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Thank Madame/Mr. Chairperson, 
Distinguished Experts, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are particularly pleased to be here and we are honoured to foster an open and constructive dialogue with this notable Committee, whose work and contribution to the global debate on the issue of economic, social and cultural rights is crucial, now more than ever. 

Economic, social and cultural rights are one of the pillars of our constitutional system and have been placed at the core of relevant structural reforms over the past years, to guarantee a high level of protection and to ensure their full and comprehensive promotion, on an equal footing with all other rights, both at the national and international level in the light of Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals.

This commitment was reaffirmed in the framework of the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review, in which Italy not only accepted in 2019 the main recommendations concerning the promotion of economic development, social welfare and cultural growth, but also updated in the mid-term report submitted in 2021 all measures adopted to this end.  

Within this framework, many aspects may be addressed in detail during the discussion, but all of them can be traced back to the ongoing path linked to the 'National Recovery and Resilience Plan', a national strategic document submitted to the EU institutions in April 2021.

The Plan is divided into six missions: 'Digitalisation, Innovation, Competitiveness, Culture', 'Green Revolution and Ecological Transition', 'Infrastructure for Sustainable Mobility', 'Education and Research', 'Inclusion and Cohesion', and 'Health'.




The Plan includes a broad programme of reforms, deemed necessary to facilitate its implementation and contribute to the modernisation of the country and the attraction of investments.

The measures that fall within Mission 5 'Inclusion and Cohesion' have as their main objective the reform of the system of active labour market policies, welfare and vocational training policies, in order to introduce and implement essential levels of services and to foster the employability of workers during job-transitions, people receiving unemployment benefits and  unemployed and unemployable persons, with particular attention to the so-called vulnerable and most far from the labour market (long-term unemployed, young NEETs, women with care responsibilities, low-skilled persons, etc.), as well as the social inclusion of persons in extremely fragile conditions. These are really significant reforms for our labour policies and vocational training, for the fight against undeclared work and the promotion of social policies, as well as for attracting key investments both for the development of innovative active labour policy tools and for the strengthening of actions and structures dedicated to the most vulnerable persons. Italy is actively engaged in the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. In fact, this measure also includes the implementation of the 'Disability Framework Law'. Last but not least Mission 5 foresees two investments for the promotion of quality employment for women both supporting women entrepreneurship and introducing a voluntary UNI reference practice for gender certification of enterprises.

Let me also dwell on the 'Education and Research' and 'Health' missions.

For the first one, it aims at improving the conditions for the development of a knowledge-intensive, competitive and resilient economy, starting from the current criticalities of our education, training and research system. It is divided into two key components: the consolidation of the supply of education services, from kindergartens to universities in order to tackle territorial inequalities and support of the most vulnerable; and the research as a fundamental tool for doing business.



A fundamental axis of the Italian commitment in the field of education concerns school inclusion. Italy is, in fact, the first country in the world to have completely abolished special classes for pupils with disabilities since 1977 and, certainly in Europe, it is the only country to provide totally inclusive education. To support this commitment, the Italian Ministry of Education expenditure for learner inclusion amounts to over EUR 7 billion, besides specific fundings targeted to learners’ well-being.

For the second, the measures to be implemented by 2026 are divided into two main areas: redesigning territorial healthcare with professionals and services available throughout the country, for a healthcare system closer to people; innovating the hospitals technology systems, digitalising the National Health Service, investing in research and training healthcare personnel for safer, fairer and more sustainable healthcare.

The total investments foreseen for interventions contained in the Plan come to EUR 222.1 billion, plus EUR 13 billion from the React EU. Overall, 27 per cent of the resources are dedicated to digitisation, 40 per cent to climate change investments and more than 10 per cent to social cohesion. The Plan allocates 82 billion to the Southern Italy, corresponding to a 40 per cent share.

Also, it is worthy of mention that the national Observatory on Housing Situation was convened last September 21, at the Ministry of Infrastructures, by the Minister of Infrastructures and Sustainable Mobility. This Observatory is fully operative.    

At the end of this brief introduction, which confirms our commitment in shaping and arranging for the implementation of a series of interventions to achieve the objectives introduced in the missions of the Plan, let me just emphasise that, in my role of President of the Inter-ministerial Committee for Human Rights at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation as National Mechanisms for Implementation, Reporting and Follow-up indicated as such by the Human Rights Machinery of Geneva, the Italian delegation which will discuss the national report is composed of a various range of representatives from the main Ministries responsible for the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights.

Thank you again and we look forward to hearing your thoughts on the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Italy.
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