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Mr. Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a special honour for me to welcome you to this session during this pivotal period marking the 60th anniversary of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights—a landmark treaty that has shaped the global understanding and enjoyment of freedom, dignity, and justice. This esteemed Committee is the body entrusted with monitoring States Parties’ compliance with their treaty obligations. In so doing, the Committee works tirelessly to ensure that the promises of the Covenant are made real for people everywhere.
The anniversary reminds us that the Covenant is a living commitment to accountability and human dignity. Yet human violations are intensifying: civilians are openly targeted in conflict, entire communities are forcibly displaced, migrants are deported with little or no due process, sometimes in disregard of the principle of non-refoulement, journalists and human rights defenders face growing repression, surveillance is expanding, including through new technologies, the human rights implications of which are often not understood, let alone addressed, and discrimination in all forms is again becoming normalized in many contexts.
At the same time, multilateralism itself is under attack. The fragmented geopolitical landscape, chronic underfunding, and the selective respect for international obligations, are all eroding the very system meant to uphold universal human rights.
In this context, the work of this Committee is indispensable. Through its constructive engagement with States Parties, authoritative jurisprudence, and its interaction with national human rights institutions and civil society, the Committee provides a vital anchor for the rule of law. Its General Comments clarify the scope of rights for a changing world, and many are looking forward to seeing its work on a new General Comment bear fruit. Its Views offer redress to individuals whose rights have been violated.  Its independence ensures that the Covenant is interpreted consistently, impartially, and in line with its object and purpose.
Precisely for this reason, the Covenant — and the independent mechanism that sustains it — matter more than ever. In a period of mounting violations  scrutiny, increasing accountability and the pursuit of justice is crucial to safeguarding human dignity.
Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished members,
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is committed to building global partnerships to advance human rights, including those guaranteed in the Covenant. The High Commissioner is launching the Global Alliance for Human Rights, a wide-ranging, long-term initiative aimed at putting human rights at the heart of political leadership, public debate and daily life. The Global Alliance will bring together governments, civil society, youth, artists, scientists, businesses, philanthropies, and the entire United Nations system to defend human rights, inspire collective action, and strengthen the global human rights ecosystem. 
Distinguished members,
Your work has never been more essential, yet the treaty bodies continue to face unprecedented constraints. In 2025, more than 30 percent of meeting time was lost due to the liquidity crisis, which, together with reduction in staff support, caused a serious drop in the work that could be undertaken. We are also facing a continuing decrease in the submission of State Party reports, which has resulted in reductions of the budgeted resources for treaty bodies under the resource formula established under GA resolution 68/268. 
The functioning of the treaty body system as a whole is at stake.  
This year, we expect the resource situation to remain extremely challenging, as we have to deal with additional cuts to both post and non-post resources.  As of today, we still have no confirmation of the Committee’s second session this year, and some treaty bodies have yet to receive confirmation for their first sessions. 
Continuing reductions in meeting time will translate into less work that can be undertaken and, most regrettably, less impact for the people we serve, the right-holders.
We also recognise the difficulties this creates for members, States Parties, civil society, national human rights institutions, and all partners who rely on the Committee’s work. We will share updates as soon as they become available and appreciate your understanding in the meantime.
The High Commissioner has warned that, if the trend of dwindling resources continues, the treaty body system risks reaching a breaking point. In addition to highlighting the need to close the serious resource gaps, he has called on Members States, Treaty Bodies, CSOs and others concerned to pursue innovative solutions to strengthen the treaty body system, including in the context of the UN80 process, in order to make the system more sustainable and impactful.
Meanwhile, the Office is doing its utmost to support this Committee and other treaty bodies, not least by highlighting, at every opportunity, the direct negative impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. 

Mr. Chair, 
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Allow me to conclude by expressing deep appreciation for your dedication and commitment. Despite all the serious constraints it faces, the Committee has again been able to convene and during its limited meeting time it will hold constructive dialogues with five States Parties, namely Andorra, Canada, Slovakia, Chad and the Republic of Moldova. The Committee will also consider 46 individual communications, as well as reports on follow up to concluding recommendations and Views. It will also proceed with the first reading of a draft General Comment on freedom of association. Your commitment remains indispensable, especially in these times of uncertainty.

I wish you a successful session and thank you for your attention.
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