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Oral intervention from the Norwegian National Human Rights Institution for the hearing of the 10th periodic report of Norway on 9 February 2023.
Madame Chair, distinguished members of the Committee.
We are thankful for this opportunity to address the committee.
In this intervention we will focus on three issues included in our report and comment on the question regarding climate change that we received from the Committee earlier in this session. Our report is written in consultation with the Norwegian Ombud for Older persons. 
The first topic is gender-based violence and abuse against women. Preventing and combating violence and abuse has been a high priority of the Government in Norway for many years, yet significant challenges remain. In 2022, the Office of the Auditor General published a report which showed that the police and other support services have not implemented sufficient measures to reduce the risk of serious intimate partner violence and lack sufficient knowledge and competence to adequately assist victims of honour violence, forced marriages and female genital mutilation. Many public bodies and services are uncertain of when and whether to report cases of suspected violence, and support services are not sufficiently coordinated. 
We support the ongoing process to ensure better protection of the individual’s sexual autonomy by amending the rape provision in the Penal Code. However, this is not a silver bullet, combatting sexual violence also requires effective criminal prosecution. In 2020, the Norwegian Prosecuting Authority published a report, finding that while the quality of rape investigations had improved, there are still significant challenges, including long case processing times
We encourage the Committee to recommend that strengthen its efforts to protect women against violence and sexual abuse, focusing on the challenges in the aforementioned reports. 
We also wish to emphasise the challenges faced by vulnerable groups of women who experience violence, particularly Sámi women, LBTI women, women with substance abuse problems, and older women.    
The challenges faced by these groups vary, but common themes include a lack of sufficient knowledge and research into violence and abuse against these groups, and shortcomings in the support services and specific measures available for them.  
We encourage the Committee to specifically address the challenges and needs of vulnerable groups of women who are victims of violence in its recommendations, and particularly ensure that municipalities can fulfil their obligations towards victims of violence, through coordinated supportservices and providing access to shelters. 
The second topic is women in prison. Although the Government has proposed and implemented certain measures, significant challenges remain. Women too often serve their sentences under poorer conditions than men, and rates of serious psychological illness and mental health challenges among female inmates is high. Due to a lack of sufficient health care services inside prisons, the mental health of inmates can deteriorate, leading to negative spirals, and self-harm, eventually resulting in control tactics such as isolation and restraint beds. Just two days ago, Bredtvedt Prison had to urgently move female inmates who were ill from the prison, because the prison ward was unequipped to ensure their health and safety. 
We encourage the Committee to recommend that the State Party should adopt a comprehensive plan to secure equal prison conditions for female prisoners, including securing their right to health, and review the Execution of Sentences Act and Regulations.  
Finally, we would like to comment on the question from the Committee regarding climate change. It is undisputed that climate change will have a disproportionate effect on women. Fast and efficient cuts in emissions are the only way to protect rights affected by climate change, today and for future generations. Combustion emissions fall within the human rights responsibility of the Norwegian authorities. The state report refers to climate targets, however, the Government is not on track to meet its targets for territorial emissions mentioned in the state report and does not plan to reduce its production of oil and gas, although IEA and IPCC have concluded that new fossil fuels are ‘incompatible’ with 1.5C goal laid down in the Paris Agreement. 
We encourage the Committee to strengthen its former recommendation that the State Party review its climate policy and secure implementation of these targets, specifically its policy on the extraction of oil and gas. 
We would also like to indicate our support for the suggested recommendations from the Equality and Anti-Discrimination Ombud on our common topics of concern, in particular the need for a review of the Anti-Discrimination Tribunal, and regarding online dissemination of harmful gender stereotypes. 
Thank you.
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Hovedtittel Calibri bold 14 pt



Brødtekst Calibri regular 11 pt over 15. Duis tempus velit nec fringilla tempor. Aliquam pellen-
tesque scelerisque ultrices. Duis a nibh convallis est venenatis ultricies sit amet nec est. Etiam 
tristique luctus ligula, at facilisis tortor consequat ut. Sed id ultrices augue. Integer eget erat ac 
erat varius porttitor nec quis neque. Pellentesque tincidunt egestas volutpat. Quisque sed justo 
ut odio feugiat euismod. Ut molestie ornare interdum. Phasellus ut felis nunc. Nunc ullamcor-
per ex ut risus pellentesque posuere. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Pellentesque habitant morbi tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. 
Quisque porta luctus orci, in condimentum turpis sodales sit amet. Vivamus tempus nibh orci.



Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad litora torquent per conubia nostra, per inceptos himenaeos. 
Vestibulum sit amet bibendum dui. Duis ultrices placerat magna, at tempus libero blandit 
vitae. Cras maximus neque in sapien vestibulum, eu semper nunc finibus. Mauris tellus mauris, 
suscipit sit amet posuere tempus, bibendum eget lorem. Mauris turpis eros, venenatis ac ex et, 
molestie congue nulla. In laoreet, massa in sollicitudin maximus, enim libero accumsan tortor, 
et iaculis ipsum dui vitae lacus. Mauris sodales, neque eget sodales fringilla, velit dolor semper 
augue, a lacinia ipsum arcu id odio.



Med vennlig hilsen
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