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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Mr. / Madam Chairperson,

· Greetings from the Government and the People of Fiji – Ni sa Bula Vinaka.

· The Delegation from Fiji is indeed honored to be present today before this most august body to dialogue.   Please allow me to introduce the State delegation, Fiji’s Ambassador in Geneva – Her Excellency Ms. Nazhat Shameem Khan; the Permanent Secretary for the Ministry of Social Welfare, Women and Poverty Alleviation;  the Director for Social Welfare - Mr. Rupeni Fatiaki; the National Advisor Family Health – Dr. Joseph Kado; and the Senior Education Officer Policy - Mr. Satyendra Singh.

· The Government of Fiji delegation appears today as an expression of Fiji’s commitment to its international obligations and in particular to the spirit and the goals of the Convention on the Rights of the Child as per its ratification in 1993 and its subsequent protocols.

· Fiji lies in the heart of the Pacific Ocean with a total land area of 18,333 sq.km.

· Although Fiji is a pluralistic society, the current government’s Strategic Framework for Change and our Constitution in 2013, have declared a common name for all so that we are all referred to as Fijians. This name has become a symbol of national unity for our people.

· Children as at the last National Census comprise 38.5% of the total population.  On this note, the State continues to provide the support and strengthened partnership with relevant stakeholders for the development and the advancement of child protection legislation, mechanisms, policies, programs and services in Fiji.


Mr. / Madam Chairperson,

2.0 LEGISLATIVE REFORMS

· The Bill of Rights in Fiji’s 2013 Constitution has for the first time in the history of our beloved nation, in response to the strong wishes of our people, the Constitution has provided for a wide range of socio-economic rights. These rights include rights to education, access to health care, housing and sanitation, reasonable access to transportation, food security and safe water, and social security schemes.

· Article 41 of the 2013 Constitution specifically makes provision for the protection of children from abuse, neglect, harmful cultural practices, any form of violence, in humane treatment and punishment, and hazardous or exploitive labour or detention.

· It is also the first Fiji Constitution to articulate specific rights to persons with disabilities and to all children. It provides for greater civil and political rights to youths through reduction of the voting age from 21 to18 years ensuring their say in the political life of the nation.  Furthermore, it outlaws any form of discrimination based on sex and gender. 

· Importantly, for the first time, our Constitution recognises the rights of children specifically. The section is enforceable by a complaint made to the Human Rights and Anti-Discrimination Commission, which in turn has powers to seek redress before the courts, and by a constitutional redress application to the High Court. This right of redress exists parallel to existing statutory rights to raise the Constitution and the Bill of Rights before any court, tribunal or administrative body. Section 7 of the Constitution specifically gives the courts the ability to use international law such as decisions of international human rights courts and of treaty bodies, in interpreting the Bill of Rights. 

· Under the Child Welfare Decree 2010, all professionals that become aware or reasonably suspects during the practice of his or her profession that a child has been or is being, or is likely to be harmed must immediately notify the Ministry of Social Welfare, Women and Poverty Alleviation. Recently, the Child Welfare Decree was amended to include school teachers in the definition of professionals with a mandatory duty to report child abuse. This has led to an increase in the reporting of child abuse. This is a very positive step, as child abuse is infamously under reported in every country.

· The Crimes Decree of 2009 also makes provision for the protection of children from forcible transfer, enslavement, trafficking, defilement and other situations of abuse. The Constitution for the first time specifically protects all persons from trafficking, and all forms of violence at school, at home and at work. Corporal punishments is therefore unconstitutional in any form.

· The Domestic Violence Decree 2009, protects children from domestic violence situations and provides greater access to justice for women and children. The Sentencing and Penalties Decree requires a consideration of the interests of the family in sentencing in cases of domestic violence. Domestic violence by definition includes any form of violence, threats, intimidation or sexual assault on any child of the family, both nuclear and extended.

· Currently, the State anticipates the finalization of the review of its legislation on children. This includes the Adoption of Infants Act (1978), the Juveniles Act (1973), the Probation of Offenders Act (1978), including a new Disability Decree. The reviewed legislations are likely to be released after the 2014 September Elections.
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Mr. / Madam Chairperson,

3.0 POLICY ENVIRONMENT

· Fiji, like other small island developing states, face significant and common challenges in our pursuit to provide an environment that is safe and enabling for our children. Establishing and strengthening our network has proven to be effective despite the commonalities of challenges that we face as a developing nation in the Pacific region.

· The State currently has a drafted National Strategy on Child Protection, which is subject for further consultation with relevant stakeholders prior to finalization. The Fiji National Gender Policy adopted by Cabinet in 2013, affects the girl child in particular, and seeks to empower women in every aspect of Fijian life.

· In relation to the education Sector, an overarching Child Protection Policy was developed in 2010 and has since been reviewed through wide consultation. Today the Policy is being implemented throughout the 721 primary schools, 175 secondary schools and vocational facilities across the country. This also contributes to the footprint of the Ministry of Educations contribution towards the achievement of the Article 6 of the CRC.

· The National Climate Change Policy of 2012 incorporates the Child Centred Climate Change Adaptation Project that is focused on increasing awareness and capacity of children, youth and communities on climate change related disasters enabling the facilitation of contextualized adaptation processes with climate smart solutions to identified issues.






Mr. / Madam Chairperson,

4.0 RELATED INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

· In 2012, Fiji acceded to the International Hague Convention on Inter- Country Adoption. In 2014 Fiji Government endorsed the international protocols that enables Fiji to a wider inter- country adoption arrangement and is not restrictive to a particular country. The Hague Convention will provide a water tight arrangement through a cooperative framework established by means of an agreed term of responsibility.


Mr. / Madam Chairperson,

5.0	SERVICES AND PROGRAMS

· Under the UNICEF Funding arrangements to coordinate programs and services on child protection, it has allowed government and non-government partnerships to implement existing programs accordingly.

· Under the UNICEF Multi –Year Work Plan, awareness and capacity building programs has been accelerated to community and educational settings to inform and nurture a culture of awareness that is crucial in changing mindsets and witnessing change in the best interest of responsible, protected and empowered children of Fiji.

· The Government of Fiji, is also to be commended for its commitment towards elevating the rights and aspirations of our children through legislative and programmatic sectors that is intended to address macro and micro key performance indicators in addressing child related progress. This is evident in high literacy rate that Fiji currently enjoys at 98% via its compulsory and free education at primary and secondary, inclusive of its loan schemes for tertiary education.

· In embracing the need to guarantee the social protection of children particularly those that become the wards of the State as per the Juveniles Act, Government has increased its monthly allowance from $60 (FJD) to $100 (FJD) per month. This covers for the increase cost of living under institutional care facilities for children.


Mr. / Madam Chairperson,

6.0 CONCLUSION

· We accept however that Fiji will continue to need assistance in the full implementation of the spirit of the CRC.  

· Fiji is sincerely committed to satisfying its obligations to CRC and we acknowledge that no battle on this front can be fought without a partnership of civil society groups, both nationally and internationally.

· In that regard, we continue to fervently hope that such partnerships can be forged through positive dialogue and constructive discussions.  It is at this time when Fiji is experiencing a period of legal, social, political and cultural reforms that can be forged within the spirit of CRC.


· It would be a mistake for interested parties and persons to fail to take advantage of this important period in our history.

· I thank you Chair for your patience and indulgence and look forward to a fruitful dialogue.  

· Thank you.
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