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This briefing describes the legality of corporal punishment of children in 
Uzbekistan
. In light of the obligation under international human rights law to prohibit all corporal punishment of children, the recommendations of the UN Secretary-General’s Stu
dy on Violence against Children
 to prohibit corporal punishment,
 
the recommendations of human rights treaty monitoring bodies
 and t
hose made during the UPR in 2008
, we hope the Committee 
A
gainst Torture will:
include 
the issue of corporal punishment of children in its List of Issues for 
Uzbekistan
, in particular asking what measur
es have been taken to ensure the law explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings, including 
in 
the home, and
recommend to 
Uzbekistan
, in the concluding observations on the 
initial
 
state party report, that legislation is enacted and enforced which explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings, including the home
 and in traditional justice systems
, as a matter of urgency, together with appropriate public education and professional training on positive, participatory and non-violent forms of education and childrearing.
)


1 Corporal punishment of children in Uzbekistan
1.1 In Uzbekistan, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is considered unlawful in schools and penal institutions but it is not explicitly prohibited. It is lawful in the home and alternative care settings.
1.2 With regard to the home, according to article 10 of the Law “On Guarantees of the Rights of the Child” (2007) the state must protect children from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment: such acts are punishable under the Criminal Code (1994). Further protection from violence is given in the Family Code (1998). However, these provisions do not explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment in childrearing and education. In 2009, the Government acknowledged the inadequacy of the law in relation to corporal punishment by parents and persons replacing them and stated that work had begun on amending the Family Code prohibiting violence against family members.[footnoteRef:1] We have no further information. [1:  19 October 2009, CEDAW/C/UZB/Q/4/Add.1, Written reply to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, Q11] 

1.3 Corporal punishment is considered unlawful in schools under the Law “On Guarantees of the Rights of the Child” but there is no explicit prohibition. In 2009, the Government was considering amendments to the law on education and other laws and regulations governing education institutions which would prohibit corporal punishment. We have no further information.
1.4 In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. There is no provision for judicial corporal punishment in the Criminal Code. However, minors who commit offences are often dealt with by the mahallyas (associations of families living in the same area acting as organs of local authority) rather than the courts: we have been unable to ascertain if this includes the use of corporal punishment.
1.5 Corporal punishment is considered unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions, though it is not explicitly prohibited. The Code of Criminal Procedure provides for the protection of suspects against cruel treatment (articles 11-27). Article 17 states that “judges, procurators, and persons carrying out initial inquiries or pre-trial investigations are under an obligation to respect the honour and dignity of persons involved in a case” and that: “[n]o one shall be subjected to torture, violence or other cruel, humiliating or degrading treatment. It is prohibited to perform acts or hand down judgement that humiliate or demean a person, lead to the dissemination of details of his or her private life, thereby endangering the person’s health, or cause unjustified physical or mental suffering.” Article 10 of the Law “On Guarantees of the Rights of the Child” also applies.
1.6 There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings.

2 Recommendations by human rights treaty bodies and during the UPR
2.1 The Committee on the Rights of the Child first recommended that corporal punishment of children be prohibited in the family, schools and institutions in Uzbekistan in 2001.[footnoteRef:2] In 2006, the Committee again recommended prohibition in the family and in institutions.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  7 November 2001, CRC/C/15/Add.168, Concluding observations on initial report, paras. 39, 40, 45 and 46]  [3:  2 June 2006, CRC/C/UZB/CO/2, Concluding observations on second report, paras. 44 and 45] 

2.2 Uzbekistan was examined in the first cycle of the Universal Periodic Review in 2008. No recommendations were made concerning corporal punishment of children. However, the following recommendations were made and were accepted by the Government:[footnoteRef:4] [4:  9 March 2009, A/HRC/10/83, Report of the Working Group, paras. 104 (16) and 104(22)] 

“Continue with positive work to ensure the progress of the rights of children and their full wellbeing (Cuba);
“Continue to dedicate resources to promote the right to education and the rights of children (Philippines).”
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