CAT/OP/DEU/3
CAT/OP/DEU/1/Add.1

	
	United Nations
	CAT/OP/DEU/3

	[image: image1.wmf]
	Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment
	Distr.: General
29 October 2014
Original: English


Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment



First Response of the Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment to replies of Germany to the recommendations and requests for information made by the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture in its report on its visit to Germany (CAT/OP/DEU/1/Add.1)*, **,

I.
Introduction
1. On 29 July 2013, the SPT transmitted its report (CAT/OP/DEU/1) to the German authorities, on its NPM advisory visit to the Republic of Germany, which took place from 8 to 12 April 2013. 
2. The SPT received a reply (CAT/OP/DEU/1/Add.1) from the Government of Germany on 30 January 2014. 
3. On 13 December 2013 and 13 February 2014 respectively, the Government of Germany authorized the publication of the SPT visit report as well as the publication of the reply of the German authorities.
4. The SPT welcomed Germany’s decision to authorize these publications, taking this to be a strong indication of Germany’s willingness to cooperate with the SPT to prevent torture and other ill-treatment. In addition, the SPT invited and recommended that the German authorities approve the publication also of this response, as provided for under Article 16 (2) of the OPCAT.  
5. The Government of Germany approved publication of this response by a letter of 27 October 2014.
6. On 20 June 2014, the SPT presented the following response to the Federal Government reply to the SPT visit report, dated 30 January 2014. 


II.
Response
7. In consideration of the Federal Government reply, the SPT considers a significant number of issues and recommendations made by the SPT in its report, whilst mentioned, not being addressed directly. The SPT emphasizes that all of the recommendations made in the visit report are and remain relevant, and contribute towards achieving a comprehensive approach to preventing torture and ill-treatment. 
8. In particular, the SPT wishes to stress the importance that, with the shortest possible delay, Germany should have in place a fully operational NPM that has an OPCAT compliant mandate and is adequately resourced. 
9. In order to facilitate a constructive dialogue between Germany and the SPT, the SPT would appreciate receiving the views and suggestions of the Government concerning possible forms of more direct engagement between the SPT and the German authorities to discuss progress and the implementation of the recommendations.
10. The SPT looks forward to continuing a constructive dialogue with the German authorities. The SPT kindly requests the German authorities to provide a reply by 22 August 2014 giving a full account of the actions taken to implement the recommendations contained in the report.
	*	The present document is being issued without formal editing.


	**	On 27 October 2014, the State party announced its decision to make public the response by the Subcommittee to the replies by the State party to the visit report of the Subcommittee. The present document is being issued in accordance with article 16, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol.
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