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12TH MARCH 2026
1. Chairperson of the Committee and distinguished members of the Committee, on behalf of the Government and the people of Malawi, and on behalf of the entire delegation, I wish to express our sincere gratitude for the constructive and thorough manner in which this dialogue has been conducted. The questions and observations shared by the Committee have been illuminating and we have taken careful note of them.

2. We look forward to receiving the Committee’s concluding observations. We acknowledge that this review has reinforced our understanding of the areas in which progress has been made and has brought into focus the gaps that require urgent and sustained attention. The concluding observations will serve as an invaluable guide in refining Malawi’s legislative, policy and administrative frameworks in relation to the prevention of and response to enforced disappearance, and we commit to giving them due consideration at the highest levels of Government.

3. Malawi acknowledges that the most significant task ahead is law reform to fully domesticate the Convention. We reaffirm our commitment to advancing this legislative work with the urgency it demands and will share the Committee’s recommendations with the relevant law reform authorities and the inter-ministerial machinery responsible for driving this process. The new administration’s dedication to good governance, accountability and the rule of law provides a strong political foundation for the fulfilment of Malawi’s obligations under the Convention.

4. We reiterate our appeal to the Committee and to our international and regional partners for continued technical and financial assistance. Specifically, Malawi would welcome support in the law reform process, in building the capacity of law enforcement, prosecutorial and judicial officers, and in strengthening data collection systems and resourcing the Malawi Human Rights Commission, the Independent Complaints Commission and the Legal Aid Bureau, among other institutions. We also extend our gratitude to the international partners, particularly the UNDP Malawi office for the financial assistance, the OHCHR, through their national Human Rights Adviser and the Commonwealth Secretariat for the technical assistance. Malawi does not walk this path alone.

5. Chairperson and distinguished members of the Committee, on behalf of my delegation, I thank you sincerely for this important review and for the warm hospitality of this distinguished city of Geneva. The Government of Malawi reaffirms its unwavering commitment to ensuring that no person within its jurisdiction is subjected to the grave crime of enforced disappearance. That is not merely a legal obligation — it is a moral imperative that we embrace without reservation.
I thank you.
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