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KAZAKHSTAN (initial report – CCPR/C/KAZ/1) 
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Child’s Rights Law (2002), the Marriage and Family Law (1998), the Criminal Code (1997) and the Law on Domestic Violence (2009) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment of children. According to statistics from UNICEF on violence in the family, 52% of children aged 2-14 experienced physical punishment and/or psychological aggression in 2005-2006.
 Following a nationwide survey in 2002, experts estimated that 60-80% of children are subject to violence by parents, adults and children, with the number increasing.

Corporal punishment is considered unlawful in schools under the Child’s Rights Law and the Education Law (1999), though we have been unable to establish whether prohibition is explicit. It is not explicitly prohibited in military schools.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is considered unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions, including special educational or medical-educational institutions, under the Code for the Execution of Criminal Penalties, but we have yet to verify that prohibition is explicit. Corporal punishment is unlawful in some alternative care settings, but there is no explicit prohibition of its use in foster care or kinship care.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has twice recommended that corporal punishment be explicitly prohibited in all settings in Kazakhstan, including the home – in its Concluding observations on the state party’s initial report in 2003 (CRC/C/15/Add.213, paras. 37 and 39) and on the second/third report in 2007 (CRC/C/KAZ/CO/3, paras. 36 and 37).
We hope the Human Rights Committee – bearing in mind the repeated recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child as well as the recommendations of the UN Study on Violence against Children that governments prohibit all corporal punishment as a matter of urgency – will recommend that the Government of Kazakhstan enact legislation to prohibit all corporal punishment of children in all settings, supporting this with relevant public education and professional training on positive, participatory and non-violent forms of discipline. 
� UNICEF (2009), Progress for Children: A report card on child protection, NY: UNICEF
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