1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Mechanism for periodic review of laws and policies
Periodic review of the laws and policies is undertaken by the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly and the Cabinet to find out if they are in line with the actual realities and contribute to the promotion and protection of human rights.
Such reviews are conducted not of the texts of the laws and policies in their written form but of the implementation thereof in practice either through routine or intensive inspections.
When shortcomings are identified in the course of the inspections, the case will be further looked into to find out whether the shortcomings are attributable to loopholes in the law or policy or to other factors, and if identified as the former, the relevant law or policy will be amended according to the prescribed procedures. 
Preparing of UPR reports or treaty reports is an important occasion to review domestic laws in the light of the relevant international conventions.
As the reports are compiled in line with the requirements of the conventions, domestic laws are accordingly reviewed and relevant measures taken. 

2) Measures taken to eliminate derogative expressions regarding persons with disabilities in the domestic laws like the Constitution and the Civil Law
With the adoption of the Law on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities in 2003 as a turning point, the term ‘disabled’ was replaced with ‘persons with disabilities’. In 2024 the associations of the deaf and blind were renamed the Korean Association of Persons with Hearing Impairment and the Korean Association of Visual Impairment respectively.
Such pejorative expressions regarding persons with disabilities like 'insane' or 'dumb' in the Constitution, the Criminal Law and the Criminal Procedure Law, etc  were replaced in 2024 with 'a person with mental disability' and 'a person with speaking impairment' , and  as of now there are no derogative terms in the above laws.

3) Mechanism for dissemination of CRPD 
The CRPD and other international human rights conventions are disseminated through various forms and channels.
International human rights conventions are contained in the curriculum of law faculties of leading universities to help them acquire knowledge of its requirements and contents. Starting in 2020 international human rights conventions were reflected as the stand-alone subject in the postgraduate course of universities of law to provide comprehensive and in-depth information of the universal declaration of human rights and related conventions so that future law workers may have a sufficient understanding of their requirements and contents, as well as international human rights standards.
Spreading knowledge of conventions through mass media proved very effective in increasing public awareness thereof. The national and international days of persons with disabilities and other commemoration events were important occasions for disseminating conventions in conjunction with the related domestic laws.
Conventions are also widely disseminated, through such publications as the compilation of CRPD and domestic disability-related laws, sector-specific compilations of laws and regulations like health, education and labour sector.
With the adoption of the domestic disability law conditions were created for more effective dissemination of the convention. In the past dissemination of the convention was conducted on many occasions but were not very successful, as some people tended to regard it as a work of experts or professionals concerned. Since we now spread information of the convention in conjunction with the domestic disability law public awareness of both the convention and domestic disability rights remarkably increased.

4) Measures taken to implement Marrakesh Treaty
Books in braille for persons with visual impairment are published by Kwangmyong (Bright Light) Publishing House under the direction of the Publication Guidance Bureau. The publishing house produces textbooks for students with visual impairment, different books for socio-political education, books on the economy and technology, literary selections, the DPRK Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, statute books or other books related with the promotion of rights and day-to-day activities of persons with disabilities.
The Publication Guidance Bureau and Kwangmyong publishing house have set up the systematic mechanism for printing and circulating of foreign works in braille in due consideration of the demand from persons with visual impairment. Upon receiving proposals from foreign publishing firms on printing of Korean books in braille, they will be committed to cooperation.



5) Measures taken to switch from medical approach to rights-based approach in the formulation and implementation of disability-related plans
 To switch from medical to rights-based approach the DPRK took such measures as reviewing and revising the domestic disability laws to be further in line with the Convention, making more proactive efforts for awareness-raising and increasing support and assistance to persons with disabilities to promote their independent living of persons with disabilities and their social inclusion.
The Law on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities was revised to be the Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Sep, 2023, with specific stipulations on their socio-economic and cultural rights, and obligations to be fulfilled by institutions, organizations and individuals to promote the realization of the stipulated rights. 
This is a clear sign of the determination of the DPRK to regard persons with disabilities not merely as recipients of benefits but equal rights-holders with others and to ensure their rights to the fullest extent possible. 
Previously, the whole work of the KFPD revolved around the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities.
Since the adoption of the Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, every undertaking regarding persons with disabilities, i.e. adoption and implementation of all relevant laws and policies is centred on protection and promotion of their socio-political and economic and cultural rights in accordance with stipulations of the Law.
For instance, the work of the committees for the protection of persons with disabilities is run through with the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities across all spheres of social life including their socio-political rights, education, employment, health and entertainment.
Their medical treatment is now regarded only as a part of compulsory care to be provided by the health service.
Significant changes have been brought about in the attitude of the general public towards persons with disabilities. This change is attributable to the strenuous efforts made by the relevant organs to raise public awareness of persons with disabilities.
Public sentiment regarding persons with disabilities has changed from sympathy to active support and recognition of their talents, potential and contributions to society, which, in turn, had a positive influence on changing the perspective of the public from medical-approach to rights-approach.
Assistance and support to persons with disabilities further increased to enable their independent living and participation in society.
Wide media coverage of the warm-hearted persons who rendered sincere support and assistance to persons with disabilities with their study, health and life greatly contributed to creating a friendly social atmosphere towards persons with disabilities.
For instance, on July 30, a week before we left Pyongyang to attend this meeting, Rodongsinmun, a leading newspaper in the DPRK carried an article about a devoted female school teacher in a local town who successfully taught three students with hearing and/or speaking impairments to speak and even to play volleyball and write calligraphy. This article met with a big response from the general public.
Measures were also taken to increase enthusiasm for support for persons with disabilities. 
For instance the Support Fund for Persons with Disabilities was created in December last year and the number of donators to this fund has reached tens of thousands as of May this year. The general public got more and more enthusiastic about supporting schools and organization of persons with disabilities and as a result, several boarding schools for children with disabilities have been refurbished and their education, rehabilitation and working conditions improved.

6) Enjoyment by women and girls with disabilities of their rights and their representative organizations
In the DPRK, all women including those with disabilities exercise equal rights with men and there is neither legal nor institutional barriers that restrict the rights of women with disabilities. Therefore, all women with disabilities have the right to vote and to be elected in elections to people’s assemblies at all levels including rural and remote areas.  They are also members of all political and public organizations such as the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea and the Socialist Women’s Union of Korea as well as to disability associations such as the Korean Association of Women with Disabilities and actively take part in the work for the promotion of the rights of all women including those with disabilities.
For instance, the Associations of Women with Disabilities organized under the umbrella of the KFPD in 4 provinces of South Hamgyong, Kangwon, North and South Phyongan provinces on a pilot basis in 2011, have been reorganized into a central level Association, the Korean Association of Women with Disabilities (KAWD) in Pyongyang with its branches throughout the country since 2019. Provincial branches of the KAWD encourage their members to visit every county and village to meet with women with disabilities to collect data on their needs and wishes and ensure that women with disabilities are actively involved in their developing of action plans and implementation.
7) Legal measures to guarantee the right to freedom of expression of all persons with disabilities including those with intellectual or mental disability
All citizens including persons with disabilities have the right to lodge complaints and petitions and to freedoms of speech and the press.
It is stipulated in article 14 of the Law on the Guaranteeing of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that persons with disabilities may express, either orally, in writing, in print or in the form of art, their views to contribute to promoting the development of the State and society and to improving the social status and role of persons with disabilities and in article 15 that persons with disabilities have the right to lodge complaints and petitions. Institutions that deal with complaints and petitions shall provide disability-friendly conditions for them. The Law on Complaints and Petitions provides in article 37 and 42 that institutions and organizations shall keep in strict confidence the secrets that came to their knowledge in the course of investigating complaints and shall not commit such acts as putting pressure on complainants or making reprisals against them nor ignoring their complaints or being negligent in dealing with them.
No one is allowed to intervene in the work of the complaints department and the results of the investigation of complaints are guaranteed by the law.
Anyone aggrieved at the results of investigation of complaints can lodge the complaints again and in this case a person in higher position than the former deals with the complaints.
Under these legal guarantee persons with disabilities lodge complaints without any restrictions in order to prevent their rights and interests from being infringed or to demand that infringed rights and interests be recovered. They also present petitions to improve the work of institutions, organizations and officials. 
Complaints and petitions are made either in person or through their representatives or guardians in unavoidable circumstances.
Persons with disabilities lodge complaints and petitions concerning their family or social life mainly with the central or provincial committees of the Korean Federation for Persons with Disabilities.
Persons with disabilities express their views and opinions through various on-line and off-line means such as newspapers, publications, TV, as well as intranet and internet homepage.
The DPRK increased the number and kinds of newspapers and other publications, launched new TV outlets in specific areas and improved accessibility to the Intranet to ensure that citizens can fully exercise their right to information and express their views on various problems concerning public and social life.
What is important in the promotion and protection of human rights is not only to be aware of one's rights and fully exercise them but also to respect the rights of others.
Therefore, speech, writings and publications that constitute violation of the rights and honour of others and national security and public order are intolerable. The terms of restrictions are clearly stipulated in the Criminal Law and other relevant laws.

8) Incorporation of universal design in the standards and guidelines of different sectors
The guidelines for architectural design, first developed and adopted on July 19, 2009 have been upgraded three times as of June 2025. They contain the technical need to make roads or public buildings barrier-free to the greatest extent possible for all persons with disabilities in the construction or renovation of roads and public buildings.
For example, the guidelines require that pavements, zebra crossings, bus stations, bridges and tunnels are designed to accommodate the needs of wheelchair users, those with sticks or assistive devices and persons with visual impairment for passage and use. Buildings are also to be designed to provide ramps for wheelchairs, disability exits, braille blocks, braille signboards, disability elevators, toilets, bathrooms, cabins and seats. 
The Ministry of Light Industry also has developed the guidelines on designing and manufacturing of daily goods to ensure full accessibility for persons with disabilities. The Ministry of IT Industry also develops and follows guidelines that incorporate the requirements of universal design into the designing of homepages, network terminals and mobile phones.

9) Time-bound plans for deinstitutionalization
In 2024 preparations have been completed in the DPRK for the opening of classes for children with disabilities in kindergartens on a pilot basis.
From 2025, kindergartens in each province, city and county are piloting classes for children with disabilities and from 2026, classes for children with disabilities will be organized in kindergartens across the country, which will gradually be replicated in primary and middles schools. In this way, education for children with disabilities will be switched to inclusive and integrated education nationwide.
Therefore this will gradually reduce the demand for the currently operating schools for children with hearing or visual impairment, finally the schools will be converted to ordinary schools.
Rehabilitation Centre for Children with disabilities provides weekly or daily rehabilitation and childcare services to pre-school children with intellectual disabilities according to their parents’ wishes, and it shares the same building of a kindergarten for children without disabilities. 
Children with disabilities in the rehabilitation play games and other daily activities with other children, including recreational activities, while receiving rehabilitation services separately. 
Therefore, rehabilitation centres for children with disabilities are not segregated institutions.

10) Whether persons with severe disabilities, those at home or hospital are included in the national sample survey
The 2025 national sample survey of persons with disabilities was conducted involving 2.1 million or 11% of the entire population under such indices as type, cause, degree of impairments, education, work and marital status.
In this survey household doctors and heads of neighbourhood units took the role of census takers, who have detailed information of all members of families under their charge, and left no one out.   
They visited every family in person and did survey according to the question and answer format.  
Therefore the very detailed information of the persons with disabilities including the persons with severe disabilities at home or hospitals had been taken in the survey. 

11) Recognition of Korean sign language as an official language of the DPRK and measures for dissemination
In 2014, Korean sign language has been recognized as an official language of the DPRK. Since the formation of Non-Permanent Deliberation Committee of Korean Sign Language in 2016, deliberation, definition and dissemination of newly coined words are being conducted as a national undertaking. With the 11 rounds of sign language deliberation committee meetings since 2016, 5,000 words have been coined and defined.
Korean sign language has been granted the position of official language in the exercise of legal capacity by persons with hearing impairment and when persons with speaking or hearing impairments file civil cases, or appear at the court as witnesses, sign language interpreters are involved to represent their opinions.
In the promotion of sign language utilization, Korean Association of Sign Language Interpreters plays an important role. Since its organization in May 2014, the Association has trained more than 30 interpreters every year to meet the demand for them in such fields as education, employment and press. The association also sponsored the publication of Korean Sign Language Dictionary and developed programs to be used on computer terminals and mobile phones.
Stipulated in Article 58 of the DPRK Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is the following: Media, press and other related organs shall conduct further study on braille and sign language to ensure their coordinated development, regularly publish books in braille and introduce subtitles and sign-language screens into various forms of videos to ensure full access by persons with disabilities to different forms of information.
According to the above, sign language captions or Korean subtitles are provided to science and education films, feature films and other diverse forms of videos to be enjoyed by persons with hearing impairment on Intranet terminals or mobile network. They are also aired on TV channels and Manbang network.
Sign language presentations and video broadcasting has become mandatory in Air Koryo before every take-off since 2024.

12) Measures taken to provide rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities
With the adoption in April, 1985 of the measure on strengthening medical rehabilitation, therapy departments were set up at hospitals at all levels from the central down to the county level, and therapy rooms at a number of clinics, while sanatorium and recuperation home were established to provide functional rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities.
Early this year, 2025 construction of standard hospitals have started in Kusong City, Kangdong and Ryonggang counties respectively in order to improve medical services in these areas. Building up on experiences accumulated in the course of construction, this kind of hospitals are to be replicated in 20 towns and counties every year, one in each region.
All expenses related to the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities are covered by the State. 
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