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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Dear colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is a pleasure to open the twenty-fourth session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, which will take place from today, 20 March, until Friday, 31 March 2023.
A very warm welcome to all of you here in the room, as well as everyone following remotely.
To start with, I want to thank the five Members of the Committee whose first mandate will come to an end next June: yourself, Mme. Chair, together with Mr. Olivier de Frouville; Mr. Matar Diop; Ms. Barbara Lochbihler, and Mr. Juan José Lopez. In compliance with the Convention, some of you might be reelected by the States Parties. Whatever the outcome of the June elections, I want to emphasize the great contribution that each of you has made to the work of the Committee. It is a privilege to be working with you and we wish you continued success, whatever the future holds.  
Madame la Présidente
L'engagement de chacun de vous pour soutenir les victimes et les Etats afin de promouvoir la mise en œuvre des droits et obligations de la Convention est très apprécié. 
Chaque étape de votre travail contribue à la construction de la jurisprudence internationale dont tous les acteurs ont besoin. Les États, les victimes, les organisations de la société civile, les organisations des droits de l’homme, les agences et programmes des Nations Unies et bien d’autres acteurs ont tous besoin d’être entendus et ont besoin des conseils de votre comité. Vos conseils orientent leurs actions visant à prévenir et éradiquer les disparitions forcées, à obtenir réparation pour les victimes de ce crime, et à lutter contre son impunité. 
La notion de disparitions forcées reste peu connue. Son absence de la grande majorité des ordres législatifs nationaux et de l’agenda des Etats semble souvent se convertir en une stratégie pour cacher l’indicible. Nous devons sans cesse renforcer nos efforts et joindre nos forces pour lutter contre ce crime.  
En ce sens, je tiens à souligner les efforts considérables que vous avez déployés pour promouvoir la coopération et la coordination entre les mécanismes des droits de l'homme, pour impliquer dans vos projets les acteurs de la société civile, les institutions nationales des droits de l'homme, et différentes sections du bureau du Haut-Commissariat des droits de l'homme. 
Madam Chair, 
Distinguished Experts, 
At your last session, you adopted together with the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances and three special rapporteurs, the Joint Statement on Illegal intercountry adoptions. This declaration tackles an issue that remains largely unknown. It also enhances the synergy of human rights mechanisms, contributing to their mutual reinforcement. Your joint statement gathers the positions of six independent human rights mechanisms who joined forces to provide guidance to States, victims and civil society organizations. It is now available in all UN languages and has given rise to a large media coverage. We look forward to the next steps of the campaign of information about this innovative tool.
For your project of General Comment on Enforced Disappearances in the context of migration, you have organized wide ranging consultations. Your cooperation with OHCHR field presences enabled the organization of regional consultations with our offices in Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe and Latin-America that counted with the participation of victims, civil society organizations, National Human Rights Institutions, UN presences and States. 
And last week, for the first time ever, you invited OHCHR offices in Latin America and the Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances to attend together an intervention at a public hearing at the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights. This allowed us to convey a common message on the sensitive issue of access to information, including military and intelligence archives, related to enforced disappearances. 
These are only a few examples of your recent initiatives. Such consultations and coordination processes take time and are not always easy to achieve, but they are essential to promote coherence, cooperation and to gather forces to promote human rights. 
Madam Chair, 
Distinguished Experts,
The work of the Office and the treaty bodies is mutually reinforcing, and we will continue to build on the substantive deliberations and decisions of your committee and those of the other Treaty Bodies. Your concluding observations on country-specific situations, your reports on country visits, urgent actions, general recommendations and jurisprudence constitute the backbone for the work of the Office and the UN system on enforced disappearances.
The momentum and energy of the Human Rights 75 initiative commemorating the anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights constitutes an occasion to strengthen this cooperation and engagement between international and regional human rights mechanisms, and with OHCHR, to advance the fight against enforced disappearances and to promote the ratification of the Convention. We hope you will make full use of the High Commissioner’s Initiative, individually as well as collectively.
For example, as part of the initiative, the High Commissioner decided to focus the monthly thematic spotlight of August on “Justice”. The issue of enforced disappearances will be specifically addressed in that context. 
Also, as part of the initiative, the Office is championing a ratification campaign to promote the ratification of the main human rights treaties. The Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances is one of the treaties covered by the campaign. We count on your voices to convince even more States to ratify it. 
	Madam Chair, 
Distinguished Experts,
This year again, your work has demonstrated that enforced disappearances remain a burning reality, and that all States still have to take urgent measures to prevent and eradicate this crime. 
Since the last session, you have registered 36 new urgent actions, responding to calls for support from victims of alleged enforced disappearances. This brings the total of registered urgent actions to 1576, related to facts that occurred in 30 States parties to the Convention.
This figure is high, but it is a small proportion of the disappearances that occur worldwide. For example, your work has signaled the thousands of disappeared persons in Iraq, Mali, and Mexico, that many people might have never learned of if not for your work. 
In his oral update to the current session of the Human Rights Council on 7 March, the High Commissioner highlighted his support to the calls for the creation of a new institution that is focused on clarifying the fate and whereabouts of missing persons in Syria and providing support to victims. He urged the Syrian Government – as well as other Member States – to cooperate with it, if it is indeed established. 
Madam Chair, 
Distinguished experts,
The Office of the High Commissioner continues its work to support the strengthening of the treaty bodies and is in the process of finalizing an implementation plan following the June 2022 conclusions of the Chairs. The aim is to facilitate your work, as well as that of the other treaty bodies, of the States Parties and of other stakeholders, including by introducing a predictable review calendar. 
As you know, a predictable schedule of reviews can only be implemented if we have adequate human and financial resources. This also requires modern digital tools that must be accessible to the largest possible number of people, while still allowing those who do not have access to the internet, emails or other electronic tools to address their cases and contributions. 
We are aware of the chronic under-funding of the treaty body system, which has contributed to backlogs in the consideration of State party reports, urgent actions and, for other Committee, individual communications. 
In the case of Committee on Enforced Disappearances, I am fully aware of the lack of meeting time that obliges you to work extensively outside official working hours and has prevented you from accepting many of the invitations to meetings from partners, who would like to share information with you. Because of this lack of meeting time and of human resources, you have also started to accumulate a backlog of reviews.
Advancing the full implementation of treaty-based human rights obligations requires sustainable funding from Member States and sufficient budgetary resources allocated to the Office. The High Commissioner for Human Rights is committed to supporting greater funding for the treaty body system during his tenure. 
Madam la Présidente,
Distingués membres du Comité, 
Lors de cette session, vous aurez un dialogue avec l’Argentine, le Costa Rica, l’Allemagne et la Zambie. Vous adopterez également votre rapport suite à votre visite en Iraq. Ensuite, vous examinerez une plainte individuelle et adopterez votre rapport sur les Actions Urgentes, votre rapport sur le suivi aux Observations finales, et votre rapport annuel à l’Assemblée générale. 
Cette session sera aussi l’occasion d’importants progrès pour la discussion et l’adoption de vos déclarations sur les disparitions forcées et les acteurs non-étatique, et sur la durée des disparitions forcées. Enfin, cette session verra l’adoption du premier projet de votre premier commentaire général, qui traite des disparitions forcées dans le contexte de la migration. 
Il s'agit d'un lourd programme qui suscite beaucoup d'attentes de la part de tous, à commencer par les victimes de disparition forcée. J’adresse à chacun d’entre vous tous mes vœux de réussite pour une session positive et productive. 
Je vous remercie de votre attention.
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