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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I am very pleased to welcome you, on behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to the seventeenth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 


I am particularly honoured to be able to extend my warm congratulations to the newly elected members of the Committee: Mr. Ahmad Alsaif, Mr. Imed Eddine Chaker, Mr. Jun Ishikawa, Mr. Samuel Njuguna Kabue, Mr. Robert George Martin, and Mr. Valery Nikitich Rukhledev who shall shortly make their solemn declaration in relation to the important functions they shall hold as independent members of this Committee.  
While I very much respect the presence of the new Members who shall all undoubtedly carry out their functions admirably, it would be severely remiss of me not to underline how saddened and disappointed the High Commissioner and I am that Member States have left this Committee with only one woman Member.  This is inexcusable and needs to be remedied in the next elections.  I sincerely hope that the Committee shall continue to ensure that a gender based approach is taken in its work and that the voice of girls and women resonates within its deliberations.
Distinguished members,

Since the last session of the Committee held in August and September 2016, Belarus, the Central African Republic, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Iceland, Micronesia and Samoa have ratified the Convention, increasing the number of States parties to 172.  We are hopefully on the road to universal ratification.
Concerning the overall issue of the rights of persons with disabilities, permit me to share for the benefit of the new members and the public some important developments relating to the work of this Committee, which have taken place in recent months.  In 2016, the Committee adopted General Comment N° 3 on Article 6: women and girls with disabilities. This General Comment provides guidance to States parties on how to ensure the development, advancement and empowerment of women and girls with disabilities and to secure their full participation in all areas of life on an equal basis with others.   The Committee also adopted General Comment N° 4 on Article 24: right to inclusive education that provides guidance to States parties on how to provide for an inclusive and quality education system at all levels and in all areas.   It stresses that “ensuring the right to inclusive education (…) focuses on the full and effective participation, accessibility, attendance and achievement of all students, especially those who, for different reasons, are excluded or at risk of being marginalized.”  At present, the Committee is working on another particularly relevant General Comment, N° 5 on Article 19: Living independently and being included in the community, which is one of the most essential pillars of the Convention.
I would like to use this opportunity to call for the widest possible dissemination of the General Comments and an inclusive and participatory approach to their development.  These General Comments are used not only by States but by other stakeholders as well, including Disability Persons’ Organisations, civil society actors, national human rights institutions and the judiciary in interpreting the Convention at the domestic level. In this regard, please let me also re-emphasize the importance of the immense support provided by civil society and national human rights institutions in disseminating the work of the Committee.  A recent positive example relates to the preparation of a sign language version of the General Comment on the right to inclusive education for which we are very grateful. 
Distinguished members,
I would also like to praise the Committee for the activities conducted in the context of the 10th anniversary of the Convention, one of the most swiftly ratified human rights instruments. April 2016 marked the start of a year-long effort to promote CRPD, including a Day of General Discussion on the rights of persons with disabilities to live independently and being included in the community, several regional activities as well as a music performance in Palais Wilson by Evelyn Glennie in September 2016. 
At the UN level, several other initiatives took place, including a High-Level Panel convened by the General Assembly in December 2016 to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the Convention.   The musician Stevie Wonder, a UN Messenger of Peace, addressed the General Assembly calling for achieving “what is right and just for all”.
UN Member States recently adopted a number of key resolutions relating to the rights of persons with disabilities.  Last year the General Assembly’s resolutions related to “Inclusive development for persons with disabilities”; “Disaster risk reduction”; and “Information and communications technologies for development” all directly address the situation of persons with disabilities.  The Assembly also adopted resolutions on the “Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III) and strengthening of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)”; and the “Protection of persons in the event of disasters”; which are of particular relevance for persons with disabilities. 
The Human Rights Council adopted resolutions relevant to the rights of persons with disabilities including on the “The human rights of older persons”; and on “National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights.” It also held a one-day intersessional seminar on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities.
The Human Rights Council’s during its 34th session, presently underway, held the Annual Interactive Panel on Persons with Disabilities which focussed on Article 5 of the Convention regarding Equality and non-discrimination.
I am pleased to inform you of a joint project of the European Union and OHCHR to develop guidelines on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals from a Human Rights Perspective guided by the Convention. It is a participatory process to last approximately four-years having commenced on 31 October 2016.  The initiative will also consider the country level in five States.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


In August 2016, the Secretary-General submitted his first biennial report on the status of the treaty body system.  The report highlighted the measures taken to address some of the most pressing challenges as noted in General Assembly resolution 68/268.  While this is welcome, the report notes that further progress could be made in harmonizing treaty body working methods. As a result, the Assembly in December 2016, by consensus, adopted resolution 71/185, which encourages all stakeholders to continue their efforts to ensure the full implementation of resolution 68/268. 

Later this year, the General Assembly will discuss and decide on resources in relation to amended meeting times in 2018-2019 which results from changes in the system’s workload. With this, the General Assembly will confirm a quasi-automatic mechanism for adjusting the funding of the treaty body system, based on the objective criteria of incoming reports and communications. 

Such a mechanism, which allows for adaptations of the meeting time every biennium, is a novelty in the UN system and carries the advantage that ad-hoc resolutions are no longer needed. As you may recall, the mathematical formula in resolution 68/268 has a built-in margin of meeting time to allow treaty bodies to deal with their backlog of State reports.  For your Committee there in principle would be additional meeting time.
Concerning the visibility of the work of the Committee, I am very happy to inform you that the pilot project, funded by contributions from the European Union, to provide webcasting and video-archiving of treaty body meetings, has been extended until 2018 at the least.  In addition, with the support of our colleagues in Conference Services, we have been able to secure sign-language interpretation covering two languages.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The 10th session of the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD to be held 13 to 15 June this year, presided by Bulgaria, shall focus on “The Second Decade of the CRPD: Inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in the implementation of the Convention.”  The Conference shall also cover the following sub-themes: “Addressing the impact of multiple discrimination on persons with disabilities and promoting their participation and multi-stakeholder partnerships for achieving the SDGs in line with the CRPD”; “Inclusion and full participation of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action”; and “Promoting inclusive urban development and implementation of the New Urban Agenda – Habitat III”.
  On the issue of accessibility within the UN system for persons with disabilities which requires more attention, and more resources provided by Member States, I and my colleagues will be holding further discussions in the coming weeks.   
For this year’s meeting of Treaty Body Chairs to take place from 26 – 30 June 2017 the following issues are programmed for discussion: Development of a common treaty body approach to engaging national human rights institutions which follows a workshop between treaty bodies and national human rights institutions held in Geneva on 9 and 10 March; Treaty bodies and the Sustainable Development Goals which you have advanced on quite considerably; Strategies for the visibility of the treaty body system – a matter of great concern to us and as a whole the need to better communicate your work; Remedies; and Inquiries which is an area requiring more and more of your attention with insufficient resources.
Madam Chair ad interim,
Distinguished members,


The 2030 Agenda requires States to implement SDGs in a manner that is consistent with their obligations under international law, including human rights law. As you have pointed out in your concluding observations and list of issues since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda, the Sustainable Development Goals significantly link with your Convention. They also specifically include disability and persons with disabilities as cross cutting issues under five goals in seven targets.
 I strongly encourage the Committee to continue referencing to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals and to promote an implementation of human rights that is inclusive of everyone – and does not permit decisions made for you without you - and leaves no one behind. 

You have a busy session ahead of you involving the review of eight States parties; the start of the second round of reporting and the simplified reporting procedure; further work in the elaboration of the draft General Comment N° 5 on article 19: Living independently and being included in the community; and engaging on communications and inquiry procedures.  This is, however, vital work and I thank you for your commitment to the cause of human rights and to those in particular of persons with disabilities.
I wish you a most successful session.
Thank you. 









