  
Madam Chair, Distinguished Members of the Committee, and other guests.  
 
On behalf of the Minister of Education and Children and the Icelandic Government, I want to extend our sincere gratitude to the Members of the Committee for the constructive discussion these past two days. I hope the Delegation has successfully addressed your valuable questions and provided sound insights into the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Iceland.  

Yesterday, the Minister of Education and Children shared his vision with you. That vision is supported by the Government as illustrated by the Coalition Treaty which highlights the rights of the child and makes special reference to vulnerable groups.  

Integration of children of foreign origin and their families, including through schools and leisure activities, is among the key challenges we, and many others are currently faced with. The Icelandic Government takes this task seriously and your forthcoming recommendations in this regard will be genuinely welcomed. 

We are mindful that much remains to be done. The advancement and promotion of human rights, including those of children is a never-ending process. We will never graduate from this classroom!    

Iceland remains firmly committed to the promotion and protection of human rights and we will strive to find adequate solutions and responses as new challenges arise.  

The good news is that we are strongly committed to furthering the rights of the Child using the Convention as our foundation and your recommendations as our guide.   
We will await your concluding observations with enthusiasm and I want to assure you that that we will do everything in our power to make necessary improvements wherever necessary.  

