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Madame Chair, 
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to declare open the 77th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. I am very pleased be able to welcome you all here today.
In particular, I wish to welcome the five new members of the Committee, Mr. Lazari Bouzid; Ms Peijie Chen (will arrive later); Ms Charafat El Yedri Afailal; Mr. Guiseppe Palmisano and Ms Laura Elisa Pérez. We wish you the best as you assume your functions with the Committee. 
Most thankfully, and despite the liquidity situation currently facing the United Nations, we are encouraged by the fact that the first sessions of all the treaty bodies this year have or are going to take place, thereby allowing the important work undertaken by Committees such as this one to proceed. Still, I must assure you that the Office and the United Nations more broadly has and will continue to do its utmost to ensure that your work can proceed to the maximum extent possible. 

Distinguished Members, ladies and gentlemen,

At the upcoming 58th session of the Human Rights Council, a number of key panel discussions and interactive dialogues will be held of great relevance to economic, social and cultural rights. Participants at the Panel discussion on the realization of human rights in sustaining and increasing the gains made in the HIV response and leaving no one behind will discuss methods toward sustaining and expanding progress while ensuring inclusivity, and the Panel discussion on the realization of the rights to work and to social security in the informal economy will focus on international cooperation. The session will be further enriched by Interactive Dialogues with the Human Rights Council’s Special Rapporteurs on Cultural Rights (A/HRC/58/60), on Human Rights Defenders (A/HRC/58/53), on Adequate Housing (A/HRC/58/50) and on Food (A/HRC/58/48), amongst others, some whom you will be meeting at this Session. 
The Council will also consider several reports related to this Committee’s mandate, including the Secretary-General's report on the realization of economic, social and cultural rights (A/HRC/58/37) and the report of the Intersessional workshop on cultural rights and the protection of cultural heritage (A/HRC/58/35). We have no doubt that the work of the Committee will guide some of the aforementioned discussions. 
Madame Chair, 
It may also be of interest to recall some events of 2024,  significant efforts have been made to enhance Indigenous Peoples' participation in human rights processes. A second intersessional meeting held in October 2024 explored ways to strengthen Indigenous Peoples involvement in UN processes. This facilitated dialogue among States, UN agencies, Indigenous Peoples’ representatives and other stakeholders, towards promoting sustainable mechanisms through which the voice of Indigenous Peoples can be heard. 
Indigenous Peoples’ representatives addressed the 57th session of the Council in September 2024 for the first time as direct representatives of their communities and organizations during interactive dialogues with the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) (A/HRC/57/64) and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (A/HRC/57/47). This milestone was achieved without requiring NGO accreditation, following the adoption of Resolution 54/12 in October 2023 (A/HRC/RES/54/12), and thus aiding in the adoption of Resolution 57/15 in October 2024 (A/HRC/RES/57/15). We hope that this will facilitate engagement of Indigenous Peoples with the Treaty Bodies, including this Committee, going forward. This is especially timely given this year’s celebration of the 60th anniversary of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.

Madame Chair, 
Distinguished Members, 
Two new instruments of accession were deposited at the end of the year. St Kitts & Nevis became the 173rd State Party to the Covenant, and Côte d’Ivoire became the 30th State party to the Optional Protocol. 
As we welcome the continued march toward universal ratification of the Covenant and the Optional Protocol, even if incremental, we are mindful of current events and modern challenges which are regrettably affecting the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, as well as all other human rights across the globe. The High Commissioner, in his recent statement at the launch of the UN Human Rights Annual Appeal 2025, noted the widespread pushback on Multilateralism and how the challenges faced in 2024 are unlikely to let up in 2025, as conflicts continue and reemerge. In his words, “We cannot afford for countries to retreat from multilateral solutions, precisely when they are needed most”. 
At the local level, in a recent message on improving the protection of human rights defenders, he called upon States to set up “robust and adequately resourced national protection systems”, as a means to re-prioritize the prevention and mitigation of repression. 
Most prominently, the High Commissioner has been consistently urging States to commit to the global pursuit of a human rights economy. In a poignant comment to the Social Forum in October 2024, he stressed that “we need to build inclusive human rights economies that prioritize people and planet”. . Addressing the Hernan Santa Cruz Dialogue in December last year, the High Commissioner highlighted the substantial transformation necessary in economic systems to ensure the delivery of economic, social and cultural rights to all peoples around the world: “Our world cannot be based on a model that offers health for some, wealth for some, jobs for some, rights for some”, he said. 
Over the coming year, The High-Level Political Forum 2025, under the auspices of ECOSOC, will be conducting in-depth reviews of many Sustainable Development Goals, including those pertaining to good health and wellbeing, gender equality, and full, productive and decent work, amongst others. We hope that the materials that States collect for the Voluntary National Reviews can be of use also for the periodic reports under the Covenant – many of which are long overdue.

Madam Chair, 
Last year has been particularly challenging. In addition to chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has, and continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications point to a continuation of the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future.  

The treaty body strengthening process remains active. It has reached a key moment, with the adoption in December of last year of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly. The Resolution invites the Treaty Bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. However, the biennial resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals made by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the one for an eight-year predictable schedule of reviews.

On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with the Office and the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with Member States and other stakeholders. The meeting explored the latest developments on the treaty body system and also sought to identify possible ways forward to improve harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. The Chairs and focal points on working methods, also had the opportunity to interact with the coordination committee of special procedures mandate holders, who was also meeting in Geneva during the same time. The exchange was very rich in sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence and actual or potential conflict of interest of experts, and on ensuring an “all mechanisms” approach to the many challenges the human rights mechanisms are facing.  

The coordination unit will be reaching out to the Chairs and Committee focal points to ensure that coordination on working methods continues to take place, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chairs meeting in June.

OHCHR will continue to work alongside the Chairs and all the treaty body experts to strengthen the system, using all the opportunities at our disposal to advance this essential work.
Madam Chair,
A heavy programme for the next three weeks is before the Committee. The consideration of five State parties under the Covenant is scheduled at this session, namely: Croatia, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. You will also consider the follow up reports of Serbia and Uzbekistan, and adopt lists of issues for Cabo Verde, North Macedonia and Turkmenistan. The Committee will examine individual communications submitted under the Optional Protocol. You will also have before you draft general comments and statements, particularly the draft General Comment on the Environmental Dimensions of Sustainable Development, amongst others, and considerable other work related to internal working methods. 
We commend your efforts and work in preparation for such a substantial session and wish you continued success going forward. This concludes the official opening remarks of the Representative of the Secretary-General.

Madam Chair, Distinguished Members, 

Before handing the floor back to the Chair and turning to item 1 of the Agenda, I would like to invite the distinguished new members of the Committee[endnoteRef:2] to pronounce their solemn declaration in accordance with Rule 13 of the rules of procedure [the new members will have the text of rule 13 before them],   [2:  Ms Peijie Chen is not present at the meeting – and will thus make the solemn declaration at another time. ] 


Mr. Lazari Bouzid, you have the floor,
[solemn declaration]
Thank you 

Ms Charafat El Yedri Afailal, you have the floor,
[solemn declaration]
Thank you 

Mr. Guiseppe Palmisano, you have the floor,
[solemn declaration]
Thank you 

Ms Laura Elisa Pérez, you have the floor, 
[solemn declaration]
Thank you


I will conclude here by wishing you all the very best for a successful and productive session. Thank you for your attention. 
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