Introductory statement by the Seychelles delegation in the 58th Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
Honourable members of the panel,
The Seychelles Government submitted its initial report in 2001 and a report combining the second, third and fourth periodic reports in 2009. The Seychelles delegation appreciates the opportunity accorded to us to respond to issues arising from this combined report and to receive your observations. We express our strong commitment to the continued promotion of respect for children’s right in our country. 
The Republic of Seychelles is a small island state consisting of some 115 islands with a population of 87,440 most of who live on the 3 main islands Mahé, Praslin and La Digue. It is the smallest state in Africa. It has a land area of 455 square kilometres and an exclusive economic zone of 1.3 million square kilometres. The population of children stands at 28 % of the total population. 
The Ministry of Social Development and Culture is the ministry with portfolio responsibility for children and the designated body for the coordination of the Seychelles response to the UN CRC Committee. However, programmes and services for children are run by various Ministries and also nongovernmental organisations.
The Seychelles combined second, third and fourth periodic report is a product of broad consultation and shows the state’s and society’s commitment to securing the wellbeing of all children and meeting their needs through the provision of education, health and other services. The report highlights the significant steps that have been taken in this regard. 

For the year 2005 Seychelles adopted a national theme focused on children – “Our children – our treasure, our future”. The National Plan of Action for Children 2005-2009 was produced during that year. It is founded on the principles of the CRC and built on earlier work undertaken under the Seychelles Programme of Action for Children adopted in 1995. 
Some of the most important initiatives for rights implementation to come out of the National Plan of Action for Children are Project Child Wellbeing  which provided an evidence-based measure of trends overtime in the perceived quality of life and wellbeing of Seychelles children and youths, disaggregated by age and gender; the Risk Indicator Framework which is a tool for the early identification of vulnerable children; and the establishment of the Child Development Centre to promote optimal child development. 
These initiatives, among others, illustrate the state’s commitment to children’s issues and serve as important tools for identifying and addressing our progress and limitations. Other plans of action, frameworks and strategies with children-related components introduced since the reporting period are also guided by the articles of the Convention. For example, the Government has very recently approved the Seychelles Framework for Early Childhood Care and Education. This is a multi-sectoral policy document for all stakeholders in early childhood care and education and was developed through a wide consultative process following the World Conference on ECCE organised by UNESCO in September 2010 in Moscow. 
Whilst international comparisons do not necessarily give the whole picture or may be open to question, they do at least provide an indication on the state of things and I’d like to mention here, in the context of children’s rights, a study published by the Royal Commonwealth Society in March this year.

The study considered Seychelles, together with Dominica, to be the fourth best place among 54 countries of the Commonwealth for a girl child to be born (after New Zealand, Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago). The study was based on 8 indicators: life expectancy, underweight children, number of years in school, teenage pregnancies, girls accessing scholarships, political participation, women athletes and pay equality. 
Whilst we are proud that Seychelles has made significant progress, we are also aware there is still a lot to be done in certain areas. Problems such as the trafficking of illegal drugs, drug abuse, alcohol abuse, domestic violence and others have nefarious consequences on children and threaten the very fabric of our small and close-knit society.
We also recognise that financial and human resources constraints, characteristic of most small island developing states, impede the full implementation of the rights enshrined. The report proposes possible solutions and recommendations for the near future.
The world financial crisis of recent years have, as could be expected, affected Seychelles.  In the face of this international challenge and in order to correct certain economic imbalances, in 2008 Seychelles embarked on an ambitious macro-economic programme, assisted by the IMF and the Work Bank and supported by bilateral and multilateral partners. 

The programme has required a reduction in public sector employment and the exercise of fiscal discipline. It has inevitably brought some hardship. At the same time, the Government has taken the precaution of ensuring that investment in important social sectors, notably health and education, is maintained, along with the introduction of measures to improve efficiency. 

The Government also established measures to assist the more vulnerable in society. The social welfare system was reorganised through the Welfare Agency Act 2008 to provide timely assistance to needy families. Social security benefits for vulnerable groups were revised. Programmes to educate and support families on coping skills were implemented. All state schools were allocated funds to assist students whose parents are unable to afford school provisions in order to ensure that no child’s schooling would be affected because of lack of resources.  

Collaboration between Government ministries and NGOs is increasing and NGO’s working in the domain of family and children issues are encouraged to complement or take over services provided by Government. For example psychological services for children were transferred from the Social Development Department to the National Council for Children. The Vocational Centre for disabled young people was transferred to the National Council for Disabled Persons and alternative care institutions for children transferred to the Children’s Homes Foundation. A number of NGOs are providing parenting education programmes. 

In 2008 the Government and LUNGOS, the umbrella organisation for NGOs, signed a memorandum to establish an institutional framework for the development and maintenance of a productive and inclusive relationship between government and civil society. In this more conducive environment, new NGOs which support the family and adolescents have been formed. The Government provides some funding to NGOs. 
In Seychelles education is free and compulsory for 10 years. In 2009 the Education Department embarked on a reform of key aspects of the education system under the Education Reform Action Plan 2009 – 2010, with the aim of creating a high quality education and human resources development system that is responsive to national development needs and that enables learners at all levels to achieve their potential. The priority areas addressed in the plan are: providing for diversity of educational needs and national development priorities; enhancing educational quality; improving the quality of teaching; improving the governance of educational institutions; and creating responsible and empowered students. Key areas of the curriculum are being reviewed. New codes of conduct for primary and for secondary schools were launched in 2010. These outline students’ rights and responsibilities as well as parental responsibilities in accordance with the provisions of the CRC. A new pastoral care system has been set up and the Illicit Drug Policy and Pregnancy Policy of the Department are being revisited.
The state recognises the need to address shortcomings concerning the availability of disaggregated data and indicators for some of the areas covered by the Convention.  Nevertheless, since the reporting period a number of research exercises have been undertaken to provide reliable and culturally-relevant data for policy formulation. The Department commissioned a study on prostitution in order to better understand this phenomenon. A study to be completed at the end of this year is looking at the changing structure of the Seychellois family and current family support provision and its findings will inform the development of a policy framework on the family and the reform of services.  
The Seychelles economy is now relatively stable with the previous macroeconomic imbalances addressed and public debt at a more manageable level. The country’s attention is now firmly focused on social reform. At the beginning of the year the President of the Republic called on the population to engage in a social renaissance that would address social problems and promote social cohesion, solidarity and human development. A series of inclusive dialogues in educational institutions, workplaces and all the districts of the country has been planned to start next month and will be completed in March next year. It will culminate in the formulation of a plan of action. Children, youth and family issues will naturally feature prominently in the dialogue and the plan. 

As a small island developing state Seychelles continues to face development challenges made more complex by such factors as the uncertain global financial situation, the problem of piracy stemming from political and social instability in Somalia and the need to adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change. Seychelles remains resolute, nevertheless, to improve on what has already been achieved and to create synergies with all development partners in order to make further progress in the protection and promotion of the rights of the child. We welcome your observations and suggestions in this respect.  
