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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Colleagues and Friends,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the twenty-ninth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which will take place from today, 14 August until Friday, 8 September 2023.
75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
In 2023, we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 30th anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. Building on the Universal Declaration, the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action affirmed the universality, indivisibility, and interdependency of human rights. Member States committed to pay greater attention to human rights and gave birth to historical advances, including the rights of persons with disabilities. The Vienna Declaration recognizes that persons with disabilities should be guaranteed equal opportunity through the elimination of all socially established barriers, be they physical, financial, social or psychological, which exclude or restrict their full participation in society.
The High Commissioner for Human Rights launched a year-long initiative to celebrate the 75th anniversary, which includes a campaign for the ratification of human rights treaties. I commend the Committee for its active support to the campaign. I learned that the Committee has engaged both in Geneva and in New York with States signatories to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and offered them technical support in their processes towards the ratification of the Convention. I also commend the Committee for its initiative to organize a side event in the margins of the 16th Conference of States parties to the Convention, held in New York last June, to promote the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Since the end of your last session, Solomon Islands ratified the Convention, bringing the total number of ratifications to 187. Kazakhstan ratified the Optional Protocol, bringing the total number of ratifications to that instrument to 105. 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights also highlighted the rights of persons with disabilities in monthly spotlight themes of the Human Rights 75 Initiative. In addition to the February spotlight on the transformation of care and support systems, in the June spotlight theme on women’s participation in public and political life, the equal participation of women with disabilities in public and political life was featured.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Allow me to brief you on important events and developments related to disability rights at the international level since the Committee’s previous session.

The 16th session of the Conference of States Parties (COSP) to the Convention took place in New York from 13 to 15 June 2023, under the theme “Harmonizing national policies and strategies with the CRPD: achievements and challenges”. The Conference focused on three areas. First, “ensuring equal access to and accessibility of sexual and reproductive health services for persons with disabilities”; second, “digital accessibility for persons with disabilities”, and third, “reaching under-represented groups of persons with disabilities”. I commend the Committee for its involvement in the Conference, including its close interaction with the Bureau of the Conference in discussing how(?) to deepen the cooperation of the two bodies established by the Convention. 

	On 24 March 2023, the last day of your previous session, the Human Rights Council adopted Res. A/HRC/52/12 on mental health and human rights. The resolution takes note of your Committee’s guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in emergencies. It emphasizes that States should ensure that persons with psychosocial disabilities, in particular, current or potential users of mental health services, have access to a range of support services, including peer support, and that such services are based on respect for human rights in order to live independently, be included in the community, exercise their autonomy and agency, participate meaningfully in and decide upon all matters affecting them and have their dignity respected, on an equal basis with others. The resolution urges States to take active steps to fully integrate a human rights into mental health and community services. It also urges States to promote a paradigm shift in mental health, in the fields of clinical practice, policy, research, medical education and investment, through the promotion of community-, evidence- and human rights-based and people-centred services and support. The resolution also states that such services and support are to respect, protect and fulfil the human rights, autonomy, will and preferences of persons with psychosocial disabilities and current or potential users of mental health services.

On 26 June 2023, the General Assembly adopted without a vote Res. A/RES/77/300 on mental health and psychosocial support. This resolution acknowledges that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities created the momentum for the deinstitutionalization and the identification of human rights-based models of care and support. It recognizes also that women and girls who are users of mental health services can face an increased vulnerability to all forms of violence, including gender-based violence, abuse, discrimination and negative stereotyping. It encourages Member States to work with national emergency committees and mental health providers to include mental health and psychosocial support needs in emergency preparedness and response plans. It also encourages States to enable access to age- and gender-sensitive, and disability inclusive, safe and supportive services that address psychological trauma, caused by disasters and armed conflicts. The resolution also echoed the Human Rights Council resolution urging Member States to promote a paradigm shift in mental health, through the promotion of community- and evidence-based and people centred services including by providing a range of voluntary supported decision-making mechanisms, such as safeguards against abuse, coercion and undue influence within support arrangements..

During its 53th regular session, the Human Rights Council adopted a series of resolutions relevant to the rights of persons with disabilities. Resolution A/HRC/53/11 extended for three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the elimination of discrimination against persons affected by leprosy (Hansen’s disease) and their family members. Resolution A/HRC/53/17 extended the mandate of Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities for a further period of three years. Resolution A/HRC/53/9 called upon all States to adopt a country-driven, comprehensive, integrated, gender-responsive, age-inclusive and disability-inclusive approach to climate change adaptation and mitigation policies.
 
In its resolution A/HRC/53/5, on preventing and responding to all forms of violence against women and girls in criminal justice detention, the Council stresses the need to address multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and to prevent and eliminate the stereotypes based on disability, gender, age, race and xenophobia, ableism, stigma, negative social norms, attitudes and behaviours that cause or perpetuate gender-based discrimination and violence against women and girls.

The High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) took place in New York from 10 to 19 July 2023, under the theme “Accelerating the recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at all levels”. At least 35 of the 39 Voluntary National Review reports submitted to the HLPF, including that of the European Union, and that of two States signatories to the UNCRPD (Liechtenstein and Tajikistan) make references to persons with disabilities in areas such as national policies, social security protection systems, mental health, access to work and employment and digital accessibility, amongst other topics. 

During its 43rd session, held in May 2023, the Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review Working Group reviewed 14 countries, including some of the countries you will consider during the current session. 190 out of 3,649 recommendations referred to persons with disabilities, which represents a 5% of the total number of recommendations. In the case of two countries signatories to the Convention this percentage increased to 12% with many recommendations calling for the ratification of the Convention. 

During the 52nd session of the Human Rights Council the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights organized an annual interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities. This year, the debate focused on support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, including as a means of building forward better after the COVID-19 pandemic. The panel discussion addressed the importance of establishing human rights-based care and support systems that aim at achieving community inclusion in accordance with the obligations outlined in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The debate fostered a better understanding of the importance of human rights-based care and support systems. It  exposed the limitations of traditional care models in recognizing and supporting the autonomy, independence, and dignity of persons with disabilities and analysed the transition to care and support systems that are gender-responsive, disability-inclusive and age-sensitive. It also emphasized the need to strengthen a cross-sectoral institutional framework for care and support in line with the Convention's obligations. Additionally, the discussion shed light on the historical demands of persons with disabilities for various support that recognize their dignity and ensure their autonomy and independence.

In June, considering the upcoming SDG Summit and the Summit of the Future and in the framework of the 16th Conference of State Parties to the CRPD the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights organized a side event focusing on accelerating inclusive sustainable development. The side event leveraged lessons learnt from the pandemic to build forward. It raised awareness on the need to renew the commitment among participants to prioritize inclusive sustainable development for persons with disabilities by advocating for policies and support systems that promote the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities, and working among other, towards more disability-inclusive social protection, human support, assistive technologies, transportation, and housing.

In July, the General Assembly recognized the importance of care and support by proclaiming 29 October as the International Day of Care and Support in its Resolution A/RES/77/317. The Resolution recognizes that support is an integral part of being able to live independently and being included in the community. It recognized the importance of increasing the resilience of persons with disabilities by strengthening legal and social protection; adopting employment measures, providing better care and support services, and promoting long-term care and support at home and in the community, with a view to ensuring empowerment, autonomy, and independence. It also explicitly highlights the need to create robust, resilient and gender-responsive, disability-inclusive and age-sensitive care and support systems with full respect for human rights.


The Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights continues to work on the topic of inclusive care and support systems and is currently drafting the report on good practices on support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, including as a means of building forward better after the COVID-19 pandemic, which will be presented at the 55th session of the Human Rights Council. The report seeks to illustrate a framework for community inclusion with good practices.

Since April 2023, the Office has also been contributing to the development of a UN system-wide policy guidance on “care”. The Office has been advocating for the establishment of human rights-based, gender-responsive, disability-inclusive and age-sensitive care and support systems, and the UN system to address both the rights of persons providing and receiving care and support, including persons with disabilities both as caregivers and receivers of support.

[bookmark: _Hlk127181551]Madam Chair, 
Distinguished members,
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights continues to actively support efforts to strengthen the treaty body system. It prepared a comprehensive Working Paper with options for the implementation of the conclusions adopted by the treaty body Chairpersons last year (A/77/228, paras. 55-56). The document is intended to be a guide for the creation of an efficient, fit-for-purpose, cost-effective, coherent, and sustainable treaty body system.
We are confident that the conclusions adopted at the 35th annual meeting of Chairpersons, held from 29 May to 2 June 2023 in New York, have the potential to significantly improve your work and that of the treaty body system as a whole. 
The Chairs agreed, among other things, to establish a coordination mechanism for the harmonization of working methods and substantive coordination on common intersectional issues. The Chairs also considered the options proposed for the rolling out of the 8-year predictable review calendar and concluded that they are in line with the conclusions drawn at their 34th annual meeting in 2022. The Chairs further confirmed that any of the options for the introduction of an 8-year predictable schedule of reviews and the further digitization of their work can and will be implemented by all human rights treaty bodies, if, and only if, the necessary human, technical and financial resources can be provided by Member States.
While decisions on these issues remain in the hands of Member States, the Secretary-General, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights have expressed their firm commitment to continue to support the treaty body strengthening process, including as regards the budgetary implications of the reform of the UN human rights treaty bodies. 

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
At this session, you will hold dialogues with eight States parties. You will also review individual communications under the Optional Protocol and follow-up on earlier views.
Likewise, the Committee will continue its work towards the elaboration of a General Comment on persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies that will clarify State party obligations pursuant to article 11 of the Convention.
On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to express appreciation for the Committee members, the State parties to the Convention, and all stakeholders who have actively prepared their work in advance of the 29th session. Well aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next four weeks, I will conclude here by extending my very best wishes for a successful and productive session.
Thank you for your attention.
***
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