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Thank you, Madame Chair. Over the last three days and in the lead up to this review, the Committee has received a huge amount of information from many parties. We value your role in distilling this information and identifying where there has been genuine progress in NZ, and where there has been little to none.  
Despite considerable activity, good will and effort by the government, discrimination, inequality, poverty and poor outcomes remain the reality for (far too) many disabled people.  Alongside, for tāngata whaikaha Māori, the enduring and compounding effects of colonisation and racism.
We look forward to the Committee’s recommendations about how the NZ government must act to:
· Uphold the Te Tiriti rights of tāngata whaikaha Māori and resource a voice mechanism.
· Dismantle legal frameworks that allow substitute decision making and forced treatments, and replace them with timely, mandated, well-resourced and disabled people-led supported decision making. 
· Improve access to justice through expanded free and accessible legal and personal advocacy. 
· Take every legislative opportunity to explicitly embed the Disability Convention in legislation. 
· Rapidly raise the living standards of disabled people, by prioritising them throughout welfare reform including by significantly raising thresholds to support disability-related costs.
· Support affordable and accessible housing options, including substantially increasing the target for universally designed new build public housing.
· Take an intentional and cohesive approach to creating an inclusive education system, with enforceable rights and reasonable accommodations. And not expanding segregated settings.
· Remove the diagnosis-based exclusion of disabled people from disability supports.
· Invest in a twin track approach to eliminating exploitation, violence, and abuse of disabled people.
Thank you, your work can make a material difference to the lives of disabled people.


