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Consideration of the Initial Report by the Government of Japan
under Article 35 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Closing Statement
August 23, 2022

【Mr. Katahira】

Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Japanese delegation, I would like to express my appreciation to all of you for the opportunity to engage in an intensive and comprehensive dialogue concerning the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities over the last two days.

We are thankful for the presence of both the representatives of the independent monitoring mechanism, the Commission on Policy for Persons with Disabilities, and the participants from civil society who came all the way to Geneva to observe the dialogue. All of you have contributed to this dialogue through submission of opinions and reports that have made the initial review of Japan very fruitful. 

Protection and promotion of human rights is a long, tireless process for all countries. In going through this process, the Committee’s consideration on this occasion provides a valuable opportunity to review our human rights situation and efforts for improvement. I can say with confidence that we have faithfully responded to the questions from the Committee to the best of our ability in the designated timeframe. 

Going forward, the Government of Japan will continue to make tenacious efforts to respect and ensure the human rights of persons with disabilities. To that end, the Government of Japan will engage in further cooperation with the international community and civil society. 

Thank you very much.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
【Ambassador Honsei】

Chair, Distinguished Members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank you for enthusiastic discussions over the two days.

I was particularly impressed by the fact that, as this is the first time for the Committee to have constructive dialogues with Japan, many people from Japan visited Geneva to listen to, with great interest, discussions between the Committee members and the Japanese delegation as well as remarks from the Commission on Policy for Persons with Disabilities, which is a monitoring mechanism for disability policy.

　I recognized the need on the broad scope of issues related to the protection of persons with disabilities, the high level of interest in Japan in this issue, and the need to continue to follow up on related discussions such as gender and climate change here in Geneva as well.

It is very important for a government to make constant efforts to protect the rights of persons with disabilities. I am convinced that it is meaningful and fruitful for a government to have discussions with the Committee from objective point of views, who are knowledgeable about the policies of many countries.

We would like to discuss with relevant stakeholders in Japan about the concluding observations by the Committee that will be adopted at the last days of the session, and make full use of them to achieve further protection of the human rights of persons with disabilities in Japan.

Thank you very much.
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