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Address by the Head of the Delegation of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia at the 63rd Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Ms. Ana Vodičar, Acting Director of the Directorate of Family with the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities of the Republic of Slovenia, Geneva, 6 June 2013
Madame Chaiperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to address you on behalf of the Delegation of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia. Allow me to introduce the members of the delegation: Mr. Matija Vilfan, Director of the Education Development Office with the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, Ms. Nataša Potočnik, Head of the Department of Migration Policy and Legislation with the Ministry of the Interior and Public Administration; Mr. Anton Toni Klančnik, Senior Criminalist Supervisor, Criminal Police Directorate with the Ministry of the Interior and Public Administration, Ms. Martina Trbanc, Undersecretary, Directorate for Social Affairs with the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, Ms. Agata Zupančič, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Health, Ms. Tanja Trtnik, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Justice, Ms. Nina Lenardič Purkart, First Counselor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Ms. Jadranka Vouk-Železnik, Senior Adviser, Directorate of Family, with the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities.
First allow me to resume the main positive actions entailed in the third and forth reports of the Republic of Slovenia, and to highlight the achievements and developments in implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Slovenia which have been introduced after the submission of the third and fourth reports.

The adoption of the Family Violence Prevention Act and the Resolution of the National Programme of Family Violence Protection 2009–2014, with its action plans, has provided additional protection for children in service delivery directly to a child and family. A multidisciplinary approach is a positive move, as well as the unifying doctrine of centres for social work. Additionally, Centres for Social Work notify the police immediately after receiving notification on violence against children. The Programme for children and youth 2006-2016 and the Action Plan for its implementation include qualitative and quantitative objectives for child well-being, as well as developmental directions and activities for the implementation of a set of objectives. The main novelty introducing a number of improvements in the field of children's rights was the draft Family Code that was rejected in a referendum a year ago.
By establishing the Child Observatory in 2004, tasked to collect data on the lives of children and youth in the Republic of Slovenia and to conduct relevant research, the system on collecting data and monitoring the situation of children in the Republic of Slovenia has improved. Last year, the Social Protection Institute of the Republic of Slovenia, performing the tasks of the Child Observatory, developed an online database on children. Data are collected by different institutions which annually report to the Institute. 
Now I would like to give you a more detailed update on the progress made after the submission of the Report in 2010.

Regarding the well-being of children in their family environment, the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities will start a public debate on the amendments to the Parental Protection and Family Benefits Act. On the basis of the commitments stemming from the European legislation, the amendments will aim to encourage a more active involvement of fathers in family life in the earliest stage of a child's life by stimulating fathers to make greater use of the parental leave. The parental leave, as proposed by the draft legal act, will be divided between parents, each of whom should use 130 days of parental leave. In addition and foremost, the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities would like to improve the rights and obligations of adoptive parents in proposing longer adoptive leave for them.

We would also like to draw your attention to family centres co-financed by the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, which offer services free of charge, including activities on positive parenting as prevention measures against family violence. In this regard, we would like to recall the Recommendation Rec (2006)19 of the Council of Europe of the Committee of Ministers to member states on a policy to support positive parenting, supported by Slovenia.

With regard to the education of the Roma, the Ministry of Education in cooperation with the Roma, experts and NGOs amended the 2004 Strategy of Education of the Roma Children in the Republic of Slovenia in 2011. In the past 5 years, there have been many projects financing Roma education through the European Social Fund. The most important one sees the inclusion of Roma assistants into elementary schools, where the assistants have created “a bridge” between the school, and the Roma pupils and their parents. They support Roma pupils and students with the aim of improving the quality of their study, while providing learning support, motivation for attending classes, thus decreasing the number of drop-outs. Through the European Social Fund projects, Roma settlements have been introduced to “social incubators” for Roma and non-Roma people. The emphasis has been on producing materials on the Romani language, history and culture. In fact, Romani culture is one of the core-curriculum options that elementary schools may provide. 
By amending the Health Care and Health Insurance Act in 2011, children in Slovenia are provided with free access to preventive and health care. This also applies to children whose parents’ health care insurance has not been paid, either by the parents themselves or by their employers. Special attention to the health and well-being of children has been paid in the new proposal of the Resolution on the Mental Health Protection Programme. This establishes a national strategy to eliminate the limitations of the existing system of mental health promotion and protection. An analysis of existing preventive health services for children and adolescents has also been performed. Gaps have been identified. On the basis of these results, a project for upgrading these services will be launched from 2014 to 2017 within the framework of the Norwegian Financial Mechanism.
In the situation of aggravated social circumstances due to the economic crisis, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia at the end of 2012 ensured additional funds for subsidies for school meals for pupils and students in primary and secondary schools (The School Meals Act).  All secondary school and higher education students living at least five kilometres away from their schools have thus been provided with a monthly pass for public transport at a unified subsidised price. 
In April 2013, the National Programme of Social Protection for the period 2013-2020 was passed in the Parliament. It is a key document in the field of social protection, which, inter alia, determines the main goals for the development of the social protection system and sets a qualitative and quantitative framework for the development of social services and programmes. Among social programmes, there are also programmes intended for children and youth deprived of a suitable family life, as well as a network of programmes intended for children and youth with behavioral problems. There are also specialised programmes for psychosocial assistance to children, adults and families, aiming at solving different personal problems.
The Government of the Republic of Slovenia regularly collaborates with NGOs. Since 1993, the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, through annual calls for applications, regularly finances NGO programmes, thereby ensuring a greater professionalism, expert treatment and, at the same time, a large number of job experts. Non-governmental organisations are important providers and professionals both in terms of the implementation of programmes for families and children, as well as in the preparation of important documents, such as the National Programme for Children and Youth.
Madame Chairperson,

Slovenia has adopted several extensive amendments to the Criminal Code, containing new and amended provisions regulating issues, such as combating child trafficking, sexual exploitation and child pornography. The amendments represent also the harmonisation of criminal offences with EU directives in this field. Slovenia continues its efforts in the field of child-friendly justice, as stemming also from the Council of Europe project “Building a Europe for and with children”, with the establishment of special rooms where children can be heard in the courtroom without being present. The Act on the Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (the Lanzarote Convention) as a reference standard binding instrument against sexual exploitation and child abuse, has been prepared and will put it in due time into legislative procedure.

In the decision handed down in Kurić and Others v. Slovenia in June 2012, the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights instructed the Republic of Slovenia to establish a compensation scheme and systematically arrange the payment of damages to those whose fundamental human rights were violated due to the erasure. According to the ruling of the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights in Kurić and Others v. Slovenia, the Republic of Slovenia is in the process of preparing a special compensation scheme. To this purpose, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia established a special inter-ministerial working group to resolve the issues concerning the ‘erased’ in October 2012, the task of which is to devise appropriate solutions for implementing the ruling. In January 2013, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia adopted an action plan, prepared by the inter-ministerial group together with external experts, which has been amended in April 2013. The action plan contains information on the implementation of individual measures for six complainants and on general measures, which include the preparation of a compensation scheme. This compensation scheme – in the form of a legal act - will determine the type and amount of compensation or reparation, methods and timing of their payment, as well as the procedure, conditions and methods for their recognition. 

Let me also refer to children and unaccompanied minors living in Slovenia as international protection applicants and persons under international protection. By virtue of the International Protection Act, they are classified among vulnerable categories of persons who are provided with particular care, attention and treatment. Children, international protection applicants, and those granted international protection, are hence equal to Slovene nationals, while at the same time they also enjoy special attention through the implementation of programmes, co-funded by the EU under which they are, for example, provided with additional study help, including literacy courses, activities for preschool children, various workshops and excursions as well as psycho-social support. These programmes also present additional activities, particularly designed for the above category of children, in addition to mechanisms on a systemic level. 
In conclusion, let me briefly mention the Slovene foreign policy. Slovenia has continued to pay special attention to the protection of children and promotion of their rights in its foreign policy activities (as demonstrated by the initiatives and activities in numerous international and regional fora, such us the UN Human Rights Council, UNICEF Executive Board, UN General Assembly, Security Council, European Union, NATO and Council of Europe, as well as by supporting projects that improve the status of children and their rights). In this regard, Slovenia’s foreign policy will also in the future continue to address different issues in relation to protection, well-being and rights of children in a comprehensive manner (where human rights, development and humanitarian assistance, as well as relevant security policy go hand in hand). Slovenia will also join the initiative of the Council of Europe in preparing a European Strategy on the Rights of the Child for 2016-2019, and will, in this regard, identify key priorities in children’s rights.
Madame Chairperson, Madame Rapporteur, Distinguished Members of the Committee, I look forward to a productive and rewarding exchange of views and dialogue with you.

Thank you.
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