CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW)
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE DISCUSSION AND RESPONSES
DATE OF DIALOGUE: 05 November2021
PLATFORM: VIRTUAL 

Sister Departments : The delegation of South Africa was made up of representatives of the Department of International Relations and Cooperation; the Department of the Police; the Department of Social Development; the Department of Justice and Correctional Services; the Department of Health; the Department of Small Business Development; a Member of the Executive Council of Gauteng; a Member of the Executive Council of KwaZulu-Natal; a Member of the Executive Council of Eastern Cape; a Member of the Executive Council of Western Cape; the National Prosecuting Authority; the Department of Women, Youth and Persons with Disability; and the Permanent Mission of South Africa to the United Nations Office at Geneva.
	DEPARTMENT 
	COMMITTEE QUESTION 
	RESPONSE / ACTION BY DELEGATION  (ANNEXURES) 

	South African Human Rights Commission
	NÁELA GABR, Committee Member, asked for more information on the South African Human Rights Commission.  Could the delegation provide information about its budget?

	As per section 184 of the Constitution, the South African Human Rights Commission is mandated to: promote respect for and a culture of human rights; promote the protection, development and attainment of human rights; and monitor and assess the observance of human rights in South Africa. The powers and functions of the commission are further detailed in the Human Rights Commission Act (1994). The commission focus on the promotion, security and monitoring of human rights. This is achieved through, among other things, strategic interventions that promote policy and legislative reforms, and improvements to service quality through the implementation of public and private organisations. The commission also adopt and enforce international human rights recommendations and standards through strategic impact litigation and engagements to address systemic violations and other redress mechanisms. 
	
	2021/2022
	2020/2021
	2019/2020

	Budget
	R195 million
	R191.7 million
	R190 million

	
	
	
	




	Commission for Gender Equality
	NÁELA GABR, Committee Member, asked for more information about the Commission for Gender Equality, could the delegation provide information about its budget.
	 CGE Budget: 2019, 2020, 2021. 

	2019/20
	2020/21
	2021/22

	R85 177 000
	R78 615 000
	R91 376 000



Complaints to CGE in 2019/2020

	Nature of Complaint
	Total

	Gender-Based Violence
	87

	Labour 
	23

	Culture and Tradition
	5

	Religion 
	0

	Patriarchy 
	2

	Economic 
	0

	Education 
	0

	Health Care
	4

	Succession 
	6

	Political Representation and Participation
	1

	
	




	Department of Home Affairs
	NATASHA STOTT DESPOJA, Committee Member, indicated many stateless children were denied educational opportunities; requested information on DoHA’s interventions to ensure access despite a lack of citizenship?  

	ACCESS TO BIRTH REGISTRATION SERVICES
The Department of Home Affair partnered with Department of Health to register births at health facilities, nationally. 
· Birth registration footprint includes:
· 412 Civic Services Offices
· Imbizos (public engagements) and mobile services – DHA uses about 100 mobile trucks to reach out to communities.
· A presence in 32 Missions abroad. 
· In 2010/2011, DHA registered 556 762 births. 
· In 2019/20, DHA had targeted to 810 000 births within 30 calendar days. It surpassed that target by registering 845 253 within 30 days in that calendar year. 
· During the 2020/21 financial year the department set a target of registering 750 000 births within 30 days. The department managed to register 1 019 582 births, of which 751 087 were births registered within 30 calendar days
· DHA also improved issuing of unabridged birth certificates - 58, 91% in 2018/19 to 60, 86% in 2019/20. These are issued within eight weeks.

ARTICLE 9 : NATIONALITY 
The state party gives effect to CEDAW Article 9 on nationality through the Citizenship Act No 88 of 1995.The purpose of the Act is to provide for the acquisition, loss and resumption of South African citizenship; and for matters incidental thereto. For the purposes of addressing CEDAW Committee questions, it is essential to address some points relating to acquisition of citizenship in RSA.

According to the Act, one can acquire citizenship through following means:
· By registration (section 1 of the Citizenship Act) [means South African citizenship by registration granted under any law in force in the Republic as it had existed immediately prior to the commencement of the Constitution].
· By birth (section 2 of the Citizenship Act).
· By descent (section 3 of the Citizenship Act).
· By naturalisation (section 4 of the Citizenship Act).

· Apart from accessing rights through citizenship, persons who live in South Africa may access many rights in the Constitution whether they sojourn in the Republic permanently or temporarily by acquiring an appropriate permit as provided for in the Immigration Act 13 of 2002 and Refugee Act No 130 of 1998. The above must be read with Immigration Amendment Act 13 of 2011 and associated Immigration Regulations.
· In the event where a person does not have documents, steps are undertaken to investigate the matter and apply appropriate remedies, including regularising the person.
· The COVID-19 pandemic affected a number of services, including how clients apply for permits and citizenship. To mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on delivery of services, the state party employed a number of interventions, including extending the period for renewal of certain permits that were due expire or/and those that could not be renewed during the pandemic.

	Forestry Fisheries and Environment 
	MARION BETHEL, Committee Member, asked for more information about the green economy, and measures taken to empower women under the green economy. 

	Delegation indicated that a presidential commission on climate change had been formed to deal with issues ranging from how to deal with coal, to how to transition to net zero emissions. 

SOUTH AFRICA’s GREEN FUND REPORT: THE TRANSITION TOWARDS AN INCLUSIVE GREEN ECONOMY appended as Annexure A. 
 

	Legal Aid SA
	Commission requested   delegation provide information about its budget.
	Legal Aid South Africa was established in terms of section 2 of the Legal Aid South Africa Act (2014) to provide legal aid and legal advice to eligible people at the state’s expense. The entity is mandated to ensure access to justice and the realisation of people’s right to legal representation, as envisaged in the Constitution. Legal Aid SA provide legal aid and representation at the state’s expense to eligible people.
	
	2021/2022
	2020/2021
	2019/2020

	Budget
	R 2,076,981,745
	R2,077,873,157
	R2,045,568,764

	
	
	
	




	Department of Health 
	Commission inquired if South Africa will develop a law on sterilisation? And Whether there will be reparation for victims of forced sterilisation?
	Awaiting submission of inputs from Department of Health 


	Department of Social Development 
	Commission requested statistics regarding the asylum seekers benefited from Covid 19 grant.
	Awaiting submission of inputs from Department of Social Development 
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