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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 98th session
Opening of the session, 13 January 2025

UNICEF statement

Madam Chair, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

Many thanks for this opportunity to address you today on UNICEF’s behalf and to share updates of some of UNICEF’s recent work of most relevance to the Committee. It is a pleasure to see you all again in this room, and we wish each and every one of you all the best for the new year.

As we gather here united by our respective mandates and collective commitment under the CRC, we note with great concern that the past years have been characterized by blatant disregard for States’ obligations under international human rights and humanitarian law; dereliction of duty; redlines being crossed over and over; and principles once taken for granted – such as the rule of law and the rules of war – being trampled upon time and again.

By almost every measure, 2024 was one of the worst years on record for children living in conflict zones, both in terms of the number of children affected and the level of impact on their lives. With the world experiencing the highest number of conflicts since World War II, more than one in six children globally (over 473 million children) now live in areas affected by conflict. 

At the last session of the HRC, and at the GA, we continued to witness – and to try and counter – a normative pushback against child rights and against gender equality seeking to deny children’s status as rights holders independently from their parents or guardians. Sadly, given the current geopolitical landscape, these trends are expected to persist in the new year. 

In this global context, the role of the Committee in holding States to account is more essential than ever, and as always, we will stand by your side in support of this role. You and we, together and in partnership with civil society, have a great responsibility to counter these assaults on child rights and to defend the rights of every child everywhere consistently, systematically and substantively. 

To support this responsibility, UNICEF’s management, including all heads of offices and divisions, will gather in February to take stock of progress made in ‘strengthening UNICEF’s child rights leadership’ in the past two years and to plan the next steps. We are grateful that the Chair of the Committee has accepted our invitation to take part in the discussions, and to the High Commissioner who will provide a keynote address.

The upcoming biennial meeting between the Committee, OHCHR and UNICEF’s management in May is also particularly timely, and we look forward to using this opportunity to strengthen our partnership even further and to agree on a new joint plan to address the challenges just mentioned. 

In this respect, we are pleased to report that we have completed the implementation of our joint Committee/OHCHR/UNICEF workplan for the 2022-2024 period. The most recent activities include the following: 
· The Chair of the Committee and UNICEF’s Executive Director issued a joint statement on Human Rights Day, with a call to reinforce the primacy of children’s rights.  
· We continued to pro-actively promote the Committee’s statement on article 5 asserting children’s independent status as full rights holders at the Human Rights Council and General Assembly.
· We revised our internal guidance for CRC reporting to reflect the agreements made at the last biennial meeting, including adding guidance on access to justice/right to remedy on the one hand; and children and armed conflict on the other hand. 
· 11 of the 18 UNICEF offices that engaged with the Committee in 2024 also supported children to have their voices heard in the process. This year, we will develop a dedicated toolkit to guide our offices in supporting child participation in the CRC reporting process, including in terms of ethics and safeguarding.
UNICEF is also actively supporting the Committee in developing its new General Comment on access to justice and the right to effective remedy. Last year as you know, we hired an expert consultant to support the Committee in the drafting process and UNICEF offices in all regions have organized consultations with both children and adults. 28 consultation meetings took place with children in LACR and EAPR, as well as 24 consultation meetings with adults in LACR, EAPR, ESAR and SA, using guidance developed to this effect. 

In 2025, we will be supporting the development of a child-friendly version of the draft GC for further consultations, and also organize consultation meetings with grassroot justice defenders from various regions to ensure that their views are reflected in the GC, in consideration of the fact that, for most children around the world, it is these advocates present in their own communities that will be at the frontline of providing advice and support as children seek to obtain an effective remedy for violations of their rights.

In the course of the year, we will also continue to work on the new UNICEF child rights course for all staff that is currently under development and will initiate the preparation of new guidance on supporting children in the exercise of their civil and political rights. We look forward to involving the Committee, as well as civil society and UN partners, in this work at key moments as relevant. 

I will end by expressing UNICEF’s deep and sincere appreciation for the outstanding cooperation that has been granted to us by the five outgoing members of the Committee – Ann Skelton, Mikiko Otani, Velina Todorova, Zara Ratou and Luis Pedernera – and wish them all the best as they continue to work for the promotion of children’s rights. This is for sure only ‘au revoir’. 

We wish you all a productive session and look forward to interacting closely in the coming weeks. 

Thank you. 
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