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Introductory Oral Statement for the CRC Country Pre-session on the Report submitted by “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center on the Implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict  

Honorable members of the Committee, Distinguished Colleagues, 
I will briefly relay the key findings and observations of “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center on the Implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict. 
Regarding the recruitment of Cypriot national for the purposes of the serving as conscripts of the National Guard, in the Republic of Cyprus the practice of minors serving in the military forces of the Republic (National Guard) is very common and it is regulated by law, namely the National Guard Law of 2011 (L. 19(I)/2011). According to 18(1) of the National Guard Law of 2011 (L. 19(I)/2011), on the 1 of January of the year they become 18, all male citizens are obliged to serve their military service in the National Guard. That means that it is quite possible that the person called to serve is under 18 the day they join the military service. Although the conscripts can delay their conscription for 6 months until they can graduate from High school according to 24 (1) (a) of the National Guard Law of 2011, the fact that minors are forced to serve their military service does not change. It is however important to take in consideration that Cypriot society in general approves of the way the conscription is managed. Since 1974, 37% of the ground of the ROC is occupied by the Turkish army. There are approximately 40.000 Turkish soldiers in the Northern occupied area of Cyprus. Under these circumstances it is widely considered important that Cypriot nationals serve their military service at a young age, since the National Guard, due to the small population of Cyprus, relies mainly on reservists which are persons that have already served their military service and can be called in the case of armed conflict. 
It is argued moreover that if the conscription begins the year a citizen turns 18, makes unrealistic the motion that someone has to actually be 18 to join the army as this delay will cause to many people the loss of 1 academic year. For this reason, it is preferred by the greatest majority that individuals enlist before they turn 18. However only persons that are 17 and do 


not turn 18, the year of the enlistment are considered volunteers, in which case the approval of their guardian is needed in order to enlist. The approval of guardian has to be extended to those who are minors but are not considered volunteers.
On matters of law the following apply: 
The Republic of Cyprus upon ratification of the Optional Protocol made a ‘declaration’ which shall be rather considered a ‘reservation’ in terms of the Vienna Convention. Article 2 of OPAC prohibits the compulsory recruitment 
of minors under any circumstances while Cyprus made a statement as “the obligation to military service, in times of peace, begins the 1st January of the year the citizen becomes 18 years old”. In addition to the fact that it might raise concerns whether this reservation is compatible with the object and purpose of the OPAC, the prevailing principle of the best interest of the child also provides justification to call upon the government to withdraw the “declaration”
By way of the Rome Statute for the Establishment of the International Criminal Court (Ratifying) Law of 2002 (L. 8(III)/2002)3 the Republic of Cyprus introduced in the Cypriot legal system. The aforementioned law incorporates in its full the Rome Statute. Additionally, and by way of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Ratifying) (Amending) Law of 2010 (L. 9 (III)/2010)4 the Optional Protocol was incorporated in the Cypriot legal system.
Both the texts of the Rome Statute and the Optional protocol were incorporated in the legal system in full and as such are to be implemented verbatim no other provisions were introduced in the national criminal law. Thus, in theory at least, the existing legal system is fully equipped to undertake action and adjudicate on any case involving the recruitment or use of children in hostilities. The existing legal framework provides for extraterritorial jurisdiction in cases involving recruitment of children, which however has not been exercised on any instance as evidenced by the lack of national case law on the matter. 
 In relation to the asylum and migration dimension, the following issues were identified: 
For children falling under general migration law have limited to no access to whatever services could be available them. As they are considered their parents dependents their legal status is that of their parents, which falls under some of the existing categories of employment. This in effect means that they do not have access to many of the services offered by the Republic.
For children falling under the asylum framework, the national refugee law lays down a framework of operation that allows for the identification and rehabilitation of children involved in hostilities.  There is a distinction in the services available pre and post recognition of an child applicant though. 


An element of the recognition process that has been identified as problematic is that of examination of torture claims. Empirically we have identified that that medical personnel involved are not qualified to perform the examinations while at the same time lengthy delays in the examination of applicants take place, and adding to the deterioration of the mental health of the applicants. 
“Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center, in cooperation with the Social Welfare Services of the Republic run two shelters for unaccompanied minors, most of whom have in some way been affected by hostilities, including forced recruitment. The shelter staff are specialized, each in their respective field, in 
providing assistance to minors. The framework of operation of the shelters is designed in such manner as to offer legal support and guidance, counselling, rehabilitation and integration services. 
In closing, “Hope For Children” CRC Policy Center has made the following recommendations in relation to the matter at hand: 
· Cyprus should withdraw the reservation made upon ratification concerning the compulsory recruitment of minors and amend the national law in order to exclude any case when a minor not attained the age of 18 is conscripted compulsorily.
· Cyprus should introduce the term of ‘the involvement of children in armed conflict’ in a wide meaning into the refugee law and practice.
· Cyprus should provide the child victims in their territory with and without refugee status with appropriate assistance for their physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration.
· Cyprus shall officially organize programmes for social reintegration and social rehabilitation of children involved in armed conflicts with appropriate funding.
· Cyprus shall take all the necessary steps to run the identification procedures smoothly and rapidly and ensure that the personnel responsible for such identification are trained in children’s rights, child protection and interviewing skills.
· Cyprus shall proceed with the good cooperation with non-governmental organizations in the related fields.
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