CONCLUDING REMARKS OF THE LIBERIA 2026 TASK FORCE-Mr. Alfred KOUASSI

At the end of this exercise, which was meant to be a dialogue with the Republic of Liberia, I would like to express my satisfaction with the contribution of the task force members and the other experts on the Committee to the success of this exercise. 
This exercise was conducted around Liberia’s initial report and the alternative reports from non-governmental organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities grouped within the National Union of Persons with Disabilities of Liberia, whose members would have liked to be here with us in Geneva but were denied visas. Despite this situation, the leaders of this union continued to engage with the Committee, and I would like to congratulate and thank them on behalf of the task force and the Committee.
I also thank IDA and the secretariat for all the support provided. 
As the task force coordinator had said, the fact that Liberia has ratified the Convention and submitted its initial report is a cause for satisfaction. 
Through the efforts that we were able to note in the initial report, we have no doubt about the willingness of the State Party to implement the Convention for the benefit of persons with disabilities. 
It is therefore regrettable that the State Party did not meet with the Committee to provide more information on the actions undertaken and the activities planned.
We always hope to receive responses within the following 24 hours because behind this whole process, it is the rights of several disabled people that need to be implemented. We know that this country is gradually recovering from the effects of the war and we can therefore understand that the challenges are many, which leads to priorities in all areas and a constant need for resources.
Also, in order to achieve a successful implementation of the Convention, I would like to encourage the State Party to adopt the principle of inclusion advocated by the Convention, which involves systematically incorporating the theme of disability at the heart of all priorities with close consultation and active participation of persons with disabilities through the organizations that represent them. Finally, I would respectfully like to invite the country's authorities to make the Committee's concluding observations a working tool within the State Party.
Thank you
