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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the 
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Human Rights Committee, 104th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State reports submitted to the Human Rights Committee. 
TURKEY
Turkey ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 28 September 2009.
State report
Selected disability references in the state report:
18.
In September 2010, with the amendment to article 10 of the Constitution entitled “Equality Before the Law”, positive discrimination gained a constitutional basis for women and men who require social protection, such children, the elderly and the disabled. The inclusion of positive discrimination in the Constitution is a significant improvement to strengthen the protection of constitutional rights. With this amendment, it is guaranteed under the constitutional framework that special measures to be taken by the administration in respect of those who require protection shall not be construed to be “contrary to the principle of equality”. As such, the State will be free to take special measures for those in need of protection to ensure equality among all sectors of the society.

19.
The principle of equality is enshrined in various other laws regulating specific areas of political, social and economic life. There are specific laws such as the Civil Code (Article 8 – principle of equality in capacity of persons as subject to rights), the Law on Social Services and Child Protection (Article 4 – non-discrimination in eligibility to receive social benefits), the Political Parties Law (Article 82 – prohibition of racism, Article 83 – protection of the principle of equality), the Basic Law on National Education (Article 4 – principle of equality in education, Article 8 – gender equality-affirmative action), the Labour Law (Article 5 – principle of non-discrimination, equal treatment), the Law on Disabled People (Article 4 – non-discrimination against people with disabilities).

278.
Within the framework of recent constitutional amendments, positive discrimination has been granted as a constitutional right for persons who require social protection, such as children, the elderly and the disabled, as well as women in order to achieve de facto equality between men and women.

IDA proposed questions for the List of Issues :

· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?
· What measures are in place to collect data and statistics on persons with disabilities for targeted policymaking?
· In the context of combating domestic violence, what steps have been taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence and abuse? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services (including shelters) and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities?

· What steps are being taken to eliminate the institutionalisation of children and adults ith disabilities by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster families ?
· What laws and policies are in place to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in accordance with Article 16 ICCPR and as elaborated in Article 12 CRPD?

· What steps are being taken to repeal Article 76 of the Constitution and Article 11 of the Parliamentary Elections Law which exclude people who have been deprived of their legal capacity from standing for election and being elected which is in violation of the right to political participation as set out in Article 25, ICCPR and Article 29, CRPD?  What measures are being adopted to ensure the accessibility of polling stations, booths and voting material, including by permitting an individual an assistant of their own choice to help them to vote, without external surveillance? How is information on elections and political campaigns being made accessible in the lead up to elections?
· What steps are being taken to introduce the recognition of sign language as an official language in accordance with Article 27, ICCPR and Article 21, CRPD?  What measures are being adopted to ensure access to information to persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others? 
· What steps are being taken to ratify the Optional Protocol to the CRPD?
ANNEX- Disability references in Concluding Observations with respect to Turkey
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, 46th session, 2010, CEDAW/C/TUR/CO/6
38.
The Committee is concerned about the situation of various disadvantaged groups of women, including Kurdish women and women of ethnic and minority communities, migrant women and women asylum-seekers, elderly women, as well as women with disabilities, who may be more vulnerable to poverty and violence and are at risk of multiple forms of discrimination with respect to education, health, employment and social and political participation. The Committee notes the lack of comprehensive data and information on the situation of such women, in particular the lack of information and data provided by the State party on women with disabilities, disaggregated by age and type of disability, in both rural and urban areas. The Committee also notes that Kurdish women continue to be in a vulnerable and marginalized situation with unofficial data indicating high illiteracy and low education rates.

39.
The Committee calls upon the State party to take effective measures to eliminate discrimination against women of ethnic and minority communities, migrant women and women asylum-seekers, elderly women, as well as women with disabilities, both in society at large and within their communities, particularly in the areas of education, health, employment and political and public life. It also calls upon the State party to be proactive in its measures, including through the development of targeted programmes and strategies, to increase women’s awareness of and access to education, health and social services, training and employment, as well as to familiarize them with their rights to gender equality and non-discrimination. The Committee requests the State party to collect data and conduct regular and comprehensive studies on the situation of various disadvantaged groups of women, and to provide such information and statistical data in its next report. The Committee also requests the State party to include in its next report comprehensive information on the situation of Kurdish women and girls, including data on their educational opportunities and achievements, access to employment and health-care services and participation in public life and decision-making. 
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