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This briefing provides an update on the opportunities to prohibit corporal punishment of children in El Salvador. In El Salvador, corporal punishment of children is still lawful in the home, in alternative care settings and in some day care settings.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on El Salvador’s fifth/sixth periodic report, will recommend that legislation is immediately drafted and enacted to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home, and explicitly repeal all legal defences for its use.


[bookmark: _Hlk500341220]1 The archiving of prohibiting Bills  
1.1 [bookmark: _GoBack]The Bills to remove the “right of correction” and to prohibit corporal punishment which were under discussion in 2017 have been archived and to our knowledge, no further Bills have been introduced on the issue. In February 2018, El Salvador’s Office of the Human Rights Advocate highlighted that article 38 of the Law for the Integral Protection of Children and Adolescents 2009 confirmed the right to “moderate correction”, and called for reform to prohibit all forms of corporal punishment, however light.  
1.2 As a Pathfinder country with the Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children, the Government of El Salvador has committed to three to five years of accelerated action towards the achievement of Target 16.2 of the Sustainable Development Goals. Corporal punishment is the most common form of violence against children – a clear and explicit prohibition in legislation must be enacted in order to fulfil children’s right to protection from all forms of violence.
1.3 We hope the Committee will remind the state party of its obligation to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation and recommend that legislation is immediately drafted and enacted to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home, and explicitly repeal all legal defences for its use.
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