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Chairperson,

Members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am glad to be here on behalf of OHCHR’s team on human rights and disability, sharing with you some main developments that have taken place since you last met in April 2015, on OHCHR’s mandate to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

With regard to the Human Rights Council

Pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 28/4, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights was mandated to prepare a thematic study on the human rights of persons with disabilities in situations of risks and humanitarian emergencies. OHCHR is drafting  this report, and  contributions from the Committee to this study would be very welcome. It would also be extremely useful for the Committee to consider this topic in its concluding observations during this session.

I also want to inform the Committee that the Human Rights Council adopted “the promotion and full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities in the context of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” as the thematic focus for its Social Forum that will take place here in Geneva in October 2016, for three days. I would like to encourage the Committee to actively engage in the preparations of the Social Forum as well as participating in it with the broadest possible representation.
Regarding the Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

In May 2015, the Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities met in Beirut, Lebanon, for two days. The IASG is currently chaired by the United Nations’ Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. The CRPD Committee was represented by its Secretariat. I want to thank Jorge Araya for informing the IASG of the progress made by this Committee and for his substantive contributions during the discussions reflecting the CRPD Committee standards.
In that meeting the IASG focused on the human rights of persons with disabilities in humanitarian emergencies and decided to prepare a joint statement to be delivered at the 8th session of the Conference of States Parties as well as to organize a side event. More broadly, the IASG decided to deliver a joint statement following the themes adopted by the Conference of States Parties this year.  
On the activities of OHCHR’s thematic work

In addition to the thematic mandate of the Human Rights Council, our team is organizing an expert meeting on the right to liberty and security of persons with disabilities on 8-9 September. I would like to thank the Chair, Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes and the Vice-Chair, Theresia Degener for accepting to participate in this meeting and present on the CRPD standards. OHCHR will make available to the Committee the outcome document of the meeting as soon as it is available. 
On the issue of accessibility
The UN Secretariat’s Inter-Departmental Task Force on Accessibility had initiated work on the legal reform of the Administrative Instructions governing issues related to the Secretary-General’s Bulletin on employment and accessibility for staff members with disabilities.  I would like encourage the Committee to engage in this process as well, guiding the work of the Task Force and providing legal standards for the ongoing process, particularly on the human rights-based approach to disability and reasonable accommodation.
Finally, about the 8th session of the Conference of States Parties
In addition to the mentioned activities, OHCHR actively engaged at the Conference of States Parties last June, promoting its latest report on the right to live independently and being included in the community. OHCHR’s advocacy included the disaggregation of data in the design of indicators for the Sustainable Development Goals, raising awareness on the importance of developing standards for the better implementation of its Goal 4 on Inclusive and equitable quality education, and the promotion of life-long learning opportunities for all. I would like to encourage more collaboration between this Committee and OHCHR on these issues, particularly on the development of guidance to States for the implementation process of the SDGs.
With these words we look forward to continuing our close cooperation with the Committee and its Secretariat team and we wish you a very fruitful 14th session.

Thank you.
