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UNHCR is the UN agency with a mandate to provide international protection and to work for solutions for refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced and stateless persons. UNHCR would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to provide an update on our work in promoting the rights of persons with disabilities. 
The world now has a population of 70.8 million forcibly displaced people. In 2018, 37,000 people were newly displaced every day.  Based on global averages, we estimate that this could mean  over 10 million persons with disabilities have been forcibly displaced from their homes due to persecution, violence and human rights violations. 
In 2018, 84% of the world’s refugees were hosted in developing regions, which already face severe structural barriers to sustainable development and usually have the least resources to respond to the needs of people seeking refuge. UNHCR is currently working together with UN member states in preparation for the first Global Refugee Forum, on 17-18 December, which offers a unique opportunity to strengthen collective responses to refugee situations. Within these preparations, we are working closely with Finland, the International Disability Alliance and other stakeholders to ensure that the rights of persons with disabilities are reflected in the processes and the outcomes of the Forum. This includes promoting participation by persons with disabilities in the preparatory processes and in the Forum itself, as well as encouraging pledges and contributions to advance the commitments made in relation to persons with disabilities in the Global Compact on Refugees. We would welcome an opportunity to collaborate with the Committee as this process advances. 
UNHCR also continues to work towards realizing the commitments we made at the Global Disability Summit. Key among these is to improve identification of persons with disabilities as part of our registration processes for displaced persons, through incorporating the Washington Group short set of questions. We see this as a key entry point to strengthening access to protection and to enabling effective monitoring of access to services. 
UNHCR is also working more broadly to build the capacity of staff and partners to include persons with disabilities across all sectors. As part of these capacity building efforts, we have recently revised our Need to Know Guidance on working with persons with disabilities, in partnership with the International Rescue Committee, Humanity & Inclusion and Under the Same Sun. We also finalized an eLearning on the same topic, together with the Women’s Refugee Commission; and are now in the process of finalizing, together with the Women’s Refugee Commission, an accompanying toolkit for delivery of workshops bringing together UNHCR and partners, organizations of persons with disabilities from host communities and displaced persons with disabilities. 
As recognized at the World Humanitarian Summit and more recently in the universal adoption of the first ever Security Council Resolution 2475 on persons with disabilities in armed conflict, more needs to be done to protect the rights of persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies, and to engage them as actors in humanitarian response. 
To contribute towards addressing this need, UNHCR, together with UNICEF, co-led the development of guidance on inclusion of persons with disabilities in Humanitarian Response Plans and Humanitarian Needs Overviews. This guidance, developed together with OCHA, WFP, IOM and WHO and with support from the UK Department for International Development, aims to strengthen inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian coordination. 
UNHCR also engaged actively in the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Guidelines on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action and congratulate the co-chairs of the Task Team (International Disability Alliance, UNICEF and Humanity & Inclusion) for leading the highly participatory process that produced this comprehensive resource for the humanitarian sector. UNHCR, as co-chair of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee Results Group 2, on accountability and inclusion, looks forward to working with organizations of persons with disabilities and others to support dissemination and implementation of the guidelines.
UNHCR also welcomes the launch of the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy, as an important step towards improving accountability of the UN system towards persons with disabilities.
A core priority for UNHCR is to strengthen partnerships with organizations of persons with disabilities, who we see as key actors in refugee response. The International Disability Alliance had an important role in development of the Global Compact on Refugees and we look forward to continuing to build on this and other relevant partnerships at global, regional and country level. 
We thank the Committee for the opportunity to present these recent developments and initiatives, and we look forward to our continued collaboration with you to advance the promotion and protection of the rights of all persons with disabilities. 
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