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Mister [Vice]Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-ninth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
This marks the first session for four new members, and I am delighted to welcome Timothy Ekesa, Mariana Ianachevici, Juliana Scerri Ferrante, and Zeinebou Taleb Moussa to the Committee. I am equally pleased to welcome back Cephas Lumina, who served as a member from 2017 to 2021. Each of you brings valuable and diverse experiences that will greatly enhance the Committee’s work. Additionally, I would like to congratulate the members who have been re-elected for another four-year term.

Mister [Vice]Chair,
Distinguished members,
Your work is more crucial than ever. Significant progress in children's rights, particularly in health and education, which seemed secure until recently, is now severely disrupted. Children worldwide are increasingly affected by a convergence of crises, including economic downturns, climate change, public health emergencies, and armed conflicts. The recent global funding crisis exacerbates their situation, with a daunting forecast ahead. UNICEF projects that by 2025, at least 14 million children will experience interruptions in vital nutrition support and services due to current and anticipated funding cuts, putting them at increased risk of severe malnutrition and death. The capacity to vaccinate over 15 million vulnerable children against measles in fragile and conflict-affected countries will be drastically reduced. Immunization services, disease surveillance, and outbreak responses in nearly 50 countries are already facing disruptions. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Increases in vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks threaten years of progress, warn WHO, UNICEF, Gavi
] 

Quoting the High Commissioner for Human Rights, " human rights are like air: we need them to live— but we only notice them when we’re suffocating." Today, countless children worldwide are suffocating as their rights are denied and overlooked. In my statement earlier this year, I highlighted the troubling outlook for children, emphasizing the urgent need for coordinated global efforts to safeguard their rights and ensure their well-being. Now, more than ever, it is crucial for governments to fulfill their commitments under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Mister [Vice]Chair,
Distinguished members,
The global funding crisis is also affecting your work directly. The CRC pre-sessional working group to be held after this session was cancelled as funding was not available.  Altogether, 15 sessions across ten treaty bodies are at stake, and it is highly likely that, for those treaty bodies with three sessions, including yours, we will not be able to secure the funding to hold their third session. The lack of predictability and the piecemeal approach with last-minute confirmation create huge uncertainty, lead to wasted time and effort, and higher costs.
 	The Office received only 73% of its approved regular budget in 2025, and 87% of it is approved regular budget in 2024. As a result, the UN Secretariat is implementing a hiring freeze until August 2025. This will impact on regular budget posts approved to support the treaty body system, which cannot be filled at the moment. The Secretariat was in a similar situation last year, and this led to increased backlogs in reviewing state party reports and backlogs in registering and analysing individual communications. 
UNOG conference services has also adopted cash conservation measures, which will impact on the conference support provided to the UN human rights treaty bodies, particularly in terms of documentation, meeting time, and interpretation, with an overall reduction of 10%. 
With further reduction of the allotment, treaty bodies' mandated activities will be even more affected in 2025 than in 2024. This will impact the treaty bodies’ ability to have dialogues with States parties and to make decisions on individual communications, resulting in further delays and backlogs, and the Office being obliged to significantly reduce treaty body capacity building activities, which provide support for States to report to, and interact with, treaty bodies. 
All this causes real damage to predictability, which is so important for States, CSOs and rights-holders to engage with treaty bodies.  Therefore, given the overall reduction in funds, and availability of support services, “business as usual” will no longer be possible and we need to plan on “doing less with less”.  
Mister [Vice]Chair,
Distinguished members,
On a more positive note, the annual meeting of Chairpersons of Human Rights Treaty Bodies will be held in Geneva from 2 to 6 June. The Chairs will dedicate the meeting to the liquidity crisis, which is affecting the very existence of treaty bodies if they can no longer fulfil their mandates, and to discuss what can be done to increase predictability within the current financial and human constraints, including reviewing the decisions and recommendations from their last meeting and their working methods. 
The Chairs will also focus on how to create synergies between human rights mechanisms, but also with regional mechanisms. They will consider the two standing items on the agenda, the implementation of the Addis Ababa guidelines on the independence of treaty body experts and the implementation of the San Jose guidelines against intimidation and reprisals for those cooperating with the treaty body system. They will also have meetings with member States, but also with senior leadership, UN agencies, NHRIS, and civil society to exchange on current challenges and the way forward. I hope that together we can chart an action plan on the way forward.
Mister [Vice]Chair,
Distinguished members,
The 2025 full-day meeting on the rights of the child at the Human Rights Council, where CRC member Philip Jaffé made a presentation and moderated one panel, took place on 13 March and focused on Early Childhood Development. OHCHR convened children’s direct participation as speakers at the event, and an informal dialogue on this topic between a group of young people with member States and with the High Commissioner. 
The first session of the Open Ended Inter-Governmental Working Group on an Optional Protocol to the Convention on education will be held from 1 to 5 September in Geneva. OHCHR is working closely with the sponsors of the resolution (Dominican Republic, Luxembourg and Sierra Leone) to establish the modalities for the process leading up to the first session of the Inter-Governmental Working Group and its programme of work. A call for submissions was issued in March for the attention of States, NHRIs, CSOs, and UN entities.  A call for submissions and a toolkit for consultations with children has also been issued.
Mister [Vice]Chair,
Distinguished members,
In ending the statement, I wish you all the best for a productive session, and I look forward to working with the new Chair and Bureau of the Committee, who will commence their term today for the next two years. 
Thank you for your attention.
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