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Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen,
My name is Dawda A. Jallow, and I am the Attorney General & Minister of Justice of the Republic of The Gambia and Head of Delegation to this 28th Session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.

At the outset, I bring you warm greetings from His Excellency, President Adama Barrow, and the people of The Gambia. It is a profound honor to address this Committee on behalf of the Government of The Gambia as we engage in a constructive dialogue on our initial report under the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED).

This dialogue presents a significant opportunity for The Gambia to reflect on our progress, assess the challenges ahead, and reaffirm our commitment to ensuring the protection and promotion of human rights, in full alignment with our obligations under the Convention.

I am joined today by a dedicated team of professionals who represent key institutions at the forefront of our human rights and justice agenda. Accompanying me in this delegation are:

· H.E. Prof. Muhammadou M.O. Kah – Permanent Representative of The Gambia in Geneva
· Mr. Assan Tangara – Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Interior
· Mr. Ansumana Manneh – Director General, Gambia Prisons Services
· Major General Ousman Gomez – Deputy Chief of Defence Staff
· Mr. Saddy Gassama – Deputy Director, State Intelligence Agency
· Commissioner Abdoulie Sanneh – Head of Prosecution, Gambia Police Force
· Ms. Sainabou Jahateh – Senior State Counsel, Ministry of Justice
· Mr. Cherno Marenah – Deputy Head of Mission, Permanent Mission of The Gambia in Geneva
· Ms. Bafou Jeng – Counsellor for Human Rights Matters, Permanent Mission of The Gambia in Geneva

Their expertise underscores our comprehensive national  approach in addressing the issue of enforced disappearances in The Gambia and ensuring that justice and accountability remain at the core of our national efforts.






Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
The history of The Gambia has been shaped by a painful past, one in which enforced disappearances were systematically used as a tool of oppression. Under the former regime, political opponents, journalists, security personnel, and ordinary citizens were forcibly taken, detained in secret locations, subjected to torture, and, in many cases, executed extrajudicially. Their families were left in anguish, denied even the most basic right to know the fate of their loved ones. The climate of fear that permeated our country allowed these grave violations to occur with impunity, silencing victims and discouraging any form of dissent.

With the democratic transition in 2017, The Gambia made a firm commitment to break from the past and ensure that such atrocities never happen again. One of our first decisive steps was ratifying the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance in 2018, reaffirming our resolve to uphold fundamental human rights. More recently, at the First World Conference on Enforced Disappearances in January 2025, The Gambia reinforced this commitment by pledging to finalize the Enforced Disappearance Bill by 2026, ensuring the full domestication of the Convention into our legal framework.


Since ratifying the Convention, we have taken significant steps to prevent, investigate, and address enforced disappearances. Legislative reforms have been at the core of our efforts. The draft Enforced Disappearance Bill, now in its final stages, seeks to criminalize enforced disappearance as a distinct offense, ensure legal safeguards against secret detentions, and provide clear avenues for victims and their families to seek justice. This bill further reinforces state responsibility and aligns our national legal framework with international standards. Additionally, the Access to Information Act of 2021 guarantees families the right to obtain official records concerning missing persons, reinforcing transparency and accountability.

Mr Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee
Accountability remains a cornerstone of our transitional justice process. The Truth, Reconciliation, and Reparations Commission (TRRC), established in 2018, played a pivotal role in uncovering the full scale of past atrocities. The TRRC revealed that enforced disappearances were state-sanctioned and systematically carried out by security forces and the Junglers, a paramilitary death squad operating on direct orders from the former president. Testimonies exposed chilling details of how victims were abducted, tortured, and executed, with their remains discarded in mass graves or wells. The TRRC further documented the deliberate obstruction of justice, revealing that families who sought answers faced intimidation, harassment, and threats from state agents.

In response to the TRRC’s findings, the government has committed to implementing its key recommendations, which include prosecuting perpetrators, ensuring reparations for victims and families, strengthening institutional safeguards to prevent recurrence, and conducting forensic investigations to locate and identify the remains of the disappeared. 

To this end, the Victims Reparations Act was enacted in 2024, providing a structured framework for reparations and support to those affected by past human rights violations. The establishment of the Victims Reparations Fund reinforces our commitment to justice, redress, and reconciliation, ensuring that victims receive meaningful compensation and psychological support.

To strengthen our accountability mechanisms, The Gambia has also established a Special Tribunal dedicated to prosecuting individuals responsible for human rights violations, including enforced disappearances. This tribunal, approved by ECOWAS, will work in tandem with the Special Prosecutor’s Office, which became operational in April 2024. Together, these institutions  would play a crucial role in ensuring that justice is served, impunity is addressed, and victims’ rights remain at the center of our judicial processes.



Mr Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Preventing the recurrence of enforced disappearances remains a priority for the government of The Gambia. Since 2017, significant strides have been made in strengthening human rights protections, restoring the rule of law, and ensuring accountability, resulting in zero reported cases of enforced disappearances under the current administration. This marks a critical departure from the past, where enforced disappearances were routinely used as a tool of repression. The government has taken concrete steps to prevent recurrence, including institutional reforms, enhanced oversight of security forces, and the establishment of legal safeguards to ensure that every person’s right to life, liberty, and security is fully protected.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) plays a pivotal role in this regard, ensuring independent oversight of detention facilities, investigating complaints, and monitoring compliance with human rights obligations. Additionally, human rights training programs for law enforcement agencies have been intensified, reinforcing due process, transparency, and accountability in detention and arrest procedures. These efforts, coupled with our commitment to international cooperation, reaffirm The Gambia’s determination to prevent enforced disappearances from ever happening again.

Our pursuit of justice extends beyond national borders. The Gambia remains steadfast in holding perpetrators accountable wherever they may be. Through active international cooperation, we have seen concrete progress in prosecuting those responsible for past human rights violations.

In November 2023, Bai Lowe was convicted in Germany and sentenced to life imprisonment for crimes against humanity committed as a driver for the Junglers, a paramilitary death squad under the former regime. More recently, in May 2024, Ousman Sonko was prosecuted and sentenced to 20 years in prison in Switzerland for crimes against humanity committed during his tenure as Interior Minister. In addition, legal proceedings against Michael Sang Corea are ongoing in the United States, further reinforcing the commitment to ensuring that justice has no borders.

To further strengthen these efforts, The Gambia’s Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Act (2023) provides a structured framework for enhanced international cooperation in criminal investigations and prosecutions. This legislation enables The Gambia to collaborate effectively with foreign law enforcement agencies in obtaining evidence, securing witness testimonies, and facilitating extraditions to ensure that perpetrators of gross human rights violations are brought to justice, regardless of where they are.

These cases and legal reforms send a strong message that impunity will not be tolerated. The Gambia continues to strengthen mutual legal assistance and extradition agreements, ensuring that our country will never again serve as a safe haven for human rights violators. Through these collective efforts, we reaffirm our dedication to justice, accountability, and the global fight against enforced disappearances and other grave human rights violations.

Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Despite the significant progress made, we acknowledge that challenges remain. Finalizing the Enforced Disappearance Bill is among our top priorities, as its full domestication will provide a solid legal framework to prevent, investigate, and prosecute enforced disappearances. Ensuring its effective implementation requires enhancing judicial capacity, strengthening forensic investigations, and building specialized expertise in handling enforced disappearance cases.

We also recognize the need for sustainable resources to support victim reparations, witness protection, and long-term institutional reforms. Strengthening the operational capacity of the judiciary and law enforcement agencies is essential to ensuring that investigations into past crimes are thorough, independent, and capable of securing justice. Additionally, the ongoing pursuit of accountability for perpetrators outside The Gambia demands continued international cooperation, particularly in extradition processes, mutual legal assistance, and capacity-building partnerships.

Mr. Chairperson, enforced disappearance is one of the gravest human rights violations, stripping individuals of their dignity, identity, and existence, while leaving families in perpetual anguish, denied truth and justice. The Gambia remains steadfast in its commitment to truth, accountability, and redress for victims. Our dedication to the Convention is not merely a legal obligation, but a moral duty, rooted in the aspirations of our people for a future where justice prevails, impunity is eradicated, and human rights are fully protected for all.

To this end, we welcome the Committee’s recommendations and guidance, and  look forward to a meaningful and constructive dialogue that will further reinforce our commitment to ensuring justice, redress, and non-recurrence.

Thank you.
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