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Japanese Women for Justice and Peace (JWJP) is a non-governmental organization of Japanese women

in Japan and overseas. Our goal is to achieve the women’s rights and to protect our children’s rights.



Abductions of Japanese Citizens by DPRK

1. Relevant article of ICCPR
Article 12

2. Issue

Abductions of Japanese Citizens by DPRK is the case of “Enforced Disappearance”
and one of the worst crimes against humanity committed by a state. Japanese
government should rescue by whatever means all Japanese victims. At present, 17

people are officially recognized as abductees by the Japanese government. !
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September 19, 1977
Ushitsu Gase
Mr. KUME Yutaka
(52, Ishikawa Prefecturs)

Disappeared off the coast of Ushitsu,
Ishikawa Prefecture. His whereabouts
are unconfirmed. (Morth Korea denies
he entered its termtony )

October 21, 1977
Suspected Abduction Case Invalving a Woman
Ms. MATSUMOTO Kyoko
(29, Tottori Prafecturs)
Dizappeared on her way to a knitting schoal
chose to her home. Her whersabouts are
unicenfirmed. (North Karea denies she
entered its termiony )

July 7, 1978
Suspected Abduction Case
Involving a Couple

Mr. CHIMURA Yasushl

(23, Fukui Prefacturs)

Ms. CHIMURA Fukle
(Maiden name Hamamuota)

|23, Fukui Prafacture)
Dizappeared after going out stating
that they were going on a date.
The couple returned to Japan in
October 2002.

Movember 15,1977
Suspected Abduction Case
Invalving a Girl
Ms. YOKOTA Megumi

{13, Miigata Prafecturs)
Disappeared on her way home from sehodl in

Niigata city. Her whereabouts are unconfimed.
[North Korea claims she committed suitide )

In or areund June 1978
Suspected Abduction Case Involving
a Former Restaurant Worker

Mr. TANAKA Minoru

(28, Hyogo Prafecturs) i

Disappeared aier departng Japan for Europe. Hewherzaonts
a2 mcoufinmed. (Warh Kirea denes e anizres| s terriary

July 31,1978
Suspected Abduction Case
Invelving a Couple

Mr. HASUIKE Kaoru
(20, Niigata Prefacture)

Ms. HASUIKE Yuklko
(Maiden name Okudo)

(22, Niigata Prafacture)
Mr. HASUIKE Kaoru disappeared after he
went out siafing that he was going out and
winuld soon be back Simitarty, Ms. OKUDO
Yukikn disappeared aftsr going out
The couple returned to Japan in Oclober
2002,

In or areund June 1973
Suspected Abduction Case of Lee
Un-Hae
Ms. TAGUCHI Yaeko

(22, unknown)
Her whemeabouts are unconfirmed. (North
Korea claims she died in a traffic accident )

Bugust 12,1978
Suspected Abduction Case
Involving a Couple

Mr. ICHIKAWA Shulchl
(23, Kagoshima Prefacture)

Ms. MASUMOTO Rumiko
(24, Kagoshima Prefacture)
Disappeared after going out, stating
that they were going fo see the sunset
on the beach. Their whereabouts are
unconfirmed. (Morth Korea claims
that each of the couple died of a heart
attack while swimming in the ocean_}

1 https!//www.rachi.go.jp/en/
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August 12,1978 Mid-June 1930

Suspected Abduction Case Sin Kwang-5u Case

Involving a Mother and a Mr. HARA Tadaakl

Daughter {43, Miyazaki Frefacturs)
Ms. SOGA Hitoml Disappeared in Miyazaki Prefecture.

His whereabouts are unconfirmed.
{Morth Korea claims he died of
cirrhosis of the fiver.)

In or around July 19332
Suspected Abduction Case

Involving a Japanese Woman in

(18, Niigata Prefacturs)

Ms. SOGA Miyoshl

{46, Niigata Prefecturs)
Disappeared after going out, stating that
they were going shopping. Ms. S0GA
Hitmmi refurned to Japan in October 2002
Ms. Miyoshi's whereabowts are
unconfirmed. (North Korea denies she

entered its territony) Europe |
Ms. ARIMOTO Kelko
(23, Europe)

In or areund May 1380 Disappeared in Europe. Her whereabouts =
Suspected Abduction Case are unconfirmed. (Morth Korea clzims
Involving Japanese Males in that she died in 4 gas accident )

Europe
Mr. ISHIOKA Toru B Locations where abductees disappeared

{22, Europsa)
Mr. MATSUK] Kaoru I icrth v daing D2 dadhol he deces.

{26, Europs) I vt v danies e sbdactes mtered ks tenioey
Both disappeared during their stay I ehamed o e
in Europe. Their whereabouts are
unconfirmed. (North Korea claims —_
that Mr. ISHIOKA has died in a gas
accident and that Mr. MATSUK] died
in a traffic accident.)
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Abductions of Japanese Citizens by North Korea For Their Immediate Return! 2

Headquarters for the Abduction Issue, Government of Japan

In fact, far more people are abducted. According to the research by the private
citizens' group, the Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably Related
to North Korea3, the number of " missing Japanese probably related to North Korea"
is approximately 470.¢ Furthermore, according to the Japanese National Police

Agency, the number of missing Japanese possibly abducted by North Korea is 875.5

2 https!//www.rachi.go.jp/en/p-en2020.pdf

3 https!//www.chosa-kai.jp/

4 https!//www.chosa-kai.jp/archives/2164

5 https!//www.npa.go.Jp/bureau/security/abduct/list.html
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And according to the latest number as of January 2020 in the booklet of Japanese

government$, there are 878 cases of missing persons in addition to the 17 Japanese

abductees.
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Poster « Rescue All! Faces of missing Japanese probably related to North Korea »

the Investigation Commission on Missing Japanese Probably Relatedto North Korea

6 https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/p-en2020.pdf

-4-


https://www.rachi.go.jp/en/p-en2020.pdf

3. Proposed recommendations

We strongly request the CCPR to make the following recommendations.
The DPRK government should:

1) Release all the innocent abductees immediately without any conditions

2) Release not only the abducted Japanese citizens but all other abducted victims of

other countries, such as Republic of Korea, Thailand, Romania, Lebanon etc.

3) Comply with United Nations Human Rights Code, respect and engage all
resolutions of the United Nations related to this crime as a state member of the

Unite Nations

4) Hold immediate consultation with the Japanese government and with the
government of the United States of America for immediate return of the abducted
victims.

( The U.S. President Trump and Kim Jong-Un, the Chairman of the State Affairs

Commission of North Korea, had three summit meetings. The first summit was held

in Singapore on June 12,2018, the second in Hanoi on February 27-28, 2019 and the

third in Panmunjom on June 30 ,2019.)

End



