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Opening of the CRPD Committee – delivered by Pat Clarke, EDF Vice President 
· Thank you chairperson, it is my honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the European Disability Forum. I am Pat Clarke, Vice President of EDF. We are a regional member of IDA. We are an umbrella organisation of persons with disabilities composed of persons with disabilities and their family, and defend the rights of over 100 million persons with disabilities in Europe. 
· I would like to first congratulate the new members of the Committee for their elections and wish them a good start of their mandate. We are looking forward to continuing to work with the Committee, as we have done so for many years. 
· We believe that the close involvement of organisations of persons with disabilities is essential for the monitoring and implementation of the CRPD. 
· In that sense, we very much welcome the work undertaken by the Committee on the development of a General Comment on Article 11. EDF submitted written input and we will participate in the Day of General Discussion tomorrow. 
· We also welcome the initiatives taken by the Committee to address the situation of persons with disabilities who were affected by the Russian war against Ukraine. 24th of February marked the 1 year since the start of the war which continues to affect millions, including persons with disabilities in Ukraine and those who have fled to other countries. Since March 2022, EDF has been working with 12 partners across Eastern Europe to respond to the humanitarian crisis caused by the war in Ukraine. We will continue to stand firm against Russian’s attacks, and for the rights of persons with disabilities. This also applies to reconstruction of Ukraine. EDF is campaigning for a ban to the construction and renovation of residential institutions in favour of a transition to community-based care facilitating the independent living of persons with disabilities.
· EDF also wishes to draw the attention of the Committee on other European issues. We explained those issues in an information note that was sent to the Committee in advance to this session. We encourage you to raise those issues during European countries reviews and to approach us if you have any questions. They range from the ratification of the Council of Europe’s Istanbul Convention on combating violence against women, to the implementation of EU law that benefits persons with disabilities in areas such as accessibility, transport, access to justice, or the use of EU funds.
· The reason why we ask you to raise these issues in your reviews to EU countries is because EU Member States sometimes interpret and implement EU rules in a way which does not live up to the spirit and obligations of the Convention.
· I thank you for your attention and wish you a fruitful session 
