[image: image2.png]\y,  UNITED NATIONS
)/ HUMAN RIGHTS
>,

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

DROITS DE 'HOMME

HAUT-COMMISSARIAT




HAUT-COMMISSARIAT AUX DROITS DE L’HOMME • OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

PALAIS DES NATIONS • 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

www.ohchr.org • TEL: +41 22 917 9000 • FAX: +41 22 917 9008 • E-MAIL: registry@ohchr.org – cedaw@ohchr.org 

PAGE 3

	REFERENCE:
	MK/follow-up/Italy/74



2 December 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the seventh periodic report of Italy, at the Committee’s sixty-seventh session, held in July 2017. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/ITA/CO/7) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 57 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Italy to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 15 (a) and (b), 21 (b) and 23 of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in July 2019 (CEDAW/C/ITA/CO/7/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-fourth session, held in November 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding paragraph 15 of the concluding observations, concerning about “the lack of a comprehensive and harmonized framework, including clear procedures, guidelines and standards, for the identification of and provision of assistance to individuals with specific needs and vulnerabilities, especially refugees and asylum seekers who are women and girls”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the development of technical proposals for the procedures of identification of and assistance to individuals with specific needs and referral mechanisms, in cooperation with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Ministry of Interior. Since the State party has not yet adopted a framework, the Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Gian Lorenzo Cornado
Permanent Representative of Italy
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Chemin de l'Impératrice 10

1292 Chambésy
Email: rappoi.ginevra@esteri.it
In relation to the issue raised by the Committee about “the insufficient number of reception centres and the overcrowding and substandard conditions in existing centres owing to the increasing number of refugees and asylum seekers entering the country”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that the Department for Civil Liberties and Migration coordinates and monitors reception system, including through inspection activities, in addition to monitoring conducted by prefectures. While noting the information in the State party’s report about the decrease of migration flow in 2018, which had reduced a demand to increase the number of reception centres, the Committee remains concerned about the access to reception centres by refugee and asylum seeking women in the State party. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.  
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 15 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Strengthen its efforts to adopt gender-appropriate, culturally sensitive and age-sensitive procedures of individual screening and assessment to ensure the systematic and early identification of refugees and asylum seekers, in particular women and girls;
2.
Ensure that all refugees and asylum seekers, particularly women and girls, have access to reception centres and continue its efforts to monitor the conditions of centres.

With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 21 of the concluding observations, concerning about “the absence of an overarching and integrated policy on gender equality at the national level”: 
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that the Department for Equal Opportunities has been elaborating and implementing gender-related policies, and its General Directive for the year of 2019 includes gender equality. While noting the measures taken by the State party to ensure gender equality, including the adoption of the National Strategic Plan on male violence against women (2017-2020) in November 2017, the Committee regrets the absence of information on the adoption of overarching and integrated policy on gender equality at the national level. The Committee considers that there is lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is incomplete and fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 21 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Provide information on the measures taken to adopt an overarching and integrated policy on gender equality at the national level.

In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 23 of the concluding observations, concerning about “the continued delays in adopting the pending bill establishing a national human rights institution”: 

 The Committee welcomes that the debate on the establishment of a national human rights institution took place at all levels. While noting that a new bill (A.C.1323) has been submitted and examining since November 2018, the Committee is concerned about the delay in adopting the bill to establish the institution, as well as the lack of information on whether the institution is mandated to protect and promote women’s rights. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 23 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Accelerate the adoption of the bill (A.C.1323) so as to establish an adequately resourced national human rights institution, and ensure that it is mandated to protect and promote all human rights, including women’s rights.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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