy of building huge reservoirs to feed agriculture irrigation, what demonstrators viewed as a preference for large farms, resulting in the death of four protesters, as well as a police officer.[endnoteRef:14] [14:  Five protesters and one police officer hurt in French reservoir demonstration, The Guardian, 20 Jul 2024, Link: https://2h.ae/vMMk] 

Recommendations
In this context, Partners for Transparency presents a number of recommendations as follows:
· Take urgent measures to reduce arbitrary or unlawful killings committed by law enforcement officials against persons of African, Asian or Middle Eastern descent, and ensure that effective remedies and reparations, including adequate compensation, are provided to victims and their families, and that perpetrators are held accountable and brought to justice.
· Train law enforcement agencies on international principles and standards for the use of force, including the principle of necessity, discrimination, proportionality and gradual use of force.
· Enact legislations that identify clear guidelines and standards for the use of force by law enforcements officers.
· Establish independent oversight mechanism to investigate incidents of excessive use of force by law enforcements agencies.
· Take urgent measures to address systematic police biases against persons of African, Asian or Middle Eastern descent.
· Establish independent, transparent, and impartial investigative mechanisms into allegations of violations against protesters by the police.
· Implement exhaustive training programmes for law enforcement officers focusing on de-escalation and conflict resolution techniques and protecting demonstrators' rights.
· Review and reform the use of force policies by law enforcement agencies to ensure their conformity with international human rights standards, including standards of necessity, proportionality and gradual use of force.
· Ensure that officers engaging in unlawful conduct during protests are prosecuted and held accountable for their actions.
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