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Dear Chair, Country Rapporteurs and Members of the Committee,
Dear Representatives of the German Government,
Dear Persons with Disabilities and representatives of DPOs and civil society,
the Independent Monitoring Mechanism of Germany’s National Human Rights Institution would like to express its gratitude for having the opportunity to make opening remarks in the context of the Committee’s Constructive Dialogue with the Federal Republic of Germany and to be actively involved.
We would like to thank the Committee for its excellent List of Issues prior to reporting published in 2018. It very clearly pointed out key challenges for the implementation of CRPD in Germany. 
We also appreciate that the German Government submitted its State Party report in due time and that a high-level delegation is present today, which expresses the importance of the review process for our government.
Since the adoption of the Committee’s last Concluding Observations on Germany in 2015, some progress has been made in the implementation of CRPD. This includes some important legal reforms such as the abolition of exclusions from the right to vote, a reform of guardianship law or the introduction of person-centred assistance services in the catalogue of social security benefits. Nevertheless, there are still significant implementation deficits regarding these and other regulations. We address these in our parallel report. 
All in all, fourteen years since CRPD came into force in Germany, there has been no real paradigm shift towards inclusion and self-determination. We would therefore like to highlight four areas where we think that strong impulses from the Committee are needed:
First of all, Germany still has a highly developed system of segregated structures. In figures that means that 6 out of 10 children with disabilities are still taught in special schools and new special schools are still built. More than 300.000 persons are working in sheltered workshops, and nearly 200.000 persons with disabilities are living in residential facilities. We strongly recommend that the government should develop strategies for de-institutionalization. And that the service providers in Germany become partners in this effort and motors of change. 
Second, the principle of self-determination of persons with disabilities is questioned in several areas and their rights are violated. Whether it be coercive measures employed in psychiatric care or physical restraint in residential facilities. Or whether it be the lack of implementation of supported decision-making. 
Third, Germany is still lacking legal obligations under anti-discrimination law to ensure accessibility and reasonable accommodation across the private sector. There is a lack of awareness about the importance of accessibility as a basic requirement for equal participation.
Last but not least, there are no binding procedures and minimum standards for the participation of persons with disabilities across government – be it at federal, Länder or local level. And the voices of persons with disabilities are often not given priority in participation processes.
All in all it can be said that the State Party is not doing all it can and should to implement the Convention. Political priorities und financial budgets are too often focused on other areas. We need an impetus and international pressure for the rights of persons with disabilities to be afforded a higher political priority in the future.
Regrettably, the State Party’s reports do not reflect due awareness of the problems and fail to deal openly with weaknesses. However, we are optimistic that the delegation present here today — considering its commitment and expertise — will be able to fully compensate for this in the dialogue.
We are confident that through its recommendations the Committee will provide new impetus and energy for the implementation of the Convention in Germany.
We are looking forward to the fruitful discussions during the Constructive Dialogue.
Thank you very much for your attention.
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