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Dear Mrs. Chairperson!
Dear Members of the Committee!

On behalf of the Russian Delegation I would like to welcome all the participants of the 78-th session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
It is my privilege to have an opportunity to address you.
Russia, as it is well known, is a country of traditional human values. For Russians the family and the care for children have always been and are at present a priority.
This fact was the basis for accession of our country in 1990 to the Convention on the Right of the Child and in 2013 to its Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
At present I can certainly inform the audience that the Russian Federation took the necessary internal measures to ensure practical implementation of international standards on the protection of the rights of minors.
Russian legal framework of the social and criminal policy on counteraction to the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography corresponds to the norms and provision of the international law.
The State considers this area as a priority and is constantly paying attention to its development. 
Since the submission of the initial report on the implementation of the provisions of the Optional Protocol  in 2015 much work has been done in our country both regarding further improvement of the legal framework of the law enforcement aspect of this activity and the improvement of its practical component, especially related to raising the efficiency of general and individual prevention of the negative phenomena under consideration, to improving the quality of work in the Internet space, to ensuring the inevitability of punishment for encroachments on the rights of minors, as well as to raising the level of international cooperation.
Detailed information about it can be found in responses of the Russian Federation to additional questions of the Committee in 2017.
I would like to draw your attention to the fact that all this work is based on long-term concept of strategic planning approved by Decrees of the President and Orders of the Government of the Russian Federation, including:
- Strategy of National Security of the Russian Federation envisaging a development of a comprehensive national program to prevent violence against children and to rehabilitate the children victims of violence.
- Concept of the State Family Policy in the Russian Federation and Framework of the State Youth policy;
- Concept of Development of Additional Education of Children and Strategy of the Development of Upbringing of Children;
- Concept of Development of the System to Prevent Neglect and Offenses against Minors;
- Concepts of Long-term Social and Economic Development of the Russian Federation and of the Demographic Policy of the Russian Federation, and many more.
In order to form and implement a unified state policy to improve the situation of children in the Russian Federation the President of Russia approved and the Government of the Russian Federation and regional executive bodies of subjects of the Russian Federation under control of the specially established under the Russian Presidernt Coordination Council implemented the National Action Strategy in the Interests of Children for 2012-2017.
The Decree of the President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, declared the years 2018-2027 as a Decade of Childhood. At present the formation of the Plan of basic activities of this area is at the final stage.
An important coordinating role in this work is played by the Ombudsman for the Rights of the Child under the President of the Russian Federation and ombudsmen in the regions of the Russian Federation who have agreements on interaction with the agencies concerned, including the Ministry of the Interior.
In this context we should also mention the Governmental and regional commissions for the affairs of minors and the protection of their rights, as well as the Governmental commission to prevent offenses chaired by the Ministry of the Interior of the Russian Federation.
The implementation of the Optional Protocol is ensured also within the framework of state programs with activities aimed at preventing neglect and crime of minors.
The amount of such programs, especially regional ones, is constantly growing, by 1,4% in 2017 compared to 2016 (283 in 2016, 287 in 2017).
The financing of these activities also is on the rise. 228,9 bln. rubles were spent on these goals in 2017. 239,6 bln. rubles have been allocated for 2018 (+4,7%).
The Decree of the President of the Russian Federation created the Foundation to support children in difficult situation.
Much work has been done in the area of improvement of the legal framework for this sphere of social relations after the last report of the Russian Federation.
The Russian legislative authorities have brought the terminology of the Russian Penal Code in compliance with the definitions set in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol.
Intensified protection was provided for children under the age of 14.
We can inform you that at present the Russian Penal legislation offers good protection to minors against practically all known types of criminal encroachments, especially violent and sexual.
Long sentences, up to life sentence, are foreseen for such crimes (article 131.6 Rape, article 132.6 Violent acts of sexual nature, article 134.6 Sexual intercourse or actions of sexual nature with a person under the age of 16).
To address the aspects related to the protection of minors from encroachments on their sexual inviolability, the Council of the Federation of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation has created a special Working group with priority over additional measures to tackle indecent assault against minors performed through the Internet.
Federal laws regulate the (extrajudicial) blocking of materials in the Internet with pornographic images of minors and advertisements attracting minors as performers for participation in spectacular events of pornographic nature.
A Unified register of prohibited internet resources has been created.
Law enforcement agencies have received technical and legal means to detect and quickly block illegal activity related to sexual encroachments in relation to minors in the Internet and social networks.
 In 2013-2017 the number of Internet resources detected and included in the Unified register of prohibited information increased more than 10 times[footnoteRef:1] and at the moment amounts to almost 58000, nearly 10000 of them have been blocked. [1: For reference: the number of Internet resources included in the register of prohibited information increased from 1457 in 2013 to 18869 in 2017.] 

Thanks to the established interaction with hosting providers, more than 83% of materials with child pornography are deleted before measures are taken to block the Internet resource.
Since 2011 special technical units of the Ministry of the Interior of Russia have been carrying out an operation called “Sorniak” (Weed) during which materials with pornographic images of children are detected in international peering networks and the law enforcement agencies of the countries concerned are informed immediately.
The results of the operation give 94 criminal cases in 2015-2017 only.
The mechanism of processing the requests from foreign countries related to similar electronic resources in the Russian segment of Internet has been refined. 
The Russian law enforcement agencies have considerable intensified their activity in countering sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography and other crimes against sexual inviolability of minors. 
In 2017 more than 13000 criminal cases were opened on crimes committed against sexual inviolability of minors[footnoteRef:2] which is 9,2% more compared to the previous period. [2: For reference: totally in 2017 investigators of the Investigation Committee of the Russian Federation instigated 13000 criminal cases on crimes committed against sexual inviolability of minors (2015 – 11807, 2016 – 12353), 7000 of them cases of violent crimes of sexual nature (data of the General Prosecutor’s Office).] 

As such crimes, as it is known, are highly latent, the increase in their number in the criminal statistics is a positive factor and proves a growingly offensive nature of activity of the Russian law enforcement agencies.
The growth of the total amount of criminal cases instigated on the involvement of minors into prostitution (+26% in 2017 compared to 2016, article 240 of the Penal Code of the Russian Federation), sexual intercourse with a person under the age of 16 (+11%, article 134  of the PC of the RF), as well as production and sale of child pornography (+19%, article 242.1 of the PC of the RF) and indecent actions in relation to minors (+25%, article 135 of the PC of the RF) are treated within the context of the reduction of the latent part of this segment of crimes.
The focusing of efforts on a comprehensive approach to prevention of the sale of children, exploitation of child labour, child prostitution and child pornography, pedophilia and other encroachments on rights and interest of minors has helped to improve the situation in this sphere.
We can reasonably claim that today in our country there is no sign of a consistency in these types of illegal acts, the criminal acts and administrative offences of this category that are registered do not affect considerably the criminal situation, and the level of their dissemination does not influence the positive assessment by the population of the efficiency of the work of law enforcement agencies.
There are no registered cases of slave exploitation of child labour in Russia.
There are certain cases of attempted sale of children, usually, newly born, committed by migrants, sometimes during the adoption proceedings. All of them perceived by the society as extraordinary accidents and received adequate response by the law enforcement agencies. The investigation of such crimes was actively covered by the media, all criminals were brought to liability.
The situation is similar for attempts to involve minors in prostitution. In general we register few cases in the country. We believe that they are rather efficiently detected and suppressed by the police. However, it would be fair enough to mention that we did not manage to fully exclude offers of sexual services of minors from the Internet. We believe that it is impossible, in principle, though we are working on it.
The proof to it is the lack of any considerable spreading and even slight reduction of the so called voluntary prostitution of minors in Russia.
According to the legislation of the Russian Federation teenagers between 16 and 18 years of age are administratively liable for such actions. The clients of minor prostitutes are brought to criminal liability. Parents, depending on the situation, are also brought to administrative or criminal liability.
There are no grounds to include Russia in the list of countries, were the so-called sex-tourism is  widely spread.
Recently the public and the media have repeatedly focused the attention of the law enforcement agencies on the cases of illegal actions of sexual nature that they believe have increased, including violent actions, in relation to minors committed by parents or other minors.
Sexual violent actions in relation to minors are often recorded by the criminals on mobile phones; the footage is shared in the Internet or used to blackmail the victim.
Adequate response was given to all these facts that had become known to the police. 
In this regard I would like to mention the efficiency of the Internet monitoring system in place in the Ministry of the Interior of Russia and in other law enforcement agencies, as well as positive results from the introduction of positions of child psychologists in the pre-school and secondary education institutions, from the establishment of a unified 24/7 nationwide hotline for children, as well as from the creation of a network of free rehabilitation centers for minors and of other crisis centers and asylums in the system for the social services for a family.
At the same time according to some sociologists, more than 80% of sexual encroachments on children remain unknown to the law enforcement agencies due to a low level of trust in the family where children do not inform their parents about crimes committed against them.
It is also worth mentioning that pedophiles look specifically for children among the most vulnerable social groups that are outside the reach of social or family control.
Not to start the discussion about the real scale of the event, I would like to point out that our specialists are of course aware of the problem of the latent nature of pedophilia and we are assessing the situation and making necessary decisions taking this into consideration.
We believe that the official statistics is in general reflecting the situation correctly in the sphere of the implementation by Russia of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol.
It is important that the citizens of Russia positively assess the results of the activity of the law enforcement agencies and do not consider the situation in the sphere of protection of rights and interests of minors, including in the context discussed today, as threatening public safety.
At the same time the Russian civil society is concerned by aggressive imposition of Western and pro-western mass media and mass culture and by actions of various non-commercial organizations and funds, of alien to the Russian culture and world outlook examples and symbols of morally uninhibited sexual behaviour, propaganda of new, allegedly progressive opinions towards the role and importance of the family and marriage, lower threshold of violence and cruelty condemnation, glorification of the cult of money and consumerism.
It is by these actions to a considerable extent that the change in stereotypes of behaviour of young people and adults is conditioned, when many forms of behaviour previously condemned by the society, i.e. prostitution, become ordinary and even desired, and the demonstration of one’s own or someone else’s naked body or violence in the internet are considered a success and a means of profit.
Such phenomena exist in Russia, of course, but they neither dominate nor are important for the public consciousness.
Moreover, this lifestyle is not supported and is condemned by the majority of our citizens.
The society demands to protect the younger generation of Russians from this influence and increase the liability for sexual crimes against minors.
As I have said before, the Russian law enforcement agencies with a view to a quick prevention and detection of criminal actions related to sexual encroachments on children and teenagers are constantly monitoring the blogosphere and social networks, are closely interacting with the mass media and with the public, including anti-pedophile community organizations.
In the last two years we registered more than 190000 publications in the mass media, 622 of them contained information about really committed crimes, all of them were reviewed, 172 cases were investigated, the rest of the facts from the media were not confirmed.
We are constantly increasing the efforts to raise efficiency of international cooperation in combating the sale of children, their sexual exploitation and distribution of child pornography.
We particularly emphasize the role in international organizations, first of all, the UN, in this work.
Of great importance for us is the work with the Council of Europe, OSCE, Interpol and other specialized international police organizations.
In this context I would like to point out at the efficiency of application of the data base with images of minors – victims of sexual violence, of the General Secretariat of Interpol (International Child Sexual Exploitation Database, ICSE). 
The questions discussed today have been repeatedly discussed by the Community of Independent State (CIS), Organization of the Treaty on Collective Security and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization, that the Russian Federation is part of.
The Ministries of the Interior (police agencies) of the CIS  Member States have signed a separate Agreement on Cooperation in the Sphere of Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, which fully takes into account the provisions of Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocol to it.
According to the results of the implementation of the Program of Cooperation of the CIS Member States in Combating Trafficking in Human Beings for 2014-2018, only in 2017 7 organized groups and criminal networks were dismantled, 148 crimes were detected, 143 persons were brought to criminal liability.
Within the framework of the international cooperation a priority is given to the signing of agreements in the spheres of legal assistance in criminal matters and extradition. After the signing of the Protocol the Russian Federation has signed respective agreements with Sri-Lanka, Laos, Panama and Abkhazia. 
Moreover, since the report was presented a number of bilateral interagency agreements on cooperation has been signed envisaging, inter alia, the cooperation in this sphere, with Burundi, India, Namibia, Cambodia, Mongolia, Myanmar, and Slovakia.
Of course due to the limited time for reporting I have no opportunity to speak about all the aspects of great work done by Russia to implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocol to it.
The members of our delegation  representing the ministries of the interior, of foreign affairs, of health, education and science, communication and mass media, Rozkomnadzor (Federal Service for Supervision of  Communications, Information Technology, and Mass Media), as well as of the Government Office and General Prosecutor’s Office and I are ready to give exhaustive answers to the questions of the members of the Committee. 
Thank you for your attention.


