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AZERBAIJAN NGO ALLIANCE 

FOR CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Supplementary addition to the Shadow Report on situation with children’s rights in Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan NGO Alliance for the Rights of the Child, which has united more than 40 NGOs and children’s organizations of Azerbaijan, expresses its protest against the shelling by the Armenian Republic of the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Karabakh, as well as cities and villages far beyond the war zone!
During the first Karabakh war as well as during 26 years of so-called “ceasefire” many times violated by Armenian military forces, 175 Azerbaijani children were tragically killed, hundreds were injured, 66 are still missing, 29 have been taken hostage.
As a result of recent escalation of conflict brought by Armenian armed forces and continuing shelling by the Armenian armed formations of the city of Ganja, Ter-Ter, Tovuz, Shamkir, Barda and Beylagan regions of Azerbaijan, 31 civilians have been killed since September 27, including 5 children and 5 women. At the same time, 160 civilians were injured, 142 civilian objects and 1,050 houses were damaged. 
The most recent act of vandalism and war crime was committed by Armenia and Armenian armed forces on October 17, 2020 when peaceful Gyandja city and its civilians were hit by SCUD missiles at night. 14 civilians, including 3 children and 4 women were killed, over 40 people were injured, including 5 children and 20 women and more than 20 residential buildings were destroyed. 

It is needless to add that SCUT missiles date back to the 1960s and carry a big load of explosives but are well-known for their lack of precision. In a televised address to the nation, Azerbaijan’s president, Ilham Aliyev, denounced the missile strike as a war crime and warned the leadership of Armenia that it would face responsibility.

Children in Azerbaijan are the targets by Armenian aggressors even during the ceasefire time. During the ceasefire since 1994, 34 children became victims of the Armenian terror, 14 of them were killed and 20 were injured. Another murder that got away with Armenian extremists happened in 2017, when the Armenian Armed Forces fired from 82- and 120-mm mortars and heavy grenade launchers at the village of Alkhanly, Fizuli region, as a result of which 18-month-old girl Zakhra Guliyeva and her 50-year-old grandmother Sahiba Guliyev died. This murder shook the whole world, by showing the Armenia’s true colors, however, the Armenians still got away with it due to the world community’s unresponsiveness! In total, over the years, about 350 thousand innocent children have suffered from an unjust war.

Over the years of the conflict, Armenian armed groups have purposefully targeted civilians and civilian facilities of Azerbaijan, including schools, hospitals, and administrative buildings.

 

Humanitarian Law aspects
As regard to the legal aspects of the problem, in accordance with the IV Geneva Convention the protection of civilians during armed conflict is therefore a cornerstone of international humanitarian law. This protection extends to their public and private property. International Humanitarian Law (IHL) also identifies and protects particularly vulnerable civilian groups such as women, children and the displaced persons. If we talk about specific protection of children and women, international humanitarian law provides general protection for children and women as persons taking no part in hostilities, and special protection as persons who are particularly vulnerable.

In non-international armed conflicts, children are protected by the fundamental guarantees relating to the treatment of persons taking no active part in the hostilities, set forth in article 3 common to the four Geneva Conventions. Under this article, children have at least the right, during these conflicts which are often very cruel, to be treated humanely. There should not be any violence to their lives and persons or their dignity. Protocol II of 1977 also codifies the principles according to which the civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. The Fourth Geneva Convention comprises a great many provisions in favour of children. They show that, already in 1949, it was felt that children should be especially protected against warfare.

The principle of the special protection of children during non- international armed conflicts is thus explicitly laid down. Protocol II, Article 4, entitled ” Fundamental guarantees ”, comprises a paragraph devoted exclusively to children. It stipulates that: “Children shall be provided with the care and aid they require ” . This article then enumerates special measures relative to children, giving substance to the general rule stated above. The structure of article 4 shows how important the authors of Protocol II considered the protection of children during non-international armed conflicts, and it enables us to maintain that the principle of special protection of children during these conflicts is thereby affirmed.

 

Human Rights Law aspects
Children are protected not only by the International humanitarian law, but also by the International human rights law.
According to the Article 38 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), State undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed conflicts which are relevant to the child. State have obligations under international humanitarian law to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, and shall take all feasible measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed conflict.

Thus, by targeting the civilian population, the Armenian armed forces are not only committing war crimes under humanitarian law, but also grossly violating the principles and provisions of international human rights.

Armenia also violated the principles stipulated by the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict and which calls for the strict observance of the Declaration by all Member States. Attacks and bombings on the civilian population, inflicting incalculable suffering, especially on women and children, who are the most vulnerable members of the population, shall be prohibited, and such acts shall be condemned.

Unfortunately, this does not mean that the international community will react immediately to Armenia’s actions. We have been witnesses for many times, that international community were closed their eyes to unlawful actions of Armenia in regards to Azerbaijan. The only right way in such a situation is to continue the peace enforcement operations of the Azerbaijani army to force Armenia to withdraw the occupying forces from the territories of Azerbaijan as required by the UN Security Council 4 resolutions on Karabakh.

We strongly condemn the aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan and the Azerbaijani people, the vandalism against cultural and religious monuments perpetrated by Armenian armed formations and Armenian extremists in Karabakh and 7 adjacent regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan!

Once again we call on the world community, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, and other child rights organizations, to condemn the aggression of Armenia, force the aggressor to comply with 4 UN resolutions and leave the Azerbaijani lands.
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