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Shadow report on children's rights in Ethiopia
Committee on the Rights of the Child
Introduction
Elizka Relief Foundation is raising the alarm about the increasingly deteriorating conditions of children in Ethiopia in a way that is inconsistent with Ethiopia’s international obligations, especially regarding children’s rights, whether political and civil rights or economic, social and cultural rights. The reader and those concerned with the Convention on the Rights of the Child can monitor and document many violations, abuses and practices. Non-human rights issues regarding Ethiopian children can also be found in the weakness and fragility of successive Ethiopian national governments in fulfilling the rights of children or providing protection for them, especially from displacement, trafficking, exploitation, labor, forced early marriage, malnutrition, genital mutilation and conflict. In addition to the Foundation ringing alarm bells, it presents its report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the sidelines of the 99th session as a shadow report, highlighting children’s rights in Ethiopia and monitoring their violations, which include violations of not registering births, not protecting refugee children, not protecting children on the move, and not protecting child victims of trafficking and labor. Early marriage, genital mutilation, violations and failure to activate the rights to education, food and development, in addition to a set of recommendations.
First: Violations of not registering births
Ethiopia is facing challenges and difficulties that have clearly caused it to lose the ability to register its births effectively and completely. Its ability to register only 3% of children under the age of five, and there is a large number of “invisible” children, who are children who are not recognized by Ethiopian law because their births are not registered. In fact, only 7% of Ethiopian children have official papers. Perhaps these challenges would negatively impact children’s right to identity, nationality, name, lineage, and age, and even place them in fragile contexts, where they are denied access to all social and economic services, including health, education, and solidarity, and rob them of their right to protection and to exercise any of their political and civil rights[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  EU, Helping children in the aftermath of the northern Ethiopia conflict, Access date February 2024, https://shorter.me/4A2g5 ] 

Second: Violations of non-protection of refugee children
As of the end of May 2023, Ethiopia hosts nearly one million refugees and asylum seekers, more than 60% of whom are of school age, ranging in age from 3 to 18 years, but an estimated 42.6% have access to educational services at the pre-primary, primary and secondary levels, 50.8% and 14%, respectively, according to statistics for the academic year 2022. It appears that there are many challenges and obstacles to the enjoyment of education by refugee children and asylum seekers in Ethiopia, represented by limited secondary education opportunities, and limited funding opportunities to meet the educational needs of refugee children[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  The Conversation, Learners in a school for about 5,000 children in Nguenyyiel Refugee Camp in Ethiopia’s Gambela region in 2019. https://shorter.me/r-7Nw ] 

Third: Violations of non-protection of mobile children
Ethiopia's security and climate contexts demonstrate low national capacities for resilience towards Ethiopian children affected by conflict and climate; These changes led to an increase in the humanitarian needs of Ethiopian children. On the first level, displaced Ethiopian children are still affected by the conflict and are trying to rebuild their lives and dream of returning to their homes. The conflict had its negative repercussions on children and pushed 2.3 million children in northern Ethiopia out of school after 85% of the schools were completely or partially destroyed and closed so far, adding that number to their counterparts who are at risk of dropping out, estimated at about 3.6 million children, and the conflict was not only In Ethiopia, on the second level, drought waves in their sixth season have caused 16.5 million Ethiopian children to suffer and need humanitarian support regarding the repercussions and dangers of drought[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  RW, Children displaced by war in Ethiopia want to return home this Christmas, 4 December 2023, https://shorter.me/hdeAm ] 

Fourth: Violations of lack of protection from child labor
The main factors contributing to child labor in Ethiopia include household poverty, underemployment, agricultural land fragmentation, and HIV/AIDS; Ethiopia's figures and statistics monitor the increasing rates of child labor in it, estimating them at about 15 million children, and their age statistics indicate that 48% of children in the age group 5:9 work, 72% of children in the age group 10:14 work, and 75% of children in the age group 15:17 years’ work. The gender difference regarding child labor in Ethiopia is only 3%[footnoteRef:4]. They work in agriculture, domestic service, and the traditional textile industry. Many children involved in this industry suffer from work-related illnesses and injuries as a result of working long hours and bending while weaving on traditional looms. They receive lower wages than adults, do not belong to unions, and do not demand workers' rights[footnoteRef:5]. Children in Ethiopia spend, on average, 41.4 hours per week in working conditions, and Ethiopia ranks fourth after Bangladesh, Chad and the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the list of the 10 worst countries in child labor[footnoteRef:6]. [4:  ILO, Causes and Consequences of Child Labour in Ethiopia, Access date February 2024, https://shorter.me/Ni1af ]  [5:  OHCHR, Ethiopia: Critical moment to strengthen fight against trafficking in the Tigray, Afar, and Amhara, 3 October 2023. https://shorter.me/1PTnJ ]  [6:  Borgen Project, 10 FACTS ABOUT CHILD LABOR IN ETHIOPIA, Access date February 2024, https://borgenproject.org/facts-about-child-labor-in-ethiopia/ ] 

Fifth: Violations of lack of protection from child trafficking;
Child trafficking violations are increasing in Ethiopia due to the prevalence of child labor, sale and sexual exploitation, and child poverty; It has one of the highest rates of slave trade in the world. Every year, thousands of children, some as young as 10 years old, are sold by their parents; Poor Ethiopian families sell their children for a small sum of about US$1.50, resulting in many Ethiopian children every year being forced into domestic service or, more often, into the sex trade or forced labor in fields, mines or textile factories[footnoteRef:7]. It is estimated that more than 600,000 homeless children and youth are at high risk of exploitation and abuse and are victims of human trafficking[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  Humanism, Realizing Children’s Rights in Ethiopia, Access February 27, 2024, https://shorter.me/tl0wJ ]  [8:  GOAL’s ChildSPACE programme;, 18,000 street children in Ethiopia supported by GOAL’s ChildSPACE programme over the last 10 years, but continued delivery of programme under significant financial pressure, February 2024, https://shorter.me/g6MfV ] 

Sixth: Violations of lack of protection from sexual exploitation
However, what the Ethiopian government announces and indicates regarding its efforts and policies to prevent exploitation and sexual abuse of children, these violations are increasing sharply and are fueled by the deteriorating security complexities and the increasing and raging ethnic and civil conflicts similar to what was depicted in the war in the Tigray, Afar and Oromia regions. Where opportunities for exploitation and human trafficking, with children at their heart, are increasing due to the lack of access to justice and economic opportunities. The limits of this matter did not stop at the field reality, but rather extended to the virtual reality. Ethiopia Facts and Statistics monitors about 300,000 children aged 12 to 17 years who have been victims of violence, sexual exploitation and abuse via the Internet, equivalent to 10% of children who use the Internet in one year. This is due to the weakness, fragility and lack of clarity in the mechanisms for reporting child sexual abuse and exploitation[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  ECPAT, Launch of the Disrupting Harm Report for Ethiopia on Technology and the Sexual Exploitation of Children, ACCESS DATE 28 January 2023, https://bit.ly/3ReBVVt ] 

Seventh: Violations of lack of protection from forced marriage
Despite expectations that the prevalence of child marriage will decline to 20% by 2030 and to less than 10% by 2050, child marriage violations remain visible and persistent in Ethiopia. It hosts one of the highest rates of child marriage in the world, and is home to more than 15 million child brides, 6 million of whom are under the age of 15. 40% of young women marry before they reach the age of 18, and 14% marry before the age of 15, compared to 5% of boys. They marry before the age of 18, and as a result, child marriage robs Ethiopia of US$1.5 billion in additional earnings and productivity that could be generated if it were eliminated.
But the drivers of child marriage, including legal loopholes, cultural and traditional stereotypes, and economic and social challenges, are still increasing. Legal gaps in Ethiopia lead to an increase in child marriage rates. These gaps are evident in Article 648 of the Penal Code criminalizing child and forced marriage, and the Family Law of 2000 sets the age of 18 as the minimum age for legal marriage. However, Ethiopian laws allow exemptions and exceptions for individuals to marry at the age of 16. yearly based on a request submitted by themselves or their parents/guardians[footnoteRef:10]. Rather, severe drought waves force fathers in Ethiopia to marry their daughters in order to secure dowries that help feed the rest of his family members. Statistics for 2022 and 2023 revealed an increase in child marriage rates by 119% in the regions most affected by drought, namely Oromia, Somalia, and the Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples region[footnoteRef:11]. [10:  UNICEF, Child marriage Child marriage threatens the lives, well-being and futures of girls around the world, Access date February 2024, https://shorter.me/CMRUJ ]  [11:  Borgen project, WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT CHILD MARRIAGE IN ETHIOPIA, access date February 2024, https://borgenproject.org/child-marriage-in-ethiopia/ ] 

Eighth: Violations of lack of protection from genital mutilation;
Like other child challenges and violations, violations of traditional practices related to female genital mutilation remain on the rise in Ethiopia. Women and girls in Ethiopia are three times more likely to be subjected to child marriage than women and girls with secondary or tertiary education, resulting in more than 65% of women undergoing child marriage. Ethiopian girls and women between the ages of 15 and 49 years have undergone circumcision under the pretext of controlling female sexuality and it can be considered a prelude to marriage. They are told that they will not be able to find a husband, and some parents fear that they will be subjected to social punishment by society.
Ninth: Violations of the right to education;
Ethiopia's challenges and its political, economic, and security variables are classified as a nightmare that threatens and kills the right of Ethiopian children to education. As a result of these challenges, Ethiopia has embraced one of the worst educational crises in the world, and has become one of the most educationally deprived countries in the world due to scarcity, conflict, and crises. Perhaps the first of these challenges is due to the failure of Ethiopian law to indicate compulsory education, along with the insufficient infrastructure; classes, schools, and high dropout rates[footnoteRef:12]. It can even be noted that although net enrollment in schools reaches 88.7 percent in the academic year, they do not advance to the next stages, as only 33.1 percent reach secondary school. 90% of 10-year-old children do not know how to read or understand a simple sentence of text, and an estimated 3.5 million additional children are at risk of dropping out of school as a result of conflict and climate partially or severely damaging more than 8,700 schools in Ethiopia, and the gap between the numbers of students and teachers is widening by 1:39 in the primary stages[footnoteRef:13]. [12:  Canadian Feed, Chronically drought-prone, Ethiopia’s agricultural productivity is compromised by the impacts of climate change and poverty, February 2024, https://canadianfeedthechildren.ca/where/ethiopia/ ]  [13:  Relief Web, Increasing Number of Children Pushed Out of Education in Ethiopia Due to Severe Drought, Conflict and Forced Displacement, December 2023, https://shorter.me/zylk_ ] 

Tenth: Violations of the right to food;
The contexts of Ethiopia have had a negative impact on the rights of children in Ethiopia, especially the right to food. These contexts have led to Ethiopian children, like other Ethiopians, facing one of the highest rates of hunger in the world. In Ethiopia, according to June 2024 statistics, there are about 20.1 million Ethiopians in need of food aid, including 7.4 million children and women. Children are particularly affected, as 40% suffer - Or 5.9 million children - under the age of five suffer from chronic malnutrition. About 1.2 million children suffer from acute malnutrition[footnoteRef:14]. [14:  Action Against Hunger, Action Against Hunger conducts more malnutrition screenings in Ethiopia than ever before, 21 November 2023, https://shorter.me/und-E ] 

Eleventh: Violations of the right to development
Ethiopian children, like other Ethiopians, do not enjoy reasonable levels of the right to development; Ethiopia's capabilities are still modest and unable to guarantee the rights of current children, estimated at about 55 million children, or future children, estimated at about 58 million children below, equivalent to 6% of Africa's children by 2050. This is evident in what emerges the challenge of poverty that affects more than 36 children. One million Ethiopian children, leaving more than 88% of poor children lacking basic services, especially in rural areas. Where less than 20% of children from poor families finish primary school, and only 25% of them receive basic vaccinations[footnoteRef:15]. Social protection facts are so weak that 12.5 million children need humanitarian support[footnoteRef:16]. 90% of its children suffer from poverty and multidimensional deprivation[footnoteRef:17]. [15:  children Incorporated, HELP SAVE CHILDREN IN ETHIOPIA, 27 February 2024, https://shorter.me/tlU9t ]  [16:  Relief web, Humanitarian Action for Children 2024 – Ethiopia, 12 December 2024, https://shorter.me/ve9oz ]  [17:  UNICEF, Children in Ethiopia, Access date February 2024, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/children-ethiopia ] 

Recommendations
Elizka Relief Foundation raises the alarm about the decline in the Ethiopian government’s commitments towards children’s rights, and at the same time calls for a number of proposals and recommendations to enable the government to fulfill its commitments towards children’s rights, which are the following:
1. The Ethiopian government must launch humanitarian response policies for children in Ethiopia who are victims of displacement resulting from climate and armed conflict, and raise the level of its cooperation with relief organizations to ensure that their humanitarian needs are met, especially for food, health care, and psychological support.
2. The Ethiopian government must improve the justice system for children by conducting prompt investigations, providing legal aid services, and providing them with access to remedies and compensation for prevalent child rights violations, which include violations of trafficking, exploitation, labor, and sexual and physical violence.
3. The Ethiopian government needs to revise and update policies and legislation on the protection of children from violence in a way that addresses the legal gaps that allow exceptions for individuals to marry at the age of 16 based on a request submitted by themselves or their parents or guardians and make them consistent with Ethiopia’s obligations contained in the Convention on Rights Child.
4. The Ethiopian government needs to pay attention to invisible children that ensures that they are recognized and their rights are recognized on an equal basis with other children listed in birth records, in line with their right to registration and proof of identity.
5. The Ethiopian government needs to develop plans concerned with reducing dropout rates outside schools by reconstructing destroyed schools, rehabilitating their infrastructure, whether classrooms and teachers, and providing them with water and sanitation services.
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