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Introduction:
I would like to extend a warm welcome to the Liberia Delegation led by…………..., to the review of the state party’s report to the CRPD Committee. I wish to also welcome persons with disabilities from Liberia who are present here with us and those watching this session online. I thank the Government of Liberia for its initial report, though it is regrettable the state party is yet to respond to the list of issues raised by the members of the Committee.
My role today, is to evaluate the progress of the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since its ratification in 2012, and also highlight the areas where improvement is needed.
In relation to the progress made, I commend the state party on the following measures:
The adoption of a National Action Plan on Disability Inclusion (2023–2027).
The adoption of the Inclusive Education Policy (2018)
The initial report was prepared in a process of broad national consultations, which included organizations of persons with disabilities.
We are however concerned about the continuous existence of derogatory terminology in legislation, policies and measures, which undermines the dignity of Liberians with disabilities. Particularly, the discriminatory provisions that permit vacation of elective office based on disability in the Constitution (Article 64), reinforces harmful stereotypes that equate disability with incapacity and is not in line with the Convention.
Furthermore, the State party does not provide any clear timelines for the review of outdated laws in Liberia such as the Civil Procedure law, the Decedents Estates law and the Domestic Relations Law, which restricts the exercise of the legal capacity of persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, restricting their ability to manage financial, contractual, and family matters. 
In addition, we are concerned about the lack of an independent monitoring mechanism that complies with the Paris Principles for national human rights institutions. And the limited effectiveness of the National Commission on Disabilities, set up to monitor the implementation of the Convention. 
It is also concerning to note the continuous stigmatization, negative stereotypes and deep-rooted cultural beliefs against persons with disabilities that hinder the exercise of their rights. Additionally concerning to us, is that many children with disabilities remain out of school and may face discrimination in accessing mainstream education children due to these cultural beliefs and harmful traditional practices.
Likewise, we have observed with concern that seclusion, physical and mechanical restraints and other forms of ill treatment (including shackling) in all settings, such as family settings, religious, psychiatric institutions, particularly for persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities continues to persist in the state party.
Moreover, discriminatory provisions such as the Liberian Civil Procedure Law which gives probate court’s jurisdiction over people with mental disabilities, and the property of adjudicated incompetents, deprives persons with disabilities, particularly persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, of their legal capacity and uphold them under guardianship regime. This concerns us, as it is incompatible with the Convention.
Also, the acknowledgement by the state party of the limited enforcement of the Blueprint for the Construction of Public Facilities adopted in 2013 is a challenge, which is of concern to us as it impacts negatively on accessibility.
Finally, I would like to entreat the state party to take the necessary steps to ratify the Optional Protocol of the Convention.  
I will now hand over to ……………… and wish us all a fruitful deliberation.
Thank you.
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