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September 2024
I. Article 6 Rights to life
Normative, institutional and factual frame on Cameroon’s government execution of Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) protects the right to life.
Normative Framework:
The Republic of Cameroon has subscribed under the Rights to Life through international, regional and national laws.
1. ICCPR Article 6: "Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life."
2. African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) Article 4: "Human beings are inviolable. Every human being shall be entitled to respect for their life and the integrity of their person."
3. Cameroonian Constitution (1972) Article 5: "Every person has the right to life, liberty, and security of person."
Institutional Framework (Cameroon):
The following organs are created by the Government of Cameroon to fight impunity with respect to the rights to life
1. The Cameroon Human Rights Commission (CHRC)

2. Ministry of Justice and Keeper of the Seals
3. Ministry of Defence
4. National Gendarmerie
5. Police Force
Factual Framework (Cameroon):
1. Extrajudicial killings: Reports of security forces killing civilians, particularly in Anglophone regions.
2. Arbitrary arrests and detentions: Security forces arrest and detain individuals without due process.
3. Torture and ill-treatment: Systemic torture and ill-treatment of detainees.
4. Death penalty: Cameroon retains the death penalty, with executions carried out.
Government Statements
1. President Paul Biya's 2020 speech: Committed to investigating human rights abuses.
2. Prime Minister Joseph Dion Ngute's 2022 statement: Pledged to strengthen human rights protections.
Efforts made by Government
a. Judicial Reforms
1. 2014: Cameroon adopted the Justice Sector Reform Strategy.
2. 2018: Established the National Commission for the Reform of the Justice System.
3. On-going efforts to strengthen judicial independence and improve access to justice.
B. Institutional Efforts
1. Cameroon Human Rights Commission (CHRC): Investigates human rights abuses.
2. Ministry of Justice: Established a department for human rights.
3. National Gendarmerie: Created a human rights unit.
c. Investigative Bodies
1. Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry (2018): Investigated Anglophone crisis-related violence.

2. National Investigation Committee (2020): Probes allegations of human rights abuses.
d. Legislative Measures
1. Law No. 2016/007: Establishes the National Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms now called Cameroon Human Rights Commission.
2. Law No. 2018/011: Provides for the protection of human rights defenders.
e. Security Sector Reforms
1. Security forces training on human rights and international humanitarian law.
2. Establishment of military tribunals to try security personnel.


Government Execution (Challenges):
1. Lack of effective investigations into extrajudicial killings.
2. Inadequate training for security forces on human rights.
3. Limited access to justice and remedy for victims.
4. Persistent impunity for human rights abuses.


Civil Society Organisations invite the human rights committee to ask the government of Cameroon:
1. What measures has the government taken to prevent extrajudicial killings?
2. How does the government ensure accountability for human rights abuses?
3. What is the government's strategy to address the root causes of violence?
4. How many investigations have been conducted into extrajudicial killings?
5. How many perpetrators have been prosecuted and convicted?

II. Article 7 Abolition of torture
Normative, institutional and factual frame on Cameroon’s government execution
Normative Framework
1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 7: "No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment."
2. African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), Article 5: "Every individual shall have the right to the respect of the dignity inherent in a human being and to the recognition of his legal status."
3. Cameroonian Constitution (1972), Article 5: "Every person has the right to life, liberty, and security of person."
International Instruments
1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), Article 5
2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 7
3. Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT)
4. African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), Article 5
5. Robben Island Guidelines for the Prevention of Torture in Africa


Regional Instruments
1. African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR)
2. Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa
3. Ouagadougou Declaration on Torture in Africa
National Legislation
1. Cameroonian Constitution (1972), Article 5
2. Penal Code (2016), Articles 132-135 (torture and cruel treatment)
3. Law No. 2016/007 on the Organization of the Judiciary

4. Law No. 2018/011 on the Protection of Human Rights Defenders
Policy Documents
1. National Strategy for the Prevention of Torture (2014)
2. National Human Rights Policy (2015)
3. Cameroon's National Action Plan on Human Rights (2018)
Institutional Mechanisms
1. Cameroon Human Rights Commission (CHRC) mandated as the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture (NMPT)
2. Ministry of Justice and Keeper of the Seals
3. Ministry of Defence
Challenges
1. Impunity for perpetrators.
2. Limited resources for investigations.
3. Inadequate training for security forces.
4. Corruption.
Factual Framework
1. Torture and ill-treatment reported in detention centers and prisons.
2. Security forces accused of using torture to extract confessions.
3. Limited investigations and prosecutions for torture cases.
Notable cases of torture Torture and Ill-Treatment
1. Ahmed Abba (2015): Journalist arrested, tortured, and sentenced to 10 years.
2. Mancho Bibixy (2017): Radio host arrested, detained without trial.
3. Abdul Karim (2018): Detained without trial.

1. What measures are in place to prevent torture in detention centers and prisons?
2. What steps are being taken to improve detention conditions and reduce overcrowding?
3. Are detainees provided access to medical care and legal counsel?
4. How many perpetrators of torture have been held accountable since 2016?
5. What reparation and rehabilitation programs exist for victims of torture?


III. Liberté et sécurité de la personne – article 9
La Constitution garantie et le CPP prévoient la liberté d’aller et de venir.
Les conditions d’arrestation sont prévues strictement par la loi	(infraction en flagrance, mandat d’arrêt, mandat d’amener, mandat perquisition, etc.)
Les droits des personnes détenues sont prévus par la loi (droit à un avocat, à un interprète, droit d’être informé des charge). En pratique, ces droits ne sont pas respectés.
Le délai de GAV est de 48h renouvelable une fois. Le Procureur peut proroger la détention dans certains cas.
En pratique, ces droits et délais ne sont pas respectés
Les cas d’arrestations arbitraires sont monnaie courante par la sécurité militaire (ex. de l’arrestation d’un homme de plus de 68 ans)
Nord-Ouest et Sud-Ouest : beaucoup d’arrestation de jeunes hommes suspectés d’etre des arnaqueur, défaut de CNI (ex. interpellation d’un homme pour avoir pris des photos de SONARA par la sécurité militaire. Libere apres avoir paye la somme de 50 000)
Depuis la crise de NOSO, les forces de sécurité sont parties de l’extreme nord laissant la population à l’abandon.
Les cas specifique :
1. Samuel Wazizi (2019): Journalist arrested and disappeared, later confirmed dead.
2. Thomas Awah Jr. (2020): Activist arrested and disappeared.
3. Dr. Fontem Neba (2018): University lecturer arrested, detained without trial.
4. Martinez Zogo (2022): Kidnapped and tortured to death
Civil Society Organisations invite the human rights committee to ask the government of Cameroon:


1. What measures are being taken to reduce pre-trial detention periods?
2. Are there any statistics on detention-related deaths?
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