4

Thank you, Mme Chairperson,
Please allow me, before welcoming the honourable delegation of the State Party Hungary, to reiterate the urge, expressed by the UN General Assembly, the UN Human Rights council, and all human rights experts of the UN, to Russian Federation for an immediate cessation of hostilities in Ukraine, of its aggression on the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine. The military attacks by Russia have caused immense suffering and irreparable harm through fundamental human rights and humanitarian law violations, as well as disastrous impacts on millions of women, girls, boys and men in Ukraine, including persons with disabilities. 
May I remind that the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including in armed conflict, humanitarian emergencies and migration is in accordance with the obligations of the State Parties under international law, including under the UN Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities.
Thank you all for allowing me the space to acknowledge this unfolding tragedy in this forum. It seems appropriate to do so, as we come to discuss the human rights of persons with disabilities in Hungary - a neighbour of Ukraine and indeed, to my own country of Lithuania. 
Dear Mr. Attila FÜLÖP, State Secretary, Ministry of Human Capacities of Hungary, 
Your excellency Ms Margit SZŰCS, Ambassador and Permanent Representative Permanent Mission of Hungary.
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to warmly welcome you and the entire high-level delegation of Hungary, in this room, in Palais Nations, as well as online, to the constructive dialog with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations.
I would like also to warmly welcome organisations of persons with disability and all persons with disabilities of Hungary who join us by watching our constructive dialogue through online streaming.
I would like also to pay tribute to Mr. György Könczei, Mr Gábor Gombos and Mr László Lovászy, the most competent former members of the CRPD Committee from Hungary for their valuable contributions to the work of the Committee.
It is my privilege and pleasure to be a country co-rapporteur of the Committee, together with Sir Robert Martin, for the consolidated 2nd and 3rd report of Hungary. May I also remind that I had a privilege to visit the State Party as part of an inquiry team under Optional protocol of the Convention in 2019. 
May I begin my opening remarks by thanking the Government of Hungary for its comprehensive reply to the list of issues of the Committee.
My thanks also go to the organisations of persons with disability of Hungary for their alternative reports. 
In ratifying the CRPD Convention in 2007, Hungary has expressed its will and commitment to domesticate the human rights standards into its national policies, legislation and practice.
I would like to commend the State Party of Hungary for the recognition of Sigh Language at the Constitutional level, as well as for its National Disability Programme 2015–2025.
However, the Committee observes considerable barriers that seriously impede exercising rights persons with disabilities to live in the society on an equal basis with others in the State Party of Hungary.
I could mention here – on the ad hoc bases - the huge lack of accessibility for persons with disabilities to build environments, transportation, information and communication, as well as to community-based services, including for families of children with disabilities. 
I would like also to express our concern about the lack of provisions for inclusive education, when actual regulatory framework continues promoting segregation of children with disabilities in education.
Generally, I observe the medical model of disability in all areas of life when it comes to persons with disabilities, which means, the emphasis on incapacities of a person, instead of emphasis elimination of barriers in the environment, prevails.
At the normative level, there is still the lack of recognition of persons with disabilities as subjects of rights. They still can be subjected to substitute decision making regime, involuntary treatment, to deprivation of the right to vote on the grounds of their impairment; there is still the lack of regulation and investments into independent living opportunities for them. The dialog ahead of us is a good opportunity to inform the Committee about the measures taken to align the disability-related legislation, regulations and policies with the standards, provided in the CRPD Convention.
I also call the delegation to use the dialog for informing the committee about the measures that have been taken in the State Party as the response to the Committee’s inquiry in 2019 for ensuring independent living provisions for persons with disabilities under the process of deinstitutionalization.
I would like also to draw your attention to the information, that Committee have received, about the lack of involvement of organisations of persons with disabilities in the decision-making in the matters that concern them, as well as on the lack of independence and transparency of the designated monitoring body. Yet more, the Committee is very much concerned about the information on the reprisals of civil society organisations for their advocacy work in the State Party. 
Just before I finish, I would like to draw the attention of the distinguished delegation of Hungary, member of Council of Europe, to the letters of the Committee of 2018 and 2021, in which the Committee has expressed its concern regarding Additional Protocol to the Oviedo Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine, about its incompatibility with the CRPD Convention through legitimizing forced and arbitrary deprivation of liberty of a person on the grounds of psychosocial impairment of a person. The Committee draws the attention of the delegation that article 4 of the Convention imposes an obligation on States parties to refrain from engaging in any act or practice that is inconsistent with the Convention and I call the State Party to oppose the adoption of aforesaid protocol.
I do believe, the distinguished delegation with provide the Committee with comprehensive and positive responses to our questions and concerns.
Thank you, Madame Chair
And I look forward to our constructive dialogue. 







