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ALGERIA (third/fourth report – CRC/C/DZA/3-4)
Corporal punishment in the home
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Penal Code (1966), the Family Code (1984), the Law No. 72-03 on the protection of childhood and adolescence (1972) and the Constitution (1976, amended 1996) are not interpreted as prohibiting corporal punishment in childrearing.
Research reported in 2008 found that of 1,700 Algerian families, 70% whip their children and use violence for disciplinary reasons.[footnoteRef:1] According to statistics from UNICEF, 87% of children aged 2-14 experienced physical punishment and/or psychological aggression in the home in 2005-2006: 75% experienced physical punishment, with 25% experiencing severe physical punishment.[footnoteRef:2] Of girls and women aged 15-49, 68% think a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under certain circumstances.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Reported in Echorouk Online, 6 January 2008]  [2:  UNICEF (2010), Child Disciplinary Practices at Home: Evidence from a Range of Low- and Middle-Income Countries, NY: UNICEF]  [3:  UNICEF (2009), Progress for Children: A report card on child protection, NY: UNICEF] 

The Government accepted the recommendation to prohibit corporal punishment made during its Universal Periodic Review in 2008.

Corporal punishment outside the home
Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools in article 21 of Law No. 08-04 (2008).
In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Code of Criminal Procedure but there appears to be no explicit prohibition of its use as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions.
Corporal punishment is lawful in alternative care settings.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child first expressed concern at corporal punishment of children in Algeria in 1997 (CRC/C/15/Add.76, Concluding observations on initial report, paras. 21 and 35). The Committee again expressed concern in 2005, following examination of the second report, and recommended explicit prohibition in all settings, including the home (CRC/C/15/Add.269, paras. 41 and 42). Recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment in the family were also made by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 2010 (E/C.12/DZA/CO/4, Concluding observations on third/fourth report, para. 15) and the Committee Against Torture in 2008 (CAT/C/DZA/CO/3, Concluding observations on third report, para. 19).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In light of the Committee’s General Comment No. 8 on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment” and the importance of eradicating this form of violence given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children,  we hope the Committee will raise the issue again in its List of Issues for Algeria, in particular asking what measures have been taken to progress towards prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings. We hope the Committee will subsequently recommend that corporal punishment is prohibited in all settings, including the home, as a matter of priority, and to support law reform with relevant public awareness raising and education.
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